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INTRODUCTION. 



Third — and of Dr. Willis, who was physician to King George 
the Third — and you would say, Then it is very plain there 
was such a person as King George the Third — and looking 
again at the history, you would find that it mentioned 
Buonaparte, and the invasion, and Lord Nelson's victories, 
and Benjamin West's paintings, and Dr. Willis, the king's 
physician, in such a manner as agreed with the other books. 
Thus ybwr other books, without designing to do so, would be 
found to confirm the history in such a way as would lead 
you to conclude that all its statements were true. 

Another reason for believing that the Bible gives a true 
account of the origin of all things, is, that it is the only 
reasonable account existing. Whatever other books have 
pretended to tell us of these matters, is gross nonsense and 
absurdity, such as the merest child could not for a moment 
believe. Then, again, the different persons who wrote the 
Bible were men of good sense and honesty — they were not 
all likely to imagine a foolish story, or to write down false- 
hood in order to deceive mankind. Many of them were 
eye and ear- witnesses, and took part in the things they 
recorded ; for instance, Moses himself passed through the 
Red Sea oA dry ground, and ate of the manna forty years. 
He could not be mistaken as to the facts. Besides, the 
writers of * Scripture could have gained nothing by declaring 
untruths. None of them were paid for it— on the con- 
trary, many of them suffered pains and death for maintaining 
and asserting what they knew to be true. 

In the early ages of the world, men lived many years 
longer than they do at present. This enabled them to hand 
down correct statements, much more widely and certainly 
than they could otherwise have done without the aid of 
writing, which was not then invented. You might perhaps 
relate some circumstance which took place seventy or eighty 
years ago, and say, " I know it to be true, for my grand- 
father, (or my great-grandfather,) who is yet living, told mc 
that he remembers seeing it when he was a little boy.** And 
should you live to be old, and relate the same story to your 
grandchildren, (or your great-grandchildren,) you would I 
expect them to believe it on this testimony. It very rarely 
happens, now, that this testimony extends a hundred and 
fifty years ; that is, for a person to be able to say, " I remem" 
her a man who witnessed an event that took place a hundred 
and fifty years ago ;" but in the earliest ages of the world 
such a testimony might extend through many centuries* 
"iethuselah might relate to Noah and his sons what he had 
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INTRODUCTION. 5 

When we die, what will become of us ? Is there any 
life after death ? 

If only one book in the world can inform us on these 
most important subjects, that surely must be the Book of 
God. 

We may farther inquire, in what manner did God impart 
to man this * revelation ? It may be answered, that the 
Bible was written by a number of good men in different 
periods of time, as God by his Holy Spirit taught them what 
and how to write. The facts necessary to be recorded, 
which they themselves witnessed or took part in, they were 
assisted to recollect and relate in a proper manner, and they 
were preserved from writing what was not necessary ; and 
they were immediately taught and * inspired what they 
ought to say and write concerning what God requires his 
creatures to believe and to do, and what He designs to do with 
them. Sometimes those who spake and wrote the word of 
God, were enabled to work * miracles, or signs and wonders 
in the presence of the people, to convince them that they 
indeed brought a message from God. These are recorded, 
that we may read them, and adore the great power of God. 

QUESTIONS. 

On what account is the Bible chiefly interesting to us all ? 

Are there any other books as old as the Bible ? 

The oldest books in existence, do they contradict or confirm the 

Bible? 
Had the writers of the Bible any motive to induce them to write 

«riiat was not true? 
The long period. of human life in the early ages, how did that tend 

to confirm the truth of received history? 
Does the Bible give us any important instruction which we could 

not derive from other books ? 
What are the four great questions which the Bible answers ? 
What does this lead us to conclude ? 



OF THE BOOKS AND WRITERS OF SCRIPTURE. 

I. The Old * Testament. 

The earliest of the sac»ed writers was Moses. He wrote 
the * Pentateuch, or five books, viz. * Genesis, * Exodus, 
•Leviticus, * Numbers, and * Deuteronomy ; and in all 
probability the book of Job. He wrote about two thou- 
sand five hundred and fifty years after the creation^ 
and about nine hundred years after the f^ood, K\. \N\\^ 



time, "idolatry had overspread the world,— men had for- 
saken ihe true God, and worslnpped ihe eun, moon, and 
stars ; and even vegetables, reptiles, and inferior animals. — 
The Israelites, or descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
alone retained the worship of the true God ; and even they, 
from iheir long residence in Egypt, had imbibed many of 
the idolatrous notions and customs practised there. Moses 
therefore, in the book of Genesis, stated in simple language 
those great truths which tended to overturn these errors and 
superstitions. He begins with the creation of the world, 
and gives the general history of mankind, but chiefly of the 
family of Seth to the flood. After that event he principally 
confines himself to the descendants of Shorn — then to the 
family of Abraham — and other families and people are men- 
tioned only as they were in some way or other connected with 
them. The reason of this distinction is, that from that family 
the great "Messiah was to descend; and it was necessary to 
make it plainly appear, that in his descent, and in every par- 
ticnlar, was exactly fulfilled, what God by his holy "pro- 
phets had from time to time intimated concerning the Saviour 
whom he had promised. — The book of Genesis closes with 
the death of Joseph, and comprehends a period of 2369 
years. 

The other four books are not altogether written in order 
of time ; that is, we are not to suppose that what is related 
in Leviticus look place after what was written in Exodus, 
and so on. Exodus contains the history of the Israelites, 
from the time of their suffering oppression in Egypt, to the 
time of the building of the •tabernacle in the wilderness— a 
period of 145 years from the death of Joseph. Leviticus 
chiefly consists of laws girtn by God to Moses during that 
period, with some particular circumstances not mentioned in 
Exodus. The book of Numbers contains lists of the tribes 
and families who came out of Egypt, and their order and 
joumeyiugs in the wilderness. It contains many historical 
facts not already recorded, and carries down the history to 
the time when Israel had reached the borders of the pro- 
mised land, about thirty-nine years later than the close of 
Exodus. Deuteronomy is chiefly a repetition of the law and 
of the dealings of God with Israel, together with some addi- 
tional circumstances : it closes with the death of Moses, and 
( occupies a period of only a few months, The closing verses, 
T which record his death, nmst of course have been added by 
t some other hand — probably by Joshua his successor, or by 
I Eleazar the high priest. 



r 



euuuu6309O 



31 . 



SS. 



INTEODUCTION. 9 

Some relate facts which are not elsewhere recorded — as 
Jonah and Daniel. 

The history of Daniel belongs to the period between 
Chronicles and Ezra. 

The prophet Malachi closes the Old Testament. He 
wrote about three thousand six hundred years after the 
creation, and four hundred before the birth of Christ : so 
that the writings of the Old Testament were scattered 
through a period of rather more than a thousand years, 
without any very considerable interval. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who wrote the first five books of the Old Testament ? 

Are they written in *chronological order ? 

What is the first great event recorded in Genesis ? 

What family is particularly distinguished as that from which the 

Messiah wasio descend? 
What people were they whose history is given in Exodus ? 
Who wrote the Book of Psalms ? 
What were those persons called who foretold things to come ? 

II. The New Testament. 

The four * Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, 
all give us the history of the life, death, and resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The history is in substance the 
same ; but each of the writers mentions some facts which are 
not related by the others. The history comndences four 
thousand and four years after the creation of the world, and 
occupies a period of thirty-three years — all these histories 
were written within a century after the birth of Christ ; but 
the gospel of St. Matthew was the earliest, and that of St. 
John the latest. 

The Acts of the *Apostles was written by the Evangelist 
Luke. It contains an account of the labours and sufferincrs 

o 

of the apostles in preaching the gospel and planting churches. 
It commences with our Lord's ascension, and occupies a 
period of about thirty years. 

The * Epistles were addressed to churches which the 
apostles had been instrumental in planting, or to individuals 
or Christians in general, to instruct and confirm their minds 
in the faith. 

There are fourteen * Epistles written by the apostle Paul — 
one by James— two by Peter — three by John — one by Jude. 

The book of * Revelation was written by St. John the 
Evangelist, during his banishment in ihe ls\e o^ ^^.V«^<i^, 

B 3 



"^"^"^^■B 



"^^"^mtm 



BRIEF VIEW 



OF 



I 



SACRED HISTORY 



FROM THE 



<!rv»at{oti Of v^t Q6b»rni 



TO THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM BY THE ROMANS. 



BY ESTHER COPLEY, 

AUTHOR OF COTTAGE COMFORTS, ETC. 



LONDON : 
WILLIAM DARTON AND SON, 

HOLBORN HILL. 
1831. 



I 

/ 



«r 



S.^./ffj. 



BRIEF VIEW 



OF 



SACRED HISTORY 



FROM THE 



^xt^XiWk of t^t CIBtorUir 



TO THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM BY THE ROMANS. 



BY ESTHER COPLEY, 

AUTHOR OF COTTAGE COMFORTS, ETC. 



LONDON : 
WILLIAM DARTON AND SON, 

HOLBORN HILL. 

1831. 



BvM* M ftMioMr fttU. 




PREFACE, 



This little work was undertaken at the suggestion of 
several highly respected individuals^ actually engaged, 
. or benevolently interested, in the education of youth, and 
who have long felt the want of a femiliar compendium 
of sacred history, adapted for school reading, and of 
a price generally accessible. The writer will be happy 
if this attempt should be found to meet their wishes, and 
should prove a use^ auxiliary in the important work of 
Christian education. 

It will not be supposed that this little book is intended 
to supersede the reading of the Holy Scriptures them- 
selves. It simply aims at assisting the young reader 
in forming a correct and comprehensive view of their 
historical contents, and would constantly send him back 
with a fresh relish to the pure spring of truth. 

A few questions are furnished by way of examination 
at the end of each chapter. Many more might be asked, 
all of which the attentive reader would be fully prepare ' 
to answer. It however rests with the teacher whetl 
to adopt this or any other mode of ascertaining the r\ 
progress of the pupil. 

In some cases the chapters will probably be found toe 
long for reading at one time; yet the h 
fiirnish a convenient division earWei/ 1 
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CAIN AND ABEL. 
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s a{>pointed, to teacb ^ 
.Tves death ; and that, if ever God forgivf 
it muBt be because He accepts an innocent J 

This, St. Paul teaches us. w. 
:, to shew that " without shedding of bloc 
* ■ ■■ Heb. ix. 22. 
ind Abel brought an offering unto the 
Cain brought of the fruits of the ground, but Abel h 
a lamb of the flock ; and the Lord accepted Abel's offerini 
but rejected that of Cain. Vihyt Because Abel a 
humble penitence and faith in God's appointed way ; I 
Cain came with a proud and stubborn heart, and though t 
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nd a grateful 

and envy, 

ith him, and to telt^J 
him us well a 
right spirit ; but instead c 
himself, Cain indulged, more aQd*J 
ivy and hatred against his innocent^ 
brother, and, at length, he rose up against him, and a\e\ 
hiai l How ought we to dread the first indulgence 
tempers! Cain did not become so very wicked at once;' 
and when persons begin to give way to stubbornness, pride, . J 
and malice, they little think how far they may be led. 
who would dread to be a murderer, should avoid the first>*| 
temptation to sinful anger, and especially to envy and spite- 
fulness. 

Cain, perhaps, thought there was no witness of his crime j 
but he was soon accosted by the God against whom he had' I 
sinned, and who had all along seen the inmost tlioughts of J 
his malicious heart, and the guilty deed of his murderous 
hands. " And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy ' 
brother ? " This cutting question he was so hardened as to 
answer with a presumptuous falsehood — " I know not; am 
I my brother's keeper? And the Lord said, What hast 
thou done? The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto 
Me from the ground." Then God declared that for this 
dreadful crime which Cain had committed, ^.\xc aa^iV ^oviAL 
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This litde work was undertaken at the suggestion of 
several highly respected individuals^ actually engaged, 
or benevolently inteiested, in the education of youth, and 
who have long ^It the want of a fiuniliar compendium 
of sacred history, adapted for school reading, and of 
a price generally accessible. The writer will be happy 
if this attempt should be found to meet their wishes, and 
should prove a usefiil anxilialy in the important work of 
Christian education. 
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THE DESCENDANTS OF SHEM TO THE FLOOD. 19 

Next we read, that, however long these * patriarchs lived, 
the history ends with, " and he died" This should make 
us mindful of our own mortality, and teach us to prepare 
for the stroke of death, which, sooner or later, must come to 
all. Then we find that the only distinction which the sacred 
historian has thought worthy of recording is eminence in piety 
and goodness. We are not told who was the richest, or most 
learned, or most powerful, or most famous, of the patriarchs, 
but who " walked with God ; " that is, who most eminently 
delighted in his worship and service, and most uniformly 
obeyed his commands. On one of these, Enoch, the seventh 
from Adam, was conferred the distinguished honour of being 
taken to heaven without dying — " Enoch walked with God, 
and he was not, for God took him ; " as St. Paul explains it, 
" By faith Enoch was * translated, that he should not see 
death, and was not found, because God had translated him ; 
for before his * translation he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God." (Heb. xi. 5.) Here, then, we have our fourth 
grand question satisfactorily answered, (p. 5 ;) and thus 
even in those early ages men were taught to look for 
another world beyond this — a state of happiness and re- 
ward, whither the righteous are taken at death ; and, indeed, 
a hint was given of the possibility of the body, as well as the 
soul, being admitted to share that happiness. He who could 
so change the body of Enoch, as to make it fit to enter 
heaven, can raise the dead bodies that sleep in the grave, 
and fit them to share the blessedness of the righteous spirit. 

But we must not forget that there is a reward for the 
wicked as well as for the righteous ; as our Lord has told 
us, " the time cometh when all that are in the graves shall 
hear the voice of the Son of Man, and shall come forth ; 
iSiey that have done good, unto the resurrection of life ; and 
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion." (John V. 29.) And, indeed, Enoch expressly foretold 
this, as the apostle Jude informs us, ver. 14, 15. Gen. v. 

The following lists of the families of Cain and Seth should 
be committed to memory : — 

At AI. 

Adam died 930 

Cain. ' Seth . born a.m. 130 — 1042 

Enoch, after whom the first city was Enos 235 — 1140 

named* Cainan S25 — 1235 

Imd. Mahalaleel .... 395 — 12^0 

Mehujaeh Jared 460 — 1422 

Methusael. Enoch 622 trans. 987 

Lamecb, the first who inarried two Methuselah .... ^%1 ^\^^ X^"^^ 

wives. LamecYi ^1^^ — '^'^^'^ 
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Whftt son of Adam is meiitioned after Caiii and Abel ! 
What is puititulurly mentioDed of Enoch's life 1 
WTiat is meant by walking with God? 
Did Enocli die like other men 1 
Who wHa the oldest man ? 
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It has already been observed, that the worship anil fet; 
God were retained in the families of Seth, ho much so, drft 
they were called by distinction Che ions of God; but in 
process of time ihey became careless and negligent, This, 
as is often the case, in a great measure arose from their 
going into bad company. They sought the society of the 
ungodly descendants of Cain, and made marriages among 
them, only for the sake of their beauty and accomplishments, 
vithout any regard to piety and virtue. They were then 
easily allured to comply with their sinful practices, and thus 
every age became more and moie corrupt. From time to 
time God sent his faithful servants, especially Knoiih and 
Noah, to warn them to repent, and forsake their evil ways; 
but they hardened themselves in their wickedness, and de- 
spised the long-sufFering goodness and lender mercy of God> 
At length the world was so entirely overrun with wickednesJ^ 
that God resolved to drown it by a flood of water. It is 
Baid that " it repented the Lord that be had made man on 
the earth, and it grieved him at his heart." We are not 
t the Almighty can be moved with 
we are, when we have done some' 
had better have Left undoue ; but that it is a 
on, designed to impress on our minds a deep 
vil of sin, which is so very ofTensivc in the 
light of God, and which caused Him to act as if He repented 
Hixa o£ his work, and to destroy the creatures He had made. 
But in the midst of judgment God remembered mercy. 
Noah was distinguished as a man who feared and obeyed 
God in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
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THE FLOOD. £1 

and God was pleased to distinguish him as a monument 
of sparing mercy, rescued from the general destruction. 
Noah and his wife, and his three sons and their wives, were 
to be saved when the whole world was drowned. 

But this salvation was to be granted in such a way 
as should try their faith and obedience. Noah was com- 
manded by God to build an ark or wooden vessel of 
very large dimensions, . capable of containing his whole 
family, together with a few living creatures of every kind, 
and a sufficiency of food for their subsistence during a 
whole year. This must have been a very laborious and 
expensive undertaking, and must have often exposed Noah 
to the scorn and derision of the wicked men around him. 
And if he had not firmly believed the word of God, that the 
flood would come, and had he not felt it to be both his 
duty and his happiness to obey God, he certainly would 
not have set about the work, or would not have perse- 
vered in finishing it ; but " by faith Noah being warned 
of God, of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared 
an ark to the saving of his, house, by the which he became 
heir of the righteousness which is by faith." The long time 
occupied in building the ark, one hundred and twenty years, 
was also a proof of the long-suffering goodness of God to 
sinners, not being willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance. Instead of cutting off those 
bold transgressors in a moment, as He justly might have 
done, God was pleased to grant them a hundred and twenty 
years space for repentance. All that time Noah was among 
them as a preacher of righteousness, warning them to flee 
from the wrath to come. Indeed, every stroke of his work, 
while he was building the ark, was a solemn warning to them 
4|f the destruction that was coming upon the wicked. But all 
these warnings were lost upon them, they continued har- 
dened and careless, and it is to be feared that many who even 
assisted in building the ark, felt no concern whatever to seek 
a refuge of it, for they went on with their worldly and 
sensual pursuits to the very day that Noah and his family 
entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 
Let us be taught that the judgments which God has threat- 
ened against the wicked will surely come to pass ; and let 
us take heed that we do not slight the many kind instruc- 
tions and warnings given to turn us from the ways of sin, 
lest we should at last prove the truth of that awful saying, 
** He that being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed^ and that without levaed^ " 



22 THE FLOOD* 

When God at the beginning established the clouds above, 
and strengtiiencd the fountains of the deep, he gave to the 
sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his cominand- 
nicnt ; He appointed the foundations of the earth. But when 
the same Almighty voice called for a flood to execute his 
righteous judgments on an ungodly world, the same day 
were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the 
windows of heaven were opened, and the waters prevailed 
exceedingly upon the earth, and all the high hills that were 
under the whole heaven were covered, and all flesh died 
that moved upon the earth. But the ark, with Noah and 
his family, floated in safety from place to place upon the 
waters, until at length God in mercy caused the floods 
gradually to abate, and as the dry land arose above the 
waters, it settled on one of the mountains of Ararat. When 
tiie ark had rested there some time, Noah opened a window 
and sent forth a raven, which flew about here and there till 
the waters were dried up ; a week after he sent out a dove, 
but the dove is a clean bird, and could not endure the 
noisome slime amidst which the raven sought its unclean 
food. The dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, so 
she returned to the ark. After another week Noah again 
sent forth the dove, and then she returned with an olive 
leaf in her mouth. By this Noah knew that the waters must 
have greatly abated. Again he sent forth the dove, and she 
returned no more. 

By these tokens the hope of Noah and his family was 
cheered, and they waited patiently until God gave them 
permission to quit the ark, which was after semewhat more 
than a year's residence in it. — Gen. vi. vii. viii. 1 — 19. 



QUESTIONS. 

When mankind became numerous on the earth, what was their 

general character? 
What special judgment did God bring iipon the world ? 
Did mankind receive any notice of the flood before it came ? 
Who was saved when the world was drowned ? 
Was Noah a righteous man ? 
How were Noah and his family preserved? 
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2i DIVISION OF MANKIND. 

disgrace, but Shem and Japheth in a respectful manner 
strove to conceal it. The conduct of children to their 
parents is especially noticed by God, and a signal blessing is 
generally seen to rest upon such as are affectionate and 
obedient, while the undutiful child is marked as an object of 
the divine displeasure. Immediately after this transaction, 
the displeasure of God was pronounced against Ham, and 
the subjection of his descendants was predicted; but to 
Shem and Japheth were promised great enlargement and 
prosperity. These ^predictions have been ever since fid- 
filling. Noah lived three hundred and fifty years after the 
fiood, but we have no further particulars of his history. — 
Gen. viii. 20 — 22. ix. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the first act of Noah on quitting the ark ? 

What promise did God make to Noali ? 

What was appointed as a seal or pledge of the promise that the 

world should no more be drowned ? 
Were all the three sons of Noah alike dutiful? 
Have the predictions of Noah concerning his sons been fulfilled ? 

II. Division of Mankind. 

A. M. 1770.— B. C. 2234. 

It appears that some general division of the earth took 
place under Noah and his sons, by which the different 
families were appointed to take possession of different 
countries, and so people the earth. But they were not 
willing to separate and occupy the portions assigned them ; 
they therefore remained together till they became very 
numerous, and even then, instead of obeying the command 
given them, and going to different parts, those who left the 
original settlement, all went together towards the plain of 
Shinar. Having cast off the fear of God, they formed an 
ambitious project to build a mighty tower and a magnificent 
city, which should be the centre of an universal kingdom, 
and hold dominion over all the families of the earth. This 
design was probably conducted by Nimrod, a mighty hunter 
and warrior. But it was contrary to the design of God, 
who therefore signally interposed and crushed the haughty 
project. These men having abused the gift of speech, in 
concerting together a scheme of rebellion against God, He 
so confused their speech that they could not understand one 
another. This was the origin of different languages, and 
the origin too of different nations, for they were compelled 



to form into companies of such as understood the same 
language, and to separate from the rest. The building of 
the tower was abandoned, and it long stood aa a monument 
of the defeat and disgrace of its impious projectors. It bore 
the name of Babel, or confusion. 

Let UB never engage in any design but what ia according 
to the will of God, and on \vhich we can ask his blessing. 
If in ali our ways we acknowledge Him, He will direct our 
paths; but if we act in disobedience and rebellion against 
his commands. He can defeat our best laid projects, and 
inflict on us the confusion and punishment we have deserved. 

The dispersion of the families by the confusion of longties, 
appears to have cast their abode according to the appoint- 
ment of the original division. The families of Shcm peopled 
Asia; those of Ham, Africa ; and those of Japheth, Eurojie. 
The sacred history Is henceforth chiefly confined to the 
family of Sb em.— Gen, x. xi. In point of lime part of ihe 
eleventh chapter comes in before the tenth, because the 
tenth speaks of the nations as they were called after the 
confusion of tongues. 

QUEST 10 MS. 

Did any division of the t^artb take plncG in the tiLue of Nooli and 



Did the families go to the egv 

What presumptiiaus design d 

How was it frustrated? u 

What part of the world did the descendants of Shcm people 1 ^M 

What those of Ham 1 9 

What those of Japhet? d 

To wliich family ia the sacred liistorj henceforth chiefly confined? 



I. The Call of Abrau. ,jfl 

A. M. il»3.—B. C. IKI. ■ 

Vfteb the flood, idolatry aoon spread over the worldi* 
Some knowledge of the true God waa retained in the family 
ofShem ; but even there it waa mingled with idolatrous cor- 
ruptions. It pleased God to select one family from the rest 
of mankind, in which should be preserved purity of religion^; 
and a belief in the promised Mesair.b. ^t 



f 



26 THE SEEAHATIOK OF ABIIAH AND LOT. 

For this purpose, Abram, the son of Terah, was selected. 
He dwdt with his family, at Ur, in Chaldea, but God com- 
manded him to leave his country and kindred, and seek 
another home. Abram beheved and obeyed the command 
of God, and went immediately to Haran, in MeBOpotam' 
where his father Terah died. ' 

After this, God gave him a farther command, to leave 
Haran, and to go from place to place 
directions. At the same lime, Abram was assured that God 
would make of him a great nation, and that i 
his seed all the families of the earth should be blessed. He, 
no doubt, was made a blessing to many, by imparting a 
knowledge of the true religion Co those among whom he 
sojourned; but the promise chiefly refers to the greai 
Messiah, who was to descend from him. 

From Haran, Abram removed to Moreh, in Canaan, the 
land which God had promised him. He took with 1 
Sarai his wife, and Lot, hia nephew, with a great number of 
servants, and much cattle. From Moreh be weot to Bethel, 
and thence from one place to another in the land of Canaan ; — 
wherever he went, setting up an altar, and worshipping the 
true God. Afler this, a grievous famine visited the land of 
Canaan, and Abram and his family were driven for succour 
into the land of Egypt. When the famine ceased, they 
returned (o Bethel, having greatly increased their sub'stance. 
They obeyed the commands of God, and they found that 
his blessing was upon them, — that blessing whidi makes 
rich and adds no sorrow. Gen. xi. S7— 32, xii. xiii. 1—4, 

Wlio wua selected from among the family of Shcm to keep up true 

religion t 
What command naa given him ? 
Wliat promises were made to him ? 
T^liHt waa the oame of Abram's wife ? 
Wliat waa the name of hia nephew who accompanied him ? 
Did they prosper after ieaving their native land f 

n. The Separation of Abkam akd Lot. — Melchizedek.— 
Haoar ai 



a. c, 1013. 



Hitherto the families of Abram and Lot had dwelt toge- 
I peace ; but as their property increased, and the 
9 was multiplied, there arose stnfe 
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PREFACE. 



This little work was undertaken at (he s 
■several highly respected individuals, actually engaged, 
«r benevolently interested, in the education of youth, and 
■who have long felt the want of a familiar compendium 
of sacred history, adapted for school reading, and of 
a price generally accessible. The writer will be happy 
~ if this attempt should be found to meet their wishes, and 

PDuld prove a useful auxiliary in tlie important work of 
iristian education. 
It will not be supposed that this little book is intended 
to supersede the reading of the Holy Scriptures them- 
selves. It simply aims at assisting the young reader 
in forming a correct and comprehensive view of their 
historical contents, and would constantly send him back 
with a fresh relish to the pure spring of truth. 

A few questions are furnished by way of examination 
at the end of each chapter. Many more might be asked, 
all of which the attentive reader would be fully prepared 
to answer. It however rests with the teacher whether 
to adopt this or any other mode of ascertaining the real 
progress of the pupil. 

In some cases the chapters will probably be found too 
ing for reading at one time; yet the hiator^j A\A ■ftcv 
rniflh a convenient division earViev. In a\a^.\ >ias«" 




SBAD AND JACOB. 35 

}&cob then proceeded on hia journejr, and at length 
arrived in the neighbourhood of Haran. As he reposed 
near a well, the shepherds came there to water their flocks, 
and among them Rachel, the daughter of his uncle Labon, 
to whom he soon became warmly attached, and was received 
into her father's family. Jacob made himself very useful to 
his uncle in the management of his flocks, and he very justly 
offered to give him wages for his service. Jacob being ex- 
ceedingly desirous of having Rachel for hia wife, offered to 
serve Laban seven years for her, lo which all parties con- 
sented; but at the end of the time Laban deceived Jacob, 
by giving him his eldest daughter Leah instead of Rachel. 
iaban, however, ofiered to give him Rachel also, provided 
he would serve seven years more -for her. To this Jacob 
consented ; but ihe practice of having more than one wif«, 
though at that time not uncommon, was productive of much 
doisestic uneasiness. Jacob acted a very upright and generous 
part towards Laban, for which he stands as a worthy pattern 
to servants of every description, and by the blessing of God 
on Jacob's diligence and good management, the substance 
of Labon was greatly increased ; but, after serving Laban 
I fourteen years for his daughters, and having now a numerous 
H,tftmily of bis own, Jacob wished to do something to provide 
Ki||fbr them ; and Laban so well knew the value of his faithful 
^Kcervices, that he was willing to keep him on bis own terms. 
^C,Jacob proposed that all the cattle and sheep of a certain 
^HSelour should belong to him, to which Laban consented, 
^P^nd, under the especial blessing of God, Jacob became 
exceedingly rich and prosperous ; but Laban and his sons 
euvied his growing prosperity, and Jacob's situation became 
very uncomfortable. His circumstances were not over- 
looked by the God of his fathers, and be received an 
intimation that the time was come for him to return to bis 
lather's house. Accordingly he took all bis family, and 
departed secretly, lest Laban and his sons should attempt to 
detain him, or to deprive him of bis goods. Laban, being 
away from home, was not-aware of the departure of Jacob 
and hia family for three days ; he, however, pursued after 
them, and overtook them in Mount Gitcad ; but God 
defeated any hostile intentions be might have had, by for- 
bidding him to molest Jacob. This Divine interference struck 
terror into the heart of Laban, and forced him to compliance. 
He professed great affection and good will for Jacob and 
^^^is family, and having made a covenant not to injure each 
^fcther, Jacob and Laban separated in peace, after having 




' AND JACOSr- 

been twenty years coniu'cied logmher i 
aexl concern was about his brother Esati, nliose n 
}fe greatly dreaded t but the angels of God met } 
fDCOuragttl liim. Jacob bclu to Esau a respectful and 
friendly message, hoping that time might have softened hii 
.anger; but the TnesRengern soon returned and infonoed 
Jacob, that bo far from receiving this message lavourabljr, 
Esau was coming against him with four hundred ariuedmen. 
This news greatly dismayed Jacob; but having made the 
best proTision he could for the safety of his family, be 
betook himself in earnest prayer to God, who alone couU 
jpreserve them. He also sent to I^sau a noble present of 
^eep, cattle, and cameln, hoping by that meatia to disarm 
his rage, and to convince him of his alFectionate and friendly 
^spoaition towards him. Jacob passed the whole night in 
prayer, and God was pleased to give him a sigaal token of 
■uccess. There appeared to Jacob One in the form of B 
,o wrestled with him until the hreaking of the day, 
and at Inst suA'ered him to prevail. On this occaaion Gm 
^ o Jacob the additions! Qume of Israel, which signiSes 
tt prince of God, or prevailing teilh Cod. 
■ In the morning Jacob beheld Esau and liis company ap- 
proaching. He advanced to meet him with every expression 
of respect and affection, and bo signally had God ioterpoied 
to soAen the heart of Esau towards his brother, that the 
Raeeiiug, so far from being hostile, was full of the tenderest 
afiection and roost cordial rtconciliation. " A soft, answer 
turneth away wrath, and yielding pacifieth great offences;" 
besides this, " when a man's ways please the Lord, he 
jnaketh even his enemies to be at peace with him." After 
I Esau returned to his dwelling on Mount Seir, and 
Jacob, with his family, proceeded to Succoth, where he built 
him a house, and made booths for his cattle; nor did he 
forget, according to the pious custom of his fathers, to build 
also an altar to the Lord his God. Gen. xxviii. — xxxiii. 
«xxvi. 



Did leAac bleai Eaau at all f 

What people descended from Esau! 

Where did .Tacob go when he left his father's house! 

What took place the first niglit of hia journey? 

How long did Jacob stay with his uncle Laban? 

When Jacob retnmed, how did he meet his brother Ej 

What new name was givfln to Jacob? 



IV PREFACE. 



where it may be necessary to divide the chapter into two 
or three portions^ taking each day the questions on the 
portion ready it will be desirable also, at the close, to go 
over the questions on the whole tc^tlier. 

In order to avoid frequent parenthetical explanations, 
a glossary is ftimished at the end, explaining wordbs and 
phrases peculiar to Scripture, ' or us^ there in a sense 
difierent from that in common acceptation. The words 
thus explained are distinguished by an asterisk. 

It has been suggested, that^though this book has been 
principally designed for the use of schools, it will form 
a suitable companion to the BiUe in the cottage library. 
UsefiilnesB is the highest aim and ambitioa of the wxifer. 
There are two classes — the young, and the labburiiq^ 
on whose behalf she feds pciculiarly interested, and to 
them her humble endeavours- are most affectionately 
dedicated. 



St. Aldate's, Oxford, 
Sept. 12, 1881. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The * Bible is a book which is highly interesting to us all, 
chiefly on two accounts, — because it informs us of many im- 
portant facts in the history of the world, and of mankind, 
which we could not otherwise have known; and because it 
is a book given us by the mercy of God, on purpose to teach 
us what is our duty in this life, and by what means we may 
obtain everlasting happiness in the life to come. If any one 
inquires how we know that the history of the Bible is a true 
record of facts, we should answer — First, because there is 
no other book in the world so old as the Bible — of course, 
there is nothing of the same date to contradict what the 
Bible says. And the next oldest books which are in exist- 
ence make mention of the same facts as are related in the 
Bible, or, at least, allude to them, and so serve to confirm it. 

Suppose there were only one book in the world that con- 
tained the history of England during the reign of George III. ; 
having read it, you might say, " How do I know that this is 
truth ? — this king was dead, and this book was written 
before I was born." If you wished to be certain of the 
truth, you would first inquire if there was any other book 
on the same subject, and of the same date, that could prove 
the statements of the former to be false ; on being told No — 
there is no such book — you would inquire for books on 
other subjects, and as near the time as you could -obtain, 
that might tend to confirm or to contradict it. And you 
might read in the life of Napoleon Buonaparte, Emperor of 
France, that he attempted to invade England about the year 
1804, in the reign of King George the Third, You might 
read the life of a famous painter named West, and that he 
painted many beautiful pictures at the commatid of King 
George the Third, which pictures ate still to be seen at such 
and such places. You might read of Admiral Lord Nelson, 
who gained many great victories iri the reign oj George tUc 
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PREFACE. 



This Httle work was undertaken at the suggestion of 
several highly respected individuals^ actually engaged, 
or benevolently interested, in the education of youth, and 
who have long felt the want of a £similiar compendium 
of sacred history, adapted for school reading, and of 
a price generally accessible. The writer will be happy 
if this attempt should be foiitnd to meet their wishes, and 
should prove a useliil auxiliair in the important work of 
Chris J education. ( 

It will not be supposed that tliis little book is intended 
to supersede the reading of the Holy Scriptures them- 
selves. It simply aims at assisting the young reader 
in forming a correct and comprehensive view of their 
historical contents, and would constantly send him back 
with a fresh relish to the pure spring of truth. 

A few questions are furnished by way of examination 
at the end of each chapter. Many more might be asked, 
all of which the attentive reader would be ftdly prepared 
to answer. It however rests with the teacher whether 
to adopt this or any other mode of ascertaining the real 
progress of the pupil. 

In some cases the chapters wili probably be found too 
long for reading at one time; yet the history did uot 
furnish a convenient division earUex. \tv ^xxOcv c^^^'s.^ 



I) 



VIII. Joseph i 



Joseph was now advanced to the highest post of hono'uf 
and authority under Pharaoh the king; but he was still 
hutnble, diligent, and faithful. Prosperity is as great a trial 
of character as adversity, and the fear of God ruling in the 
heart is the only principle by wliich we can maintain, under 
both, a steady, even mind, and an upright, benevolent, nnd 
exemplary converEaiion — by which we can be happy in our- 
selves, and useful to those around us — Joseph shone alike 
in every situation. The seven years of plenty immediately 
t»>mmenced, and were wisely employed in collecting aiorea 
of food. During ihis period Joseph was married to Asenath, 
a noble lady of that country, and two sons were born to him, 
Manaaseh and Ephraim. 

It may aeem strange, when Joseph regained his liberty 
and was raised lo prosperity in Egypt, that he did not 
immediately inform his aged father of his situation. We 
do not know by what particular circumstances he was with- 
held from doing this ; but it afterwards plainly appears, 
that all was overruled by God for the bringing about his 
own wise and gracious purposes. 

When the famine commenced, the storehouses were 
opened, and the Egyptians allowed to purchase a suPHcient 
supply; and even the inhabitants of distant countries came 
to buy corn in Egypt, for the effects of the famine were 
widely extended, and the stores of Egypt were most abun- 
dant. The famine was very severe in the land of Canaan, 
where Jacob and his sons dwelt, and hearing of ihe supply 
in Egypt, it was resolved that the ten brethren should go 
down thither to buy food, leaving Benjamin with his aged 



father 

As every o 
Joseph, the 



applic. 



i who came to buy food mat 

s of Jacob were introduced into his presence. 
Though they had been separated more than twenty years, 
Joseph ifnmediately recollected them, but remained unknown 
lo them : on approaching him, they bowed themselves before 
him with their faces to the earth, as his dream many years 
before had intimated. In order lo try their present dis- 
positions, and to promote in them repentance for (heir past 
misconduct, Joseph determined to remain concealed from 
their knowledge, and to deal with them in such a way as 
would be likely to touch their consciences, and lead them to 
V adcnowledge, that what they now suffered was the just 
' f'JWward of their own former deeds, He first t^ttesiiowcA 



JOSEPH IN FROSPEBITI. 

tliem very strictly as to their family and c 
affected to consider them as spies, sent by e 
nation, to spy out ilie nakedness (or defenceless stale) or i 
some part of ihe land, in order to attack it. They assured 
him iliat they were all brethren — that their aged father was 
yet living — that they had two other brethren, one of whom 
was dead, and the olh«i remained with his father in the land 
of Canaan. Questioning the truth of this story, he c 
manded tliem to be put in prison, ivhere they had leisure 
for re flee I ion, and where their consciences were fully 
awakened to a sense of their past guilt. When imprisoW 
on a charge of which they were innocent, they tememheTed 
the injury ihey had inflicted on their innocent brother, and 
they said one to another, " We are verily guilty concerning 
our brother, because we saw the anguish of his soul whtD 
he besought us, and we would not hear, therefore is this 
distress come upon us." Let not any venture on doing 
wrong, in the hope that they can conceal it from others, and 
pacify and lull to sleep their own consciences. There a \ 
nothing hid hut shall be made known, and though conscience 
may long be benumbed and stifled, sooner or later it will 
awake and pierce ihe guilty soul with many sorrows. After 
three days confinement, Joseph released all his brethren 
except Simeon, and permitted them to return with ihe food, 
on condition that when they came for a fresh supply they 
■ should bring with them their youngest brother Benjamin — 
Simeon was detained as a pledge that the rest would retuin. 
Joseph also ordered that the money should be returned into 

On their return home they related all these singular cir- 
cumstances to their father. He was exceedingly agitated 
by the report, and augured from it nothing but evil. When 
the supply was nearly exhausted, the sons of Jacob prepared 
to go down again into Egypt, and wiih great difficulty pre- 
vailed on their father to permit Benjamin to accompany 
them. Jacob's heart was sorely rent at parting with the 
son of bis old age, but necessity pressed upon him, and, 
like a pious man, he submitted himself to the will of God 
concerning his family, and earnestly implored for them the 
Divine protection and interposition—" And God Almighty 
give you mercy with (he man." 

On their arrival at Joseph's house, the sons of Jacob 
related to the steward the circumstance of their money 
being restored, and professed their innocence and upright- 
ness. The steward encouraged them to hope that ^1 was 



J'EOSPEBITY, 



right, and brought out Simeon to tLem. When Joseph 
came in he received them kindly, and caused them to dine 
in his house, but at a separate table, on account of the 
distinction kept up between the Egyptians and the Hebrews, 



supplied them from hi 
five times as much as the rei 
to excite their attention and 
conduct. But as this measure 
Joseph resorted to another 
steward to return the money 
and also to put his 



Benjar 

It, no doubt with an intention 
curiosity by his extraordinary 
! failed to excite their inquiry, 
expedient. He ordered his 
in each man's sack as before, 
cup into Benjamin's sack, a 



s they had departed from the city, he caused 
them to be pursued after, and charged with theft, When 
overtaken they solemnly declared their innocence, invited 
the pursuers to search their sacks, and offered, that if the 
cup should, be found with either of them, he should be 
immediately put to death. On the cup being found in 
Genjamtn's sack, in the greatest distress they all hastened 
back to the city, and Judah, in the name of the rest, ad- 
dressed the governor. He strongly asserted their innocence 
in this particular, but acknowledged that God had found out 
their former iniquity. He then most affectingly pleaded the 
distress of their aged parent on behalf of Benjamin, and 
besought that they might all be accepted as Joseph's servants, 
or himself alone remain as a bondsman, so that Benjamin 
might be permitted to return. 

Overcome by this touching appeal, and convinced of their 
sincere penitence, and that they harboured no improper 
feelings towards their father, or towards Benjamin on account 
of the partiality with which he was regarded, Joseph could 
no longer refrain, but discovered himself to his brethren, 
assuring them of his hearty forgiveness, and leading them 
to adore the hand of God which overruled their wickedness, 
as the means of bringing him down to Egypt to save the 
lives of many in the time of famine. He then invited them 
to come with their father and all their families, and settle in 
the land of Egypt for the remaining years of the famine, 
and dismissed them with every thing needful for the comfort 
of their father by the way, and with a strict injunction to 
agree among themselves. When they arrived at home, and 
brought to their father the tidings of Joseph's life and 
exaltation, he could scarcely believe for joy; but when he 
saw the carriages and other accommodations which Joseph 
bad provided for his journey, he exclaimed, " It is enough — 
"iweph my son is yet alive — I will go down aivd sea Wita 



lCOB and JOSEPH. ^^^^^^^ 

befgre I die." He accordingly set out for Egypt, aceompaniei 
by all his children and descendants. 

On their way they halted at, Bcersheba, and oflered sacti- 
ficea to the God of Abraham and Isaac; and there, in lie 
vision of the night, God encouraged him to prosecute his 
journey, assuring him that lie should certainly be brought 
up again to Canaan (that is, in his burial; thus, as it were, 
maintaining the right of his desceiidaats to the land, and 
taking possession of it). Jacob then proceeded, and hid 
a happy and affecting meeling with bia long-lost son, bj 
whom also he was introduced to Pfauraoh, and received 
permission to settle in the best part of the land of Egypt. 
Gen. xU. 37— xlvii. 

What did Joseph faretel to Pharaoh king of Egypt ? 

What advice did Joseph give lo Pharaoh ? 

Who was appointed to manage the produce of the plentiful yeanf 

Who came lo buy com of Joseph! 

Did he know his brethren ? 

Why did he not make himself knonm to them at once ? 

When Joseph insiated on seeing Benjamin, was Jacob willing to kl 

Mm got 
What was brought to the remembrance of Joseph's brethren by bii 

strange conduct towards them ? 
When Joseph made himself known to his brethren, what meHSge 

did he send to his father ? ,, 

Did Jacob come uito Egypt? J^B 

Who accompanied him? - j^^H 

Did he ever go back to Canaan ? ^^^^| 

IX. Death of Jacob and Jobepk. ^^ 

4.M. aaia,— B.C. IMS. 
After the time of famine had passed by, the families of 
Israel continued to dwell in Egypt, and multiplied exceed- 
ingly- When Jacob found the infirmities of age increasing 
upon him, he called fur Joseph his son, and obtained of him 
a solemn promise that he would bury htm in tlie burying- 
place of his fathers, in the land of Canaan. Some time after 
this Jacob fell sick, Joseph then ^ain visited him, bringing 
with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. The dying 
patriarch roused himself to bestow on his beloved son bis 
parting blessing. He "adopted as his own the two sons of 
Joseph, and pronounced on them a prophetical * benediction, 
tbronghout the whole giving a marked preference to Ephraim, 
the younger. He did this under the influence of * inspira- 
tion; and the history of the two families fully corresponded 
with the patriarch's declaration. Ephraim and Manasseh 
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were regarded as heads uf distinct tribes of Israel. Jacob 
concluded with an assurance that God would certainly be 
with his sons, and {jring (hem up to possess the land of 
Canaan; and having pronounced on each a "prophetical 
•benediction, and repeated his injunction that they should 
bury him in the cave of Machpelah, he departed in the full 
assurance of faith, at the age of one hundred and forty-aevei*. 
His dying •predictions exactly answer to thi 
of (he several tribes, after their settlement 
Canaan, until the coming of the Messiah, Joseph discovered' 
all the feelings of a dutiful and aflectionate son on the deatb 
of hia venerated parent, and obtained leave of Pharaoh tc 
go down into Canaan and fulfil his dying requesL Accord^ 
ingly, Joseph and his brethren, attended by many 
Egyptians, carried up the remains of Israel their lather, and 
buried them in the cave of Machpelah, 

The brethren of Joseph now indulged an apprehension that 
Joseph might still harbour resentment against them, and that 
now their father was no longer there to intercede for them, thej 
might at last receive at his hands the reward of their former- 
cruelty ; but Joseph assured them of his entire forgivenei^ 
affection, and good offices. He who has tasted the love of Go^. 
knows how to forgive even as he is forgiven; resentment oMi 
never lodge in his breast ; but the conscience once wounded' 
with guilt, is apt to be timorous and mistrustful ; he who 
can scarcely forgive himself, knows not how to believe that 
others can freely and entirely forgive him. Joseph con- 
tinued to an advanced age to hold hia high office in the 
court of Egypt, and was still the protector and benefactor of 
the people of Israel. Before his death he called around him 
his brethren, (that is, his relaijons,) and expressed to them 
his full confidence that God would certainly visit them, and 
bring them again to Canaan, the land of their fathi 



expression of his own lively faith in the promises of Go<i^^^| 
for the confirmation of theirs, he directed that his bod^^^l 
Id not be buried in Egypt, but, being properly securedi -^ 



should be carried up with the people into (he land of Canaan, 
when God should call them up thither, which was accordingly 

Thus closes the book of Genesis. After the death of 
Joseph another PharaoJi king of Egypt oppressed the 
Israelites, and made them work like slaves, and in every 
respect treated them with the greatest cruelty. This lasted 
for above sixty years, and (hen God appeared to delive* 
them by the hand of Mo; ""* 
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QUK8TI0NF. 

When Jacob grew old and feeble, what promiBe did he obtain firom 

Joseph ? 
In Jacob's last sickness who came with Joseph to visit him ? 
To which of the sons of Joseph did Jacob give the preference ? 
Did the prophetical blessings which Jacob spoke refer to his sons 

themselves, or chiefly to their families ? 
Were they made good in the after history of the tribes ? 
Where was Jacob buried ? 
Why did he wish to be buried there? 
Was Joseph kind to his brethren after their father's death ? 
Did Joseph die in Egypt ? 
Was he buried there ? 

Did the families of Israel continue to dwell in Egypt? 
Were they still kindly treated? 

The History of Job. 

We do not know the exact period of Job's history, but it 
is certainly very ancient. Some suppose that Job lived 
during the bondage of the Israelites in £g3rpt ; others think 
that he lived before Abraham. Job dwelt in the land of 
Uz ; he was one of the greatest men of the land, probably a 
prince or noble. His possessions were very vast, chiefly 
consisting in large numbers of sheep, cattle, asses, and 
camels. He had also seven sons and three daughters, and 
a very numerous household. But he was not so highly 
distinguished by outward prosperity, as by eminent piety, 
integrity, and benevolence. Both in his personal conduct, 
and in his public capacity, as a ruler and magistrate, he was 
.influenced by the fear of God, and conscientiously avoided 
and opposed eviL He also employed his wealth in relieving 
the miseries and promoting the comfort of others. He 
protected the oppressed, consoled the widow, relieved the 
fatherless, sheltered the stranger ; and the blessing of them 
that were ready to perish often came upon him. What 
a truly amiable and excellent character was that of Job ! and 
what a blessing when wealth is intrusted to one who thus 
employs it in doing good to those around him ! 

But piety and benevolence are no security against sudden 
reverses in outward things. Nor iadif^orldly prosperity in itself 
a proof of the favour of God; nor outward afflictions any 
mark of his displeasure. The wicked sometimes prosper in 
the world, and the righteous are often afflicted. There wee 
two things of far greater consequence than outward circum- 
stances, viz., the disposition manifestisd under them, and the 
final issue to which they lead. These remarks will be illus- 
trated in the history of Job. 



THE BISTOBT OS JOB, 

We sonietinies read in Scripture of evil spirits being I 
permitted to tempt men to sin ; and sometimes of their 
being very spiteful and malicious against those whom they 
cannot seduce, and contriving means to vex and harau 
iheoi. This should put us on our guard against all tempta- 
tions to evil, and lead us to pray for strength and grace 
to resist them. It sbouH also encourage us, under iri 
and afflictions, to be assured that neither wicked men i 
devils can do us injury, but as God permits them ; and thst | 
He will support his people under all the trials He sufTert- j 
them to be exercised with, and overrule them all to bring 
forth greater good. 

Satan had, no doubt, tried to tempt Job from his piety 
and integrity; but the good man baving the fear of God 
ruling in his heart, was enabled to stand firm and steadfast. 
When Satan could not find a blemish in Job's conduct, he 
basely insinuated that he was not sincere at heart, and that i 
he was religious, not from real inward love and choice, 
but for the sake of bis wealth and outward prosperity. 
It pleased the Almighty to permit a very severe exercise 
of the trial of Job's integrity and piety. He was all at onc^ i 
by the instrumentality of Satan and wicked men, plungec| I 
into a state of calamity and destitution, as signal as biv ! 
former prosperity. His oxen, asses, and camels, were ' 
carried away by robbers; his sheep destroyed by lightning; 
bis children crushed to death in the ruins of a house blown 
down by a whirlwind. When Job received the tidings of 
these overwhelming calamities, he uttered not a murmuring 
word, but bowed as became a saint of the Lord, and said, 
" The Lord gave, and the Lord haih taken away ; blessed be 
the name of the Lord." But Job's cup of misery was not yet 
ful). He was seized with a singular and dreadful distemper, 
so that his whole body was covered with painful and loath- 
some sores ; and his wife, who ought to have been his chief 
earthly comforter, aggravated his distress by her reproaches, 
and by urging him to murmur against the God who thus 
afflicted him, and either to provoke God to destroy him, or 
to put an end to his own misery. Yet, even under these accu- 
mulated trials. Job was enabled to retain his integrity and 
pious resignation. He said, " What, shall we receive good 
at ihe hand of the Lord, and shall we not also receive evil 1" 
In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 

After this. Job was visited by three of his friends, Eli- 
phaz, Bildad, and Zophar. They came with the professed 
intention of comforting him ; but when thei) w*\(.nftft?,fe4. 'Cwa 
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singular and complicated afflictions that were heaped upon 
himi they unjustly concluded, that Job had been a gmi 
sinner and a hypocrite, and that these afflictions were sigDil 
marks of the displeasure of God against Iiim. Under this 
impressvon, they uttered many bitter and cruel reproachej 
asainst him, and fiercely debated the matter with him. 
1 heir aentiments were just and correct on general principles, 
but utterly unjust in their application to Job's particular cMe. 

Job, in reply, steadfastly asserted his own innocency and 
integrity, and declared, that he could give no special and 
satisfactory reason why he should be thus singularly af- 
flicted. Job Bomeiiniea gave way to very rash expressiuns 
in the bitterness of his soul, and sometimes aeeins to hne 
forgotten that, however irreproachable in the sight of men, 
he was still guilty before God ; and that God was righteous 
and just in whatever calamities He inflicted. Still, however, 
he maintained, on the whole, a pious trust and confidence 
in God, and a firm ex{tectation of a future state, 

The more Job and his friends argued, the farther thej 
appeared from coming to any agreement. At length, a 
fourth visitant took up the debate; Elihu, who though a 
young man, and singularly modest, took a more correct 
view of the subject than either of the others. His argument 
was, that for wise and good purposes, God oflen afflicts 
men ; and that in every case, however severe our sulFerinp, 
our duty is submission. Elihu concluded his address with 
a sublime description of the omnipotence of the Creator. 
After this, Jehovah himself appeared in awful majesty, ad- 
dressing Job ont of the w>orlwind, magnificently illustrating 
Ms own inBnite power, and man's utter ignorance of his 
works and ways. 

Job then humbled himself in lowly submission and self- 
abhorrence before God. His submission was accepted; his 
integrity attested, and he was restored to his former, and 
yet more abundant prosperity. His friends were severely 
reproved for their rashness and cruelty ; but at the inter- 
cession of Job, they were forgiven. Job lived to a,gDod old 
age, and saw around him a numerous and prosperous family. 
His history is summed up, and hia example recommended, 1^ 
the apostle James : " Take, my brethren, the prophets who 
have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of 
suffering afHiction and of patience. Behold, we count then 
happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, 
■nd have seen the end of the Lord ; that the Lord is very 
pitiful, and of tender mercy." James v. 10, 11. 
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QUESTIONS. 

What periods are mentioned as the probable dates of Job's history ? 

What were Job's ontward circumstances? 

What was his mora] character? 

What evil spirit is mentioned as endeavouring to procure his 

calamities: 
To what circumstances was Job reduced in point of worldly pos- 

sessfons? 
What calamity befell his family ? 
Was he visitea with bodily disease ? 
How did his wife conduct herself towards him? 
Did Job murmur against God ? 
When Job's friends came to visit him iu his affliction, what opinion 

djd they entertain of him ? 
Were they correct in thinking him a hypocrite ? 
What was the design of God in thus afflicting Job? 
Which of Job's fH^ds spoke most properly? 
How was Job brought to humili^ and submission ? 
Was Job ever restored to prospenty ? 
Was the copd^ct of Joib's frieods approved by God? 



PERIOD IV. 

FROM THE BIRTH TO THE DEATH OF MOSES. 
I. The Early Life of Moses. 

A.M.M33.— B..C.1571. 

Pharaoh, the cruel king of Egypt and oppressor of the 
children of Israel, tried various means of afflicting that 
people, in die hope that their spirits might be broken, and> 
they be discouraged from any enterprise, and especially from 
forming themselves into families ; but all his attempts were 
vain, for the blessing of Grod was with this persecuted 
people, and the more they were oppressed, the more they 
multiplied. Finding his former projects fail, the wicked 
king commanded that all the male infants of the Hebrews 
should be destroyed. 

At this thne Amram and Jochebed, of the tribe of Levi, 
had a son bom of remarkable beauty and promise. Influenced 
by parental aflfection, they naturally desired to preserve his 
life; they had also probably received some extraordinary 
intimation that he should be spared and raised up for a blessing 
to Israel. We are not sure that they had received such an 
intimation, but it is said that what they did for his preserva- 
*tfon was ^one^^by faith," (Heb. xi. IS3,) and this leads us to 
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suppose that God had given them some command or pro- 
mise, on which their faith acted. With great difficulty they 
hid the inifant three months in their own house ; and when 
they found that concealment was no longer possible, Jocfaebed 
made a little cradle or ark of bulrushes, of such a shape as 
would float, and coated it within and without with slime 
or pitch to resist the water. She then placed her infant in 
the ark, and concealed it among the flags of the Nile, the 
great river of Egypt, and stationed her daughter Miriam at 
some little distance to watch what became of the babe» It 
pleased Providence to direct to the spot, the daughter of 
Pharaoh the king. On seeing the helpless babe her com- 
passion was excited, and she determined to preserve its life. 
Miriam came up, and offered to procure for it a Hebrew 
nurse ; on being permitted to do so, she went and fetched 
the mother herself, to whose care the child was committed to 
be brought up as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. He received 
from her the name of Moses, which signifies '' drawn out of 
the water." As Moses grew up, the princess had him in- 
structed in all the knowledge and wisdom of the Egyptians ; 
but his good parents had, earlier still, instructed bim in the 
principles of the true religion, and had taught him that the 
Israelites, however persecuted, were the people of Grod. 
These instructions secretly wrought in his mind, and bis 
heart being touched with compassion for the suflferings of 
his Hebrew ' brethren, he often visited them, and obtained 
information of their circumstances. 

At length, under the influence of a divine principle of &ith, 
he determined rather to choose his portion among the 
afflicted Israelites than among the oppressive Egyptians. 
He also began to entertain an idea that God would, by his 
means, deliver Israel. Thus impressed, he quitted the court 
of Egypt, and visited his brethren. Seeing an Egyptian 
oppress an Israelite, he slew the Egyptian, and rescued his 
brother ; but afterwards seeing two Israelites strive together, 
he endeavoured to reconcile them, saying, *'Ye are brethren." 
They, however, reproached him for the slaughter of the 
Egyptian, and Pharaoh hearing of it, sought to slay Moses ; 
but he fled into the land of Midian. The principles by which 
Moses was actuated are beautifully and instructively described 
by the apostle Paul (Heb. xi. 24* — 27.) "By ^th Moses, 
when he was come to years, refused to be called the jmhi of 
Pharaoh's daughter ; choosing rather to suffer afflic^jpi with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of aiii &pt ' 
teason ; esteeming the reproach of Christ grettor MhQhdN^ 
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the treasures in Egypt r for he liaJ respect unto tlie recompence 
of the reward. By i'aitli he forsook Egypt, not fearing the 
wrath of the king : for he eoilured, as seeiag Him who is in- 
visible." The only may to true greainess of character is to 
act always with the fear of God, aad the prospect of eternity 
before our eyes. If we do thus, we shall always prefer a 
good conscience to the greatest worldly gains and honours, 
and WG shall find that in so doing we have made a good 
choice. 

In Midian, Moses spent the second forty years of his life, 
and employed his time in keeping sheep. There he married 
the daughter of Reuel, RagucI, or Jethro, a priest or prince 
of that country, and had two sons. This long retirement 
was as beneficial in preparing Moses for Ins future importa. 
service, as bis previous education in Egypt had been. ExoJ 



Who was ihe kiiig of Egypt when Moses was liorr. ? 

How did he treat the Israelites? 

Why [lid the pHrGnu of Mosei conceal his birth ? 

When tliey could no longer conceal him at home, what did they di 

Who B-asleft to wateli Moaea ? 

Who found him! 

Who was employed to uurae Moses I 

What was he taught by hin parents? 

When Moses vos grown up what choice did he make 1 

Whither did he flee from the wrath of PharaohJ 

How long did he dwell in Midian ? 

What was his employment -there? 

^ II. Moses sekt to PKAitAoii. 



At length the time drew nigh when God would fulfil I: 
promises to Abraham and Isaac, in delivering their descen 
dants from Egyptian bondage, and bringing them into the lan.^ 
of Canaan. Moses was the appointed instrument for efiecting-fl 
this mighty work, and he was called toi tin a veryextraordinnrJI 1 
manner. As he kept sheep in Hoieb, the Lord appeared t(( I 
him in a burning bush or copse, which, though in a 6ame,i^ 1 
lire, was not consumed. Moses was astonished at the sigbi^. I 
and turned aside to gaze and wonder. A voice from the I 
bush enjoined on him sacred reverence, and then informed 1 
him'tliat he wag to go to Pharaoh, and to bring Israel.oiit of J 
B»ypt«' Moses shrunk from the task, considering bis OWA I 
— '^ftlin'" Bti^'the difficulty of the enteipTiae-, W^^.W\ifK^I 
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engaged to be with hJtn, aitd U) give liim success, utd ax i 
lokei) thereof, promised Moses that having brought the peo- 
ple out of Egypt, ihey should worship God in that mougi. 
\Ve may alnays rest asaured that God is able to fulfil all liii 
promises, and that if we seek Him in sincerity, lie will enablE 
OS to perform all his commands. However trying our duties, 
and however feeble our powers, if God be with us we neei 
not fear; and He is nigli to all that call upon Him in trutli. 

Moses humbly asked by what name he should proclaim tin 
message to Israel, and God declared Himself by that giw 
and awful name, " I AM, THAT I AM :" "Say to tie people 
of Israel, I AM hath sent thee." This name signifies " Hetkli 
exists," or that has life in Himself. Besides this, God km 
pleased to declare Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac. 
and Jacob ; the God who was in * covenant with tJiem, aa) 
who in rulRlment of that * covenant was now about to delivet 
their descendants. 

Moses' first errand was to the people, directing them to 
apply to Pharaoh for leave to go a three days' journey intojjie 
wilderness to saerifice unto their God. At first, Moses thought 
the people would not believe that God had lent him, but he 
was empowered to work several * miracles to convince then, 
such as his rod becoming a serpent, and again becoroiag s 
rod in hts handji also, his hand i 
'leprous, and then again in a moment becoming sound. 

As-' ..... 



s complained that he v 



brother Aaron was permitted 
to the people and to Pharaoh. 
father-in-law Jethro, and se 

Egypt. By the way he met j 
him, and they went together t' 
the message of Moses, and s. 
believed that God had 



a good speaker, bis 



ith him, and speak both 

Moses then look leave of his 

off to visit his brethren in 

i.aron, who came forth to meet 

• the people, who having heard 



n the 



^ he 



, and expressed their grniefui 



adoration of God, who had been pleased to look upon theit 
affliction. 

Moses and Aaron then went into the presence of Pharaoh, 
and asked permission for the people to go into llie wilderitess 
and worship their God. It should be observed, thai the lirst 
Pharaoh who oppressed the Israelites about the tisac of 
Moses' birth, was now dead ; but this Pharoali his suc- 
cessor resembled, and even went beyond him, in cruelty and 
hardness of heart. So far from complying with the reqoGat 
nf the people, PhoTaoh ordered that their burdens should be 
intseased. He demanded from them an equal quantity, . df 
bricks, which they were employed in making, but withjteld 
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from them the necessary tnateriaU. On this the people wen I 
disheartened, and reproached Moses and Aaron as having 
brought upon them (his new trouble, and Moses earnestly 
pleaded the case with the Lord. On this occasion the Lord 
renewed his prooiise by his name JEHOVAH, a God faithful 
to his word ; which he was now about to fulfil by delivering 
his people from their bondage. But the people were so diftf i 
coiiraged, that they woold not hearken to Moses. And ev^ f 
Moses himself shrunk from appearing again before Pharaobr 1 
until encouraged by fresh assurances of the Divine presencfJ 
aTid protection. Ac this lime it was directed that AaroBI 
should carry the rod or wand of Moses, and should perfontt I 
the miraclea in the sight of Pharaoh, to convince him chat ihaa 

God of Israel who had sent them, i 

power. On Aaron's rod becoming a 
of Phsraoh attempted, ; 



iracle ; 
there in 



ment lefl to their c 



a God of olmigh^ 1 
cut, the 'magiciai^f 
nitted, to imitate thig- 1 



rods also became serpents; but 

it of triumph, Aaron's rod swallowed up J 
theirs, thus maintaining a superiority which they could not I 
imitate ; but Pharaoh's heart was still hardened. When it iff I 
said that " the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heavt," we are noft I 
to suppose that God was the author or promoter of hiv ( 
wickedness. " Let no man say when he is templed, I aia i 
tempted of God, for God cannot be tempted with eviVj 
neither tempteth He any man ; but every man is temptedj T 
when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed ;" (Jamef 1 
i. 13, 14.) and when wicked men resist the calls of God, anA I 
the rebukes of conscience, they are Bomctimes in just judg- 
1 hardness and impenitence of heart; 



This w 



a the c. 



nith Pharaoh. Fixod il 



•ii. 13. 



When Mosea was eighty y oars old, to what grciit work was he called M 

In what manner was be called to his work? 

What encouraged Moeea to engage in eo arduous an enterprise 

Under wliat name did God declare liimseJf to Moaes? 

What is the meaning of that name? 

What •miracles was Moses permitted to work, to prove that God had ' 

sent him ? 
Why was Aaron permitted to aocompony Moses? 
Did the people of Israel believe that Moses was si 

deliver them I 
Whs the Pharaoh to whom Moaes was sent, the 

oppressed the Israelites? 
"iw did Pharaoh receive the message of Moaes? 

Kn the 'magicians imitRted the miracles, how did the superiority 

■f Mosea and Aaron appear? 



Irom God Uf 
me who firat 
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III. The Plagues of Egypt. 

A. M. 2613.— B. C. 1491. 

When first Moses was sent to Pharaoh he was commanded 
to say that Jehovah regarded Israel as his son, his first- 
born, and that if Pharaoh refused to let Israel go to serve 
his Father and his God, the first-bom of Pharaoh should be 
smitten ; but this awful judgment, though first threatened, 
was last inflicted, and lighter strokes were tried ; for God is 
long-suflering and merciful, not willing that sinners ahonld 
perish, but rather that they should come to repentance. 
The first miraculous judgment which Cod sent upon Egypt 
by the hand of Moses and Aaron, was the taming all the 
WATERS into BLOOD, SO that the fish died and became putrid, 
and the people were greatly distressed for want of water 
to drink. The Egyptians worshipped the rivers, particularly 
this great river, the Nile — and blood was their abhorr^ure. 
This miracle might well make them ashamed of their idolatry, 
and convince them that the God of Israel was the only .living 
and true God. This plague lasted seven days, but produced 
no good effect on Pharaoh's wicked heart. 

The second plague filled the rivers, lakes, and ponds, with 
f ROGS, so numerous, that they overspread the land, and filled 
the palace and the bed-chamber of the king, as well as erery 
meaner abode. Frogs, also, were regarded sacred bjr' the 
Egyptians, and thus, by making this creature a mortiiyii^ 
plague to them, additional contempt was poured on their 
idolatry. Pharaoh now seemed somewhat humbled, and 
begged Moses and Aaron to pray for the removal of this 
plague, promising to let the people go as they had requested 
— but when they did so, and the plague was removed, Pharaoh 
again hardened his heart. 

The next plague was that of lice. How humbling to the 
pride of man, that so mean and filthy a creature should be 
sent in such vast numbers, as to render their very liyes a 
burden ! This also reproved Iheir ♦ superstition-7-as the 
Egyptians were needlessly scrupulous about external purity 
in their idolatrous worship, while, at the same time, they 
practised the most filthy and abominable rites. The magi- 
ciana had been permitted to imitate the former * miracles, 
but they could not imitate this, and they were constrained 
to own the finger of God in it. 

The fourth plague was that of flies. These, also, they 
worshipped; indeed their chief god was Baalzebub, or fhe 
lord v/Jlies, While the Egyptians were thus tormented, the 
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Israelites were totally free from ihe plague, no fl 

irito their dwellings. Pharaoh now olTered to th 

to aacriHce to their God in the land of Egypt, 

was rejected. He then entreated the removal of tlieplagm 

and promised to lei the people go ; but when the plagu9j 

was Temoved, he again dealt deceitfully, and hardened Mm 

The fifth plague was a grievous mubkain, or disease amoiil 
their cattle. These creatures they worshipped while livinCI 
How forlorn must they feel themselves when they saw theii' 
gods fall dead at their feet ! and hoiv must the power of 
Jehovah appear in slaying the cattle of the Egyptians, which 
they worshipped, and at the same time preserving the cattle 
of the Israelites, by whom they were regarded in their prnpen 
light as useful brutes) Under this judgment, however, th«1 
heart of Pharaoh was still hardened. \t^ 

The sixth plague was sore boils, breaking out over maA" 
and beast. It was produced by sprinkling the ashes of the 
furnace towards heaven. In these furnaces the Egyptians 
used to offer human sacrifices, and scatter the ashes, in 
hope of obtaining a blessing from the gods of Egypt; but 
the true Ciod made it the instrument of their c 
torment, yet Pharaoh's heart was still hardened. 

Before the seventh plague was inflicted, Moses and AaroMlB 
appealed Co I'haraoh, and assured him that the God i 
Israel would glorify himself, by making him a signal moai^S 
ment of his power and vengeance. The plague threatene^fl 
and on the following day indicted, was very dreadful xnuNOM I 
and HAIL. This was quite unusual in that climate, 
therefore, the more terrific. It destroyed the iields, vinea^ J 
and sycamore trees of the Egyptians — ^but the land of Go3he%' < 
where Israel dwelt, was again preserved in this visitatit 
I'haraoh again professed repentance, and begged Moses a 
Aaron to pray for him. The; did so, and the plague vvasi 
removed, but Pharaoh still acted deceitfully. 

The eighth plague was that of locusts, which overspread' I 
the whole land, and consumed what remained from the f 
storm, Pharaoh, in haste, called for Moses and Aaron, i 
again implored the clemency he had so often abused. Meroy. | 
was extended, but he hardened his heart as before. ^ 

The ninth plague was a total DARKNEas, which lasted threflj i 
days, but all this time the children of Israel had light 
their dwellings. Pharaoh then offered the people to go, b 
to leave their cattle behind them. This they refused to, L 
do, as the cattle-were wanted both for food snd s&cu&<3«mJ 



were totally free from ihe plague, no flies came 
dwellings. Phnraoh now offered to the people 
le to their God in the land of Egypt, but this 
ed. He then entreated the removal of the plague, 
lised to let the people go ; but when the plague 
ived, he again dealt deceitfully, and hardened his 

:h plague wag a gripTous murrain, or disease among 
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)rn must they feel themselves when they saw their 
dead at their feet ! and how must the power of 
,ppear in slaying the cattle of the Egyptians, which 
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Klh plague was sore boils, breaking out over mall 
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lore trees of the Egyptians— but the land of Goshen, 
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ilored the clemency he had so often abused. Mercy 
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PbarWi then, in a rttge, ilrove Moses and Aaron tnm fail 
prnence, and tleclared he would see their face no n 
Tliey departed, having warned Pharaoh of the last ap|>raai^ 
in^ plague, the deatu op tub pikst-born. 
r The people of Israel were then directed to horrow, or uk 
of their neighbours, jewels of gold and silver — and the Lori 
inclined their hearts to lend them in great abundance— 
perhaps, to tlie value of the wages they had unjustl; 
withheld from the oppressed Israelites, (see James v. 4.) 
Before the last plague was inflicted, Israel was instructed to 
celebrate a significant rite, which was at once the means add 
the memorial of their deliverance. In every family, or two I 
unall families united, a lamb was set apart, slain, rnasHi], 
and eaten with great totemnity. 1'he blood of the victim 
was sprinkled on the lintel and door i»sts of every dwellhgi ' 
and all the inhabitants were directed to remain close within 
<hiors till morning. They were also informed that the hke 
solemnity was to be observed every year among them, and 
especial care was taken to instruct the children of each 
succeeding generation in its meaning. 

At midnight the tenth and most dreadful plague was in- 
flicted on the Egyptians. The angel of the Lord passed 
through the land, and slew nil the first-born both of man and 
beast, so that in all Egypt there was not a house, including 
the palace of Pharaoh, in which there was not one dead ; but 
the angel passed over the houses which were distinguished by 
tbe sprinkled blood, and did not hurt any of the families of 
Israel. Hence the observance thus instituted, was called the 
Feast of (he Passover, This is a type of the blood of Jesus 
Christ shed for our sins, by faiih in which atone, we can be 
' saved from tbe wrath of God, and the destruction that awaits 
the wicked. Thus we read in the New Testament, " Christ 
our Passover is sacrificed for us," 1 Cor. v. 7. " Ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb wiihout blemish and without 
spot," 1 Peter i. 18, 19. 

This last dreadful visitation procured the release of Israel, 
for Pharaoh rose up in haste, called for Moses and Aaron, 
and gave orders for the immediate departure of the people, 
with all their property. The Egyptians in general were very 
urgent with them to depart, and readily furnished them with 
whatever they desired of raiment and other valuable things. 
So sudden was their departure, that they took their dough in 
its unleavened stare, hound up in their leathern kneading- 
troughs on their shoulders. They went forth to the number 
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o£ GOO, 000 men 6t for war, i. e> of twenty years old and upwards, 
besides women, children, and aged persons. Their depurturp 
took place on the self-same day that they had accomptisheQ 
the 430 years predicted by God himself to Abraham thfilt 1 
forefather! ao faithful is God to his promises. Esod, vii. 14t,J 
4(it%u. Also, read Psalm cv. 



Pharaoh reiused to let Israel go, what plagues w 

., plaguea pour contempt on the idolatry of the '. 

■fiana! 

9a the tsraelites aiiffer with the Egyptians from these plagH^ f ' 
IPss Pliaraoh brought to penitence and subniiasion ? 
Did he ever make any profeaaiona and pronviiei ! 
WltaC was the lost plague which procured the release of Iirael I iii 
By wliat means were the families of Israel pteserTed, when ^ 
firat-horn of the Egyptians were slain? 
w were the people of Israel provided for their joumev? 
i (here any thing remarkable concerning the time of theh^ deptf 
tenure from Egypt? '" 

IV. ISRAEL PASSIHtl TURODBH lUB ReD Sej 




Tlie children of Israel were now to travel to the land « 
Canaan, bat they were to go under the es[iecial direction anfl I 
i^tjidance of God, and not to choose their own way. Tbd> i 
they might know from day to day the direction in which thc^A 1 
were to move, the Lord went before them in a pillar of cloud I 
by day, and a pillar of fire by night. This wonderful gnidef 1 
led them in a very myaterioua way, which seemed to expoB» a 
them to the greatest danger without a possibility of escape^ i 
for tbcy were hedged iu a narrow pass, between a chain oi> i 
high mountains, with a tower or garrison on the west, and) 
the Red Sea on ihe east; and Pharaoh, repenting that he hod' 
suffered them to depart, hastened to pursue after them witi))' i 
a mighty army, horses, and chariots of war. J 

Oa seeing the Egyptians pursuing them, the people were) I 
greatly afraid, and began to distrust God, and to reproacfu I 
Moses; but Moses encouraged them with an assurance thabv f 
God would work wonders for their preservation, and for tbei 
destruction of their enemies. At the command of God thb^ 
people went forward, and Moses lifting hia rod over the sea^ i 
(he waters divided, and the people went through oil id ' 
ground. . "I^-ci: 
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The cloudy, fiery pillar which had hiiherto passed before 
the people, now removed and rested behind them, casting h 
cheerful light towards the Israelites as they passed through 
the sea, but a dismal gloom to the Egyptians who pursued 
dieni. The Egyptians, however, were so infatuated as to 
1 of the sea; but from the cloudy 
pillar the Lord frowned upon them, which exceedingly 
aflrighted them, and compelled them to acknowledge that 
the Lord fought for the Israelites and against them : they 
now attempted to retreat, but Moses being commanded again 
to stretch his hand over the sea, the waters returned upon 
the Egyptians, and in the morning Israel beheld them all 
dead upon the sea shore. 

Then Moses and the children of Israel sang unto tlie 
Lord a song of grateful triumph. Miriam, also, the sister 
of Moses and Aaron, and a prophetess, accompanied by the 
women of Israel, sang the praises of the Lord, " Who is like 
unto thee, O Lord, among the gods ? Who is like unto tbee, 
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders ?" 

Having passed the Red Sea, and entered the wilderness of 
Shur, the people came to Marah, where they found the waters 
bitter, and they murmured and complained for r'ant o£ drink. 
Surely, they needed not distrust the Lord, who had wrought 
such wonders for them ; least of all should they have mur- 
mured when He saw fit to try them thus, but they should have 
patiently endured the chastening of his hand, and have waited 
the displays of his mercy. Sinful as they were, the Lord was 
gracious and merciful towards them, and directed Moses Eo 
cast a certain tree Into the waters, and they became sweet, 
Exodus xiii. xiv. sv. 



Wh») Israel lett Egypt, how did they know which way to take? 
Did they go the ihorteat way to Caaaan ? 

What was the first great difficulty to which they were esposed! 
How did they f;el over the 'Red Sea? 
Did the Egyptians overtake them? 

Did the pillar of fire and cloud ever cli^ige iti poaitioD towards tbt 
Israelites '! 



By whnm was the deliveranue of Israel celebrated in songs of 
. What inconvenience did the people suffer at Marah ? 
How did they conduct themselvea under it 1 
How was it remedied ? 



1 



A. M. Mia.-D. C. I«l. 

About a monili after the people had quitted ^gypt, ihey 
reached ihe wilderncBs of Zin. The provisions ihey brought 
with them were now nearly exhausted, and beginning to dis- 
trust for their future supply, they very wickedly murmured 
gainst Moses and Aaron for bringing them out of Egypt to 
perish in the wilderness. The Lord expressed his displeasure 
against tbem for their sin, but mercifully supplied their need, 
first, by causing vast numbers of quails to be driven towards 
them, and fall into the camp; the next day a miraculous 
supply of food called manna was rained down about their 
tents. This supply was afforded them daily, for a period of 
forty years. Every day each person went forth and giithered 
a sufficiency for his support, but none was to be kept till the 
morrow, that the people might learn to trust in God to give 
them day by day their daily bread. On the Sabbath-day no 
manna fell, but a double quantity fell the day before, and on 
that day they were permitted to keep it, and it always re- 
aiained sweet and good; though when they attempted lu 
keep it on other days, contrary to the Divine command, it 
became corrupt, and bred wonns. Thus God was pleased 
to put honour on the Sabbath, and to teach us that nothing is 
gained by disobeying his commands, and iiothitig lost by faith- 
liiUy serving Him. 

Some time after the people catnc to Rephidim, where they 
were in distress for want of water, and again murmured 
grievously against Moses. In reading the history of the peo- 
ple of Israel, we may well wonder that ihey were not cut off 
for their sins. But the Lord was gracious and merciful to 
them, according to his promises made to their 'ancestors. 
This mercy, however, was to Israel as a nation. Every indi- 
vidual had to answer for his own sins, and many were cut off 
or otherwise punished for their rebellions. When the people 
murmured, Moses prayed luito the Lord, and was commanded 
to strike the rock with his rod ; which he did, and the waters 
gushed out in a stream that followed them. The name of 
this place was afterwards called Massah and Meribah, or temp- 
tation and strife, this being one of Israel's great temptations, 
provocations or strivings. 

At this place Israel was attacked by the AmalekiteB, a fierce 
and warlike people. Joshua was sent forth, as the captain- ot' 
Israel, with some chosen men to meet tUe e'nt:tn^,wniM.'i'>«», 
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n, and Hur (one of the elders of Isra^) asced 
ratch the event of the .battle, anil to implM 
Divine favour and protection for Israel. As long he A 
cguld hold up his hands in prayer, Jushua and the Israelite 
prevailed; but when his hands drooped through wearinen, 
then AtnaJek gained the advantage. Aaron and Hur there- 
fore supported his hands until the going down of the sun, aDiit 
Joshua obtained a great victory over the Amafekites. This 
teaches us the power and efficacy of prayer. No means attt 
succeed unless God give his blessing; and lie will give it in 
answer to prayer. It also teaches us the duty of helping one 
another : " Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the Ian 
of Christ." 

Moses was directed to make a record of this victory for 
the encouragement of Joshua and the people, that they might 
expect that God would give them farther victories until He 
had accomplished all that He had promised to them. 

Moses also built an altar, and called it JEBOVAH-nijn, '^ (be 
Lord my banner." 

At this place, or at Sinai, where they next abode, Moses 
was visited by his father-in-law, Jethro, who brought wilh him 
Zipporah, the wife of Moses, and their two sons. Tbcry had 
a most affectionate and happy meeting, and joined togelher in 
praising the Lord for his goodness to the children of Israel. 
Jethro observing that Moaes was overcharged with business, 
in attending to the different causes and complaints of all the 
people, advised him to appoint persons to assiet him. This 
ad vicebeing sanctioned by the Divine approbation, was adopted, 
and seventy persons were appointed. After some lime, Jethro 
returned to his own country. Exod xvi. — xviii. 



When the people had exlmiisled their pii 

How lonf; did the manna continue to fall ? 
Did it fall every day ? 
What miracle was wrought at Rephidim! 
By what people were the la-aelites attacked: 
Who conducted the arm; of laraeU 
How did Moses, Aaron, and Hiir act 
■What was iLe result of the hiittlu? 
By whom was Moses visited? 

VI. The Giving of the La« 



About two months after their departure, the people calAfI 
the wilderness of Sinai. There God, having reminded them 
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of tlie deliverances he had wrought for ihem, was pleased 
to invite them to enter into a solemn covenant of obedience to 
all his commands. To this the people pledged themselves,' 
and the Lord spake to Moses out of the thick cloud in the 
hearing of all ilie people. 

Moses was commanded to set bounds round the niount; 
and to command the people during three days lo prepire 
themselves with the utmost reverence and Holemnity, for the 
communication whicli God was about to make to them. 

On the third day the trumpet of the Lord sounded aloud, 
dreadful thunderings and lightnings, darkness, smolce, and 
earthquake, commanded the attention and reverence of the 
people, while the voice of God was heard speaking Co Moses 
on the top of the mount. And the Ten Commandments or 
Moral Law was proclaimed in the audience of all the people. 
(The apostle Paul, writing to the Hebrews, strikingly describes 
this solemn scene, and shews the greater glory of the gospel 
dispensation.) Heb. xii. 18—29. 

The people being exceedingly terrified at the awful scene, 
besought that the Lord would no more speak to them Him- 
self, but that Moses might bring to them His declarations; 
but Moses encouraged them by the assurance that these 
awful discoveries were not intended for their destruction, but 
to caution them against sin and presumption. After this, 
many other laws were given to Moses. 
. Some of these laws were 'moral, or such as relate to our 
duly to God and our neighbour ; these belong to all mankind, 
and will he binding as long as the world endures. (These 
are strikingly explained and enforced by our Lord in his 
Sermon on the Mount, Matt. v. Ti. vii.) Others of these 
laws were 'ceremonial, and respected the worship of God 
among the Jewish people. Many very particular directions 
were given about building a "tabernacle, or place of worship, 
and the priests who were to officiate in it ; also about the sa- 
crifices that were to be offered, and the manner of sprinkling 
of blood, And washing with water. These observances were 
SB opposite as possible to those of idolatry, and were in- 
tended to preserve the Jews from the superstitions and evil 
customs of heathen nations. Tliey were also calculated to 
k impress on the minds of the worshippers the vast importance 
"f their sins being pardoned, and their nature purified ; and 

ihile they kept alive the believing expectation of the great 
Ktonemenc which God had promised, they served as types to 

t forth the blessings of the gospel. These observances 
■ 1 force till Christ died, and no \'jna,eT ■, ^tit sNVc-svivc 





I 
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Truth and Substance appeared, it was fit Uiat the types and 
shadows should pass away. (The Epistle to tlie Hebrews is 
expressly designed to explain this.) Many laws also were 
given at Sinai which were national, and respected the Jewish 

fieople only, vis. auch as related to the division of ibeir 
and — the inheriting of property^the claims of masters and 
servants — the punishment of injuries— and many others of 
similar import. These particular rules about common thingi 
seem chiefly designed to distinguish the Jews from all other 
nations, as God's own people, and to remind them that the 
Lord was their King, to whom they owed national as well as 
individual obedience. 

When the principal part of these laws had been delivered 
to Moses, he came and told them to the people, who pro- 
mised obedience. Moses then wrote the precepts in a book, 
called the Book of (he Covenant. He also set up an altar 
to signify the presence of Jehovah, and twelve pillars, as 
representing the twelve tribes of Israel ; and, acting as 
typical "Mediator between God and the people, he o^red 
sacrifices, and sprinkled part of the blood on the altar, part 
on the hook, and part on the people, and thus Israel became 
a people separated by covenant imto the Lord. (To this 
covenant the apostle Paul alludes, Heb. is. IB— 30.) After 
this, Moses remained forty days and forty nights in the 
Mount, receiving more particular instructiona concerning the 
^tabernacle, thc'priests, and "sacrifices; his servant Joshua also 
remaining near at hand, though not in the immediate presence 
of God, as Moses was ; and the Lord gave unto Moses two 
tables of stone, on which were written the ten command- 
inents, by the finger of God himself. Exod. nix.— xxxi. 



What particular dispensation look place nbmit two inontlia after the 

Iwaeliles left Egypt? 
Where was the Inw given ? 

What peculiar aolemnities attended the giving of the law ? 
In which of the 'Epiattea of the New Testament is moat aUuaiun 

made to thia aubject? 
What is the uao of the moral law! 
Do its obligations extend to all mankind in all ages ! 
What waa the deaign of the •ceremonial law ? 
When did it cease to be in force? 
Why were Buch particular lawa given to tlie Jewi.1i nation about 

oommon things? 
How loug did Moses remain in the mount, receiving these laws ? 
By whom waa the moral law (irat written on tables of stona? 



VII. The GoLDEf Calf, ' 



I TRA>ISACTI0Ht4 



During the long absence of Mases the people became im- 
patierii, forgetful of the terrors they had lately experienced; 
and, unmindful of the promiaea they had made of being faith- 
ful and obedient unto Gad, they prevailed on Aaron to assist 
tLem in making a golden calf, which they worshipped as their 
deliverer from Egypt, anil whicli they called upon to guide 
them in their future movements. What a picture of the folly 
and inconsistency of human nature ! It teaches us to be very 
humble, and not to rely on our own strength. The strongest 
vows will not prove sufficient to bind us from the grossest 
sin and folly, unless we are constantly seeking strength from 
God lo enable us to keep them. 

Before Moses quitted the mount, the Lord informed him 
of the sin which the people had committed ; and so awfully 
was the displeasure of God kindled against them, that He 
threatened utterly to destroy thetn, and olFered to make of 
Moses a great nation ; but Moses interceded with God to 
spare his people, and fulfil the promises He had made to 
them ; and, notwithstanding their wickedness, the Lord re- 
pented of the evil which He thought to do them, 

As Moses and Joshua came down from the mount, and 
drew near to the camp of Israel, they heard [he people 
shouting and dancing round the idol they had made ; and 
Moses being exceedingly grieved at their wickedness, cast 
jrom him the tables of stone, and brake them beneath the 
mount, to shew that Israel bad broken the covenant of God, 
and deserved to be deprived of all its blessings. He also 
took the idol, burnt it in tlie dre, ground it to powder, scat- 
tered it in water, and made the people drink of it. Having 
severely reprimanded Aaron for the share he had taken in 
this abominable transaction, Moses called upon those who 
had steadfastly adhered to the Lord, to gather themselves to- 
gether unto him, and execute the righteous vengeance of God 
against the ringleaders of this riot. Accordingly the Levites 
assembled, and slew of the most guilty about 3,000 men, 
and a plague from the Lord visited others. After this, 
Moses made earnest intercession with the Lord for Aaron 
and for the people ; and the Lord promised to fulfil his 
intention of beaiowiug upon them the land of Canaan, and 
l.eng^ed to be among them as heretofore. 



CALF, &c" 

On tills occasion Moses personally received signal teati- 
nionies of the Divine favour. To him nas granted a vie* of 
tlie glory of God, as far as tlie frailly of human nature could 
admit, so that it was said of Moses that he saw God face to 
face, tuid conversed with Him, as a man with his friend, AJtei 
this, Moses again abode forty days in the mount with God, 
during which tiroe he received further instructions, and wrow 
tables of stone the words of the covenant, and tbe' 
ten commandments, and when, at ihe end of the forty daji 
he returned to the people, his face shone bo, that the fsraelitw 
could not bear to look upon him, and he covered his fiM 
with a vail. " The righteous is more excellent than tne neigb^ 
bour," and he that lives a life of piety and obedience Iberia 
B lustre around him, which even the nicked see and adnwrei- 
Among many other directions which Moses received in Ae 
jtmt, he was commanded to set apart Aaron and biit wm 
be 'priests of the Lord. Accordingly, when the rtihet^ 
nacle and its furniture were completed, and the garments «f 
the priesthood prepared, Aaron and his sons were '•ctjnse*' 
iirated with sacriRces as the Lord had appointed. The clotid 
of the Divine glory then rested upon, and filled the newly 
erected tabernacle, and fire from heaven consumed the tint 
sacrifice. This fire was never permitted to go out, but waji 
carefully preserved to consume the sacrifices that were 
henceforth ofiered from day to day. The cloud resting on' 
the tabernacle, or on the "ark of the covenant, from that 
time went before the children of Israel and directed all theiT 
id there the Lord promised to hesr and 
answer the prayers of hia people, Exod. xxiii,— xl. "" 



What occurred in the camp of Israel during the long abiejtc^^'i/', 
Moses! ■ '■■■" 

How did Aaron act on this occaiion 1 ■ \ 

What wan threatened against the peojilc o! larasl for diU sin I . i 
Did Moaes concur in the tlireatcned destruction uf Israel ? 
What was tbe result of his • 



Were the people in any way punished! 
What parhcular honour was put upou Mobcb! 
Did IHoaea return to the mount for further insi 
Wliot family was •consecrated to the priests' offire 
Wlial took place when llie • tabernacle waa set up aud the prieila 
were consecrated. 



VIII. FlTRTHEl 



Shortly after the "consecraUon of Aaron and his tons to 
the priestly office, tivo of hia sona, Nailab and Abihu trans- 
gceesed tlie command m en C of the Lord by putting inio their 
'censers of incense strange fire, i. e. common fire, fire not 
lighted at that which came down from heaven; and imme- 
diately there came forth fire Ircini tlie Lord and consumed 
them. This awful judgment should impress on our minds 
the solemn truth tltat Cod will be had in reverence of all 
them that are round about Him. Let us never regard exact 
obedience in the worship of God a trifle or a tiling of no 
consequence, but be concerned in every thing to obey hia 
commands, and especially to worship Him who is a spirit in 
spirit and in truth. Under this painful bereavement, Aaron 
was enabled to manifest holy submission to the will of God> 
He " held his peace." Lev. x. I — 7. 

Not long atler this, the son of an Israelitish woman named 
Sbelomith, but whose father was an Egyptian, having a 
quarrel with a man of Israel, in the heat of his fury he blas- 
phemed the name of the Lord, and cursed. At the command 
of God he was stoned to death by all the congregation of 
Israel. How carefully ought we to guard against rash and 
sinful anger, and especially against taking the name of the 
Lord our God in vain, for the Lord will not bold him guilt- 
less, that tnketh his name in vain. Lev. jcxiv. 10—16. 

Afler remaining about a year in the wilderness of Sinai, 
the tribes, at the movement of the sacred cloud, proceeded 
in their appointed order towards the wilderness of Paran. 
Wherever the ark moved, Moses prayed that the power of 
God might protect His people and confound their enemies ; 
and when the ark rested, he prayed that the presence and 
blessing of God might rest among the thousands of Israel. 
Numb. X. 

Notwithstanding the goodness and mercy of God towards 
them, the people still continued perverse and rebellious. On 
one occasion we are told they murmured, and the Lord was 
displeased and sent forth a fire which burned them in the 
uttermost parts of the camp. Ac the intercession of Moses 
the fire was stayed, but the place was called Taberah, ov 
l/urning. 

After this, the people inordinately desired flesh to eat, 

\ broke into open murmuring. They diattuwed the "^Q-we.^ 



THS BFIsa BEKT TO CANAAN. 



and providence of God, wliich they had already bo richly 
experienced, and they deBpised the provision with wlvicli 
they mere bo highly favoured, calling the manna " light food." 
The Lord heard (he voice of their murmuring, and in anger, 
not in mercy, He indulged their desire for fieeh, by (enctiDg 
them a vast abundance of quails, enough to supply them — 
not as in the former instance a single day, but a whole moMh, 
But the wrath of God followed their sensual indulgence: i 
plague from the Lord cut otf the fattest of them ; those who 
had most eagerly desired and had moat intemperately fed on 
the luxurious diet. Many fell there, and the place wii 
called Kibrotk hatlaavah, or the graves of luft. How wise te 
the injunction, " Be content with such things as ye bave." 
(Heb. xiii. 5,) and how suilable the prayer, " Feed rae wilh 
food convenient for me." Prov. xxx. 8. 

From this place the people jonrneyed to Hazeroth ; while 
they abode there, Miriam and Aaron indulged the sin of 
envy against their brother Moses, and murmuted that they 
hud not equal auihority with him. Moses was a very meek 
and humble man, and he did not resent their unkindness ; 
but the Lord saw fit tn interpose : and Miriam, (who had 
been the most guilty) wast visited with a leprosy, which, 
though it wfts healed at the intercession of her injured brother, 
obliged her to be shut out of the camp seven days." Nnn). 



Whnt ocCBBioned tip death of two of Aaron's aona ? 

What was the crime, and what the punishment of Slielomith's ion } 

What was Moaca' prayer when tlie ark removed, and when )1 

What signal punishment was inflicted on the peoplo for murmuring! 
What indulgence was granted them when they despised the manna 

and desired flesh! 
Was this indulgence grantefl in mercy or in anger? 
What puniBbment followed? 
What offence did Miriam and Aaron commit, and how was Miriam 

punished I 



The people had now reached the borders of the promised 
land, and Hoses said to them " Ye are come to the mountain 
of the Amorites which the Lord onr God doth give unto us. 
)^old the Lord thy God hath set the land before thee; go 
pMid posstsa it, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath said 
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unto thee, fear not, neither be discouraged." Deut« i. 20, 2K 
But the people proposed first to send up twelve men, one of 
each tribe, to view the land, and bring them an account of it. 
This was quite^ needless, for God had told them that it was a 
good land, and that they should possess it; and had they 
been truly believing and obedient, they would have relied on 
his word, and have gone up and taken possession of it. Of 
the twelve spies, only two, viz. Joshua and Caleb, were men 
of faith and courage. The rest were all terrified at the 
people who dwelt in the land, and said it was impossible to 
conquer them. They could not help admitting that it was a 
good land, for they brought, as a specimen of its fruits, one 
bunch of grapes, of such a size as to be borne between two 
of them ; but they discouraged the people by telling them 
of the difficulty of obtaining possession. Caleb assured the 
people that they were abundantly able to go up and possess 
the land in the strength of God, who had promised to be their 
helper; but the people believed rather the discouraging 
report of the other spies, and gave themselves up to discon- 
tent and despondency, vainly wishing that they had never 
quitted Egypt, and even proposing to appoint themselves a 
captain and return thither. Moses and Aaron fell on their 
faces before the Lord, trembling for his displeasure against 
this perverse people ; and Joshua and Caleb said and did all 
they cotild to persuade them to obey the commandment of 
the Lord, and to trust in his power and promises. But instead 
of hearkening unto them, the people even attempted to stone 
them. At this moment the glory of the Lord was seen on 
the tabernacle, and the rebels were silenced and confounded. 
Again the Lord threatened to cut off this wicked and incor- 
rigible people, and to make of Moses a great nation. But 
Moses again interceded, especially pleading the name by 
which Jehovah had been pleased to make himself known as 
"the Lord, long-suffering, and of great mercy, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin." And at his word the Lord 
refrained from destroying the rebels, and cutting off Israel as 
a nation ; but at the same time declared that not one of those 
who had despised the good land should ever enter it. Ac- 
cordingly they were sentenced to wander forty years in the 
wilderness, till all who had then attained to years of maturity 
had fallen by death ; but their little ones, whom they had said 
should be a prey, were to be preserved, and after forty years 
brought to possess the land which their fathers had despised. 
Joshua and Caleb alone, who had honoured the Lord by their 
faith and obedience, and followed Him fully with all their 
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Iieart, were exempt from (he general decree, anil spared to 
inherit the good land. The ten unbelieving spies were im- 
mediately cm off by pestilence, and the people were directed 
to return into the iriiderness towards the Red Sea. But lum 
ihey were as obstinately bent on going np to possess th« 
land, as they had before been disobedient in refusing to da 
it : and though Moses tmlreated them to siibmit theinselvei 
to the Lord, and assured them that this act of rebellion wonM 
not prosper, they went to the hill top, where they were met 
by tbe Amalekites and Canaanites, who soon conquered them. 
Numb. xir. 



When the Istoelitas arrived at the borders of Canaan, did they ax 

once go up to possess it .' 
What report did ihc spiee bring of tbe land ? 
Wlio were tbe two spies that gave a diflerent report! 
Did tht' piHiplc hearken to ibe ten, or to the two? 
Was the displeasure of God manifeaied ngainst their unbelief! 
What sentence went forth against all the people, except Caleb and 

Joshua ! 
What punishment immediately befell the ten spies? 
How long had tbe people to wander in the wilderness bccAUse of 

Did tliey after this attempt (o gain possession of Canaan ? 
What was the result of this attempt ! 



I 



X. FcRTHEa Transactions is the Wilbernebi 






Among tlie many laws given to the Israelitea, those Toth 
observance of the Sabbath were very strict and explicit, and 
any transgression must needs be a presumptuous sin, because 
when it was so expressly stated what tliey were to do and 
wliat they were not to do, (hey could not possibly plead ig- 
norance ; but just after these commands were given, a man 
was found gathering sticks on the Sabbath-day, and as a pre- 
sumptuous offender he was sentenced to be stoned to death. 

Some time afterwards a daring rebellion broke out among 
the people. It originated with Korah, a Levite, who envied 
Aaron and his sons the honour of the priesthood, which God 
had seen fit to confine to that fatnily, and aspired at sharing 
it with him. He won over Dathan and Abiram with two 
hundred and fifty of the princes, who joined in upbraiding 
MoRCE and Aaron as taking {oo much honour to themselves. 
Moses in vain attempted to convince them of the sin of thus 
Jeapisiag the dptninion Eind lule t\\at Go4 \\ai eaVa-Mwhed 



id 
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among them. And the Lord in awful judgment interposedt 
causing the «artit to open and swallow up Dathaii, Abiiaiit 
aad the family of Korah, with all theii goods ; while at the I 
same time fire from the Lord consumed Korah and his com* \ 
pany who stood with 'censeTs al the door of the labernaciSt 
to offer incense, which was the ofRce of the priests only. Bill 
even this awful expression of the Divine displeasuie did loffl 
quell the tumultuous disposition of the people. Instead wl 
Immhling themselves under the mighty hand of God, theff 
munnured against Moses and Aaron as having caused tM I 
death of the rebels, whom they called the Lord's peoplci A 1 
plague from the Lord was sent forth to punish this new re- 
belhon. But Aaron fiUed his censer with incense, and hur 
lened to make atonement for the people. He ran in with hiq J 
censer between the living and the dead and so the plague 1 
was stayed, but not till many thousands had fallen by ita 1 
ravages. What a dreadftil thing is sin, that calls forth suc^ T 
expressions of anger from the God of mercy and compassion^ j 
and pours such calamities on men ! ] 

Furiiier to convince the people (hat Aaron was indeed I 
appointed by God to the priesthood, and had not taken the I 
honour on himself, the Lord was pleased to work a special 
miracle. The head of every tribe was coramanded to brii|^ , 
a rod or staff, all cut from the same tree, each having the ' 
name of the tribe on it, except that of Levi, which was to 

bear the name of Aaron. These rods were laid in the taber- 
nacle all night, and on the morrow it was found that Aaron's 
rod alone had produced the leaves, blossoms, and fruits of 
almonds, while all the other rods remained barren. This rod 
was laid up in the ark as a * memorial to all generations that 
Aaron and his family were chosen to minister before the 

^d. Numb. XV. xvi. 



m wa^ the Sabbath-breaker punished 1 
ith whom did the next rebeUion originate ? 
iiat puriiibment befell Dathan and Abiram ! 
What puiiiBhmcnt wan inflicted an Kotah and hia company ! 
Were the people humbled by these judgments, or did tliey murmti 
Btthem! 
ih what new judgment were they viaited? 
vfhat new miracle was the appointment of Aai'Cii *atle9ii.'dr< 



XI. Thb Death or Miriam, 
MoBES AND Aaeon. — D; 



Tramsoression 



We are not told much of the history of the people during ] 
their long wanderings in the vrildeTneGs; but in the first 
month of the fortieth year they were at Kadesh in the wil- 
derness of Zin and on the borders of the land of Canaan. 
There Miriam died and was buried. 

At this place the people were in want of water, and the 
new generation, imitating the rebellion of their fathers, gave 
way lo murmuring and despondency, and contended witli 
their leaders. Moses and Aaron prayed, and inquired of 
the Lord, and were directed to take the rod as a token of 
the Divine presence and power, and to speak to the rock in 
the presence uf the people, and it should yield them 'water 
in abundance. But on this occasion these good men erred 
in their spirit and conduct. Instead of speaking to the rock, 
Moses spake harshly and unadvisedly to the people, and 
thrice smote the rock, saying, " Ye rebels, must we fetch 
you water out of this rock?" as if the work and the glory 
in some degree belonged to them. It pleased God however 
to grant the needed supply ; the stream burst forth abtin- 
dantly for the supply of them and iheir cattle. But in 
conserjuence of this transgression, Moses and Aaron were 
excluded from entering Canaan, and the water and the rock 
were called Meribah, or strife, for there God strove with hit 
people, and was awful in justice as well as abundant in 
mercy- This is not the same place mentioned in p. 59 ; that 
was Meribah Massah, this Meribah Kadesh. 

The direct road' to Canaan, lay through a part of the land 
f Edom inliabited by the descendants of Esau. The Is- 
raelites asked leave to pass through, promising to do no 
injury. But the Edomites refused this, and threatened them 
vith the sword. Yet the Israelites were not sufTtred to trespass 
ir molest them, but took along circuit round their country. 
Those who profess to be the people of God, should be ex- 
amples of forbearance and respect to the rights of others, 
^ven when they are treated by them with nnkindness. 

On the road from Kadesh to Canaan, Aaron was called to 

lie. At the command of God, Moses took Aaron in his 

priestly robes, and Eleazer his son, to Moimt Hor, in the sight 

of all the •congregation. The garments were then taken 

I A'om Auron, and put upon his son, w\\o v\venGclotwati\itn».me 
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*high- priest, and Aaronimiiiediatelyexpireil, greatly lamented J 
by all tbe people. Numbers xx. 



Who diedst Kadeah? 

What else happened there '. 

How did Moaes and Aaron 'transgreaa? 

Why was the place called Meribah ? 

Which woa the direct road to Canuan ! 

Why dill not the people pasa that wa^? 

What took place at mount Hur? 

Who was 'liigh-priest after Aaron? 

XII. The BiiAzEN Sebpent, — Sihon asd Oo.— 



Before they quitted mount Hor, Arad, one of the kings I 
of the Canaanites attacked the people, and look some pri- 
soners. In their distress they cried unto the Lord, and Hi 
gave them victory over their enemies. 

Sooa after this, the people again murmured, at the length ' 
and difBculty of the way. They also experienced som^ 
scarcity of water, and became again dissatisfied with th^ 
manna, which ibey called light bread. The Lord was 
greatly displeased at these murmurs, and sent among thf i 
people fiery flying serpents, which bit or stung many of the 
people to death. When thus visited, they acknowledged 
iheir sin, and entreated Mosea to pray for the removal of a 
this dreadful scourge. Moses did so, and the Lord cohit [ 
manded him to make a brazen serpent, and set it on a high ■< 
pole, in sight of all tbe camp; and (o tell the people that 
whoever was bitten on looking at this serpent should bf 
healed. They did so, and were healed accordingly. Thi« 
is a lively type or emblem of our Lord Jesus Christ being 
lifted up on the cross to die for the sin of man, and thof J 
those who are wounded by sin, may look upon Him by rar | 
pentance and faith, and receive pardon, peace, and everlasting 
salvation. Our Lord himself taught us this, when He saidi 
" As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 89 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whosoever believetli 
on Him might not perish, but have eternal life." John iiii 
I*, 15. 

AAer this the people went on, and at last encamped on 
plain of Moab in the east of Canaan. There they wan 
water, and the Lord mercifully supplied them. 

They were now come 10 the land of the AmorStes, whict ' 
was indeed part of the land promised to tliem^ but they did 



not expect at that time to possess it, and only wished ti 
peaceably tliniugii. This tliey requested of Sibon the m 
He not only refused them, but came out to attack tli 
(>od gave to Israel a complete victory over the Amoritn, I 
Sihon was slain, and allhia dominions taken possession trfbf 1 
the Israelites, as the first fruits of their conquests. I 

Having driven out the Amorites, the people next proceeded 1 
by the way of Basban. Og, king of that couniry, tvas a gain ' 
very fierce and formidable ; yet God cotniuanded the peofde 
to attack him, and gave them a complete victory, so that. bis f 
lands also became their [losseEsioD. I 

The king of Moab hearing of these victories of lanel, I 
became greatly alarmed, and joined in council with the princes 1 
of Midian. They need not have been afraid, for Israel had 
been expressly forbidden to molest any of the descendants 
of Lot or Esau, and the Moabiies were descended from Lot. 
However, Balak, king of Moab, and the princes of the Mi- 
dianitea agreed together, to hire a celebrated * soothsayer, 
named Balaam, to come and curse the people of Israel, by 
which means they hoped to prevail against them, Balaam 
was a man of great knowledge. Though he dwelt amoog 
a heathen people, he knew that Jehovah was the only troe 
God, and that Israel was his people ; but Balaam waa a wicked 
and covetous man, and was willing to do any thing for the 
love of gain. When Balak and the princes of Moab sent 
to him, offering him great rewards, he was very willing to 
go with them, but professed to ask counsel of God. Ii 
eomeiimes pleased God, for wise reasons, to make known 
his will, even to wicked men, and to compel them to utter it. 
He did so in the case of Balaam, and expressly forbade him 
to go to curse the people of Israel, for they were a people 
whom God had blessed. Balaam said to the messengers that 
he dared not go with them, — but it was plain that his heart 
was all along set on going, and receiving the reward of un- 
righteousness. Balak sent to him again with an offer ofstill 
greater rewards. At length Balaam was permitted to go. 
We are not by this to suppose that it became lawful and 
tight for him to do that which was in itself sinful, 1iut that 
God gave him up to follow the devices of his own wicked 
heart, and take the dreadful consequences. On his journey, 
Balaam was met by the angel of the Lord, who stood in the 
way, once more to warn him of his wickedness. Balaam saw 
not the angel, but the ass on which he rode saw a dreadful 
vision, and turned aside. Balaam, with much fury, smote 
fAe fcesst, who was miraculously eit%bled lo v^e.^ as with 
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a man's voice, and forbade ihe madness of tlie prophet. Tha. I 
angel reproved liim for liis cruelly and peiverseneas, and, I 
told liim that hja journey was highly offensive to God. He, 
Lunever, proceeded ; and when lie came to the land of Moab 
Le joined Baluk in offering several idolatrous sacrifices, and 
[hen attempted to curse the people. But the Lord com- . 
pelled liim again and again lo pronounce Israel a most blessed J 
people, and one that should triumph over all its i 
Indeed, he was so fully convinced of their happiness, that bft 1 
said, " Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my la^ *! 
end be like his." The worst of men may have such a wish i 
as this ; but it is quite in vain for any who do not live the 
life of the righteous to hope lo die their death. Al^er 
repeatedly attempting to comply with Dalak's wicked desire I 
m cursing Israel, Balaam was at last disgraced, and sent awkjl fl 
without bis promised reward. J P 

After this, tbe people of Midian and Moab, at the wicked | 
suggestion of Balaam, pretended to be very friendly \ 
Israel, and invited ihem to attend their leasts. By tlt» I 
means chey were drawn into idolatry and great wickednessf I 
nnd the anger of the Lord was kindled against diem. Soma I 
of the most hardened transgressors were cut off by ih* [ 
sword of the magistrate, and many more fell by a plaglM | 
tram the Lord. The number who perished amounted ta J 
twenty-four thousand — a sad proof chat the greatest injurjJ 
our bitterest enemies can inflict on us, is by obtaining out I 
consent to sin. Israel was invincible as long as tbe people lei I 
mained faithful and obedient to God ; hut when they fell [ 
into sin, sorrow inevitably followed. 

After this, God commanded Israel to avenge tliemselvei 1 
of the Midianites; andavast slaughter of that wicked people 
was made by [he sword of Israel ; but not one of thelsraeliti 
waa slain. Among those who fell was Balaam, the wicked { 

'I'he two tribes of Reuben and Gad, and (he half tribe of | 
Manasseh, having much cattle, were permitted by Moe 
settle in the lands already conquered,— but on condition that 
ihey should go over Jordan and assist their brethre 
conquering the land of Canaan. Numbers xx). xxv. xxxii ; 



_y iiftt ntw discontents were among the people ? 
ro they punished ? 
It tbe appointed means of this miraculou 
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Was the brazen serpent a t3npe of any other healing? 

What was the first people whom the Israelites conquered I 

What was the second? 

Who was sent for by the king of Moab to curse Israel t 

Did he do wickedly in going ? 

How was he febuked on his journey ? 

Was Balaam permitted to curse Israel ? 

What became of Balaam at last ? 

XIII. The Numberiko of the People, and the Death 

OF Moses. 

A.M. SftSS.— B.C. 1451. 

After the ^transgression of Israel with the Midianitesi but 
before the vengeance inflicted on that people, Moses and 
Eleazer, the high-priest, were commanded to number the 
children of Israel from twenty yeara old and upwards; 
when it appeared that not one remained, excepting Caleb 
and Joshua, of those who were numbered at Sinai, and who 
were of age to fall in with the unbelief that shut them out 
of Canaan. That generation having passed away in the 
wilderness, it only remained that Moses (on whom a like 
sentence had been passed, for his * transgression at Me- 
ribah) should die, and Israel should enter into Canaan. 
Moses humbly and earnestly besought the Lord that he 
might be permitted to go over Jordan and behold the goodly 
land, but this was. denied, — he only saw it from a distance. 

Being informed by God of his approaching departure, 
Moses earnestly implored that a successor might be ap- 
pointed. The Lord was pleased to grant his request, and 
appointed Joshua, who had been long tried as a man of 
wisdom and courage, faith and piety. Joshua was publidy 
acknowledged by the people, and Moses gave him a solemn 
charge in their presence. The short remainder of his tine 
Moses spent in giving particular directions for the division 
of the promised land, in * recapitulating the mercies of God 
towards the people, in urging them to fidelity and obedience, 
and in foretelUng the blessing that should be bestowed upon 
them if they were obedient, and the dreadful punishments 
they would incur by disobedience. These instructions were 
summed up in a song, or poetical prophecy, which Moses 
rehearsed to the people, and commanded them to teach their 
children in all generations. Afler this, Moses soleninly. and 
affectionately blessed the tribes, in a manner which ttieir 
* subsequent history fully verified. 
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Moses then went up to the top of Pisgah, one of the 
mountains of Nebo, over against Jericho, whence he could 
take an extensive view of the promised land. And he died 
there, according to the word of the Lord, and the Lord buried 
him, but no man ever knew the place of his sepulchre. At 
the time of his death Moses was an hundred and twenty years 
old, but his sight and strength were as vigorous as they 
had ever been, the Lord having thus remarkably fitted him 
for his arduous work. He was also declared to be the most 

eminent and highly honoured of all the prophets, as he 

was admitted to more immediate and intimate communion 

with God. 

The wish of Moses to go over Jordan and enter the land 

of Canaan, was very natural ; but his loss was far more than 

made up in being removed to heaven, of which Canaan and 

all its pleasures formed but a feeble type. Numbers xxvi. 

xxvii. — Deut. throughout. 

The chapters in Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, 

to which no special reference is made, are chiefly occupied 

with particular laws. 

Together with the period of sacred history now completed, 

should be read Psalms Ixxviii. xcv. cv. cvi. cvii. cxxxv.cxxxvi. 

QUESTIONS. 

For what purpose were the people numbered by Moses and 

Eleazer? 
Why was not Moses permitted to enter Canaan ? 
Who was appointed as the successor of Moses ? 
How did Moses employ tlie closing period of bis life ? 
Was Moses feeble with old age ? 
Where did Moses die? 
What is said of his burial ? 
What Psalms particularly refer to the children of Israel in Egypt, 

in the wilderness, and as obtaining possession of Canaan? 



PERIOD V. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF ISRAEL IN CANAAN, AND 
GOVERNMENT OF THE JUDGES. 

L Tbe Passage over Jordan, and Conquest of Jericuo. 

A.M. S553.— B.C. 1451. 

As soon as Moses was dead, God was pleased to speak to 
Joshua, and encourage him in the great woik to viVk\c\\\i^Yt««. 
now called, by assuring him that as He \\ad\>eeTiWv^'WftAft.% 

E Z 
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and upheld liiin in all his ways, bo would He be wich him also, 
Thus encouraged, Joshua ilirected the people to prepare for 
crossing Jordan, and entering the promised land ; and thn 
readily and aoleinnly promised (o be faithliil and obedient, if 
the Lord was, indeed, with Joshua, as He had been wilb 
MoEes. In the strength of the Lord the feeblest may be 
made strong, and if tie is our helper we need not fta 
en);sginf; in any enterpriEC, however arduous, or meeUflg 
any trial, however severe. 

The first thing Joshua did was to send spies to judge of 
the state of the land, and the best mode of altacking it. The 
spies went to Jericho, and lodged in the house of a woman 
named Raliab. She believed that God would give the land 
lo the people of Israel, and therefore she was kind to the 
aj)ies and hid them from the pursuit of the kbg of Jericboi 
who sought their lives. In the Epistle to the Hebrews we 
are told that, "by faith" she was saved from perishing with 
them that believed not, (Heb. xi. |31,) for she entreated the 
spies to shew the same kindness to her as she had shewn to 
them, and to preserve her life, and that of her family, when &t 
city of Jericho should be destroyed, which was done accoid- 
ingly. Rahab was afterwards married into one of the fami- 
lies of Israel, and had the honour of being numbered among 
ihose of whom Christ came, according to the flesh. 

When the spies returned, they told Joshua and the people 
that it would be easy for ihem to obtain possession of the 
land, for that the people already fainted fur fear of them. 

The people were then brought near to the river Jordan, 
where they abode three days, and were directed to observe 
and follow the movements of the ark, for that the Lord was 
about to work a wonderful miracle on their behalf, which 
miracle should encourage them to expect the fulfilment of 
whatever else the Lord had promised them. 

When the priests, who carried the 'ark before llie people, 
eaine to the very verge of Jordan, tliey were directed to 
proceed, and the moment their feet touched (he brim, the 
waters retreated as an heap on each side, and the priests 
stood still with the ark in the midst of the river, while the 
people went througli upon dry ground. Before the priests 
quitted the river, twelve large atones were taken out of the 
midst of the river, and were set up for a 'monument in the 
adjoining plain of Gilgal, that in future ages children might 
ask their parents what these stones meant, and so the remem- 
hrance o£ the goodness of God might be perpetuated to all 
geaeratioaa. 



I 



When the Israeliies passed over Jordan, it wanted Ave 
days of forty years from the time of their quitting Egypt. 
That time was employed in performing the rite of circiim- 
cisian, which, in many cases, had been neglected durinj^ their 
wanderings in the wilderness, and in preparing for and 
celebrating the feast of the "passover. The pressure of im- 
portant business ought not TO be made an excuse for neglect- 
■Vag sacred "ordinances; on the contrary, the exercises of 
reUgion are the best preparatives for entering on important 

arldly engagements in a proper frame of mind, 

The day after the feast of the passover, the people began 
to eat the produce of the land of Canaan, and from that 
day the manna ceased, being no longer necessary. Thus, 
in every paiticnlar, the Divine care and faithfulness were 
displayed, and at the same time the people were taught that 
when ordinary meat) B were within their reach, they wei^ not 
10 expect extraordinary supplies. 

The first city of Canaan that the Israelites were to attack 
was Jericho. In this enterprise Joshua was encouraged by 
a 'vision which he beheld of ONE with a drawn sword against 
Jericho, who engaged to be with them as Captain of ilie 
Lord's host, and to give them the victory over all their 
enemies. He also directed Joshua to attack the city in a 
intut singular manner, one that would try the faith and 
obedience of the people, and shew beyond a doubt, both to 
them and their enemies, that it was God alone who gave 
them the victory. The army of Israel was to go round the 
city daily, the priests also bearing the ark of the covenant, 
and seven priests going before with trumpets of rams' horns. 
This they did six days, and returned to the camp. On 
the seventh day they went round the city seven times ; and 
on the ueventh time, when the priests blew with the trum- 
pets, Joshua said to the people, "Shout, for tbe Lord hatli 
given you the city ;" and when they shouted, the walls of 
(be city fell fiat, so the people went up snd took the city 
without difficulty. 

Thie was a very wicked and hardened people, and the 
Lord commaitded that they should be utterly destroyed ; 
but before this dreadful command was executed, tlie two 
re sent to secure Rahab and all her family ; afier 
that, the city was destroyed by fire. In this city there was 
great spoil; but, as the first fruits of the land of Canaan, 
the Lord God was pleased to command that all silver and 

lid should he brought into the 'treasury of the Lord, and 
other thlnge consumed by fifre; atiA l\\6 ■^eo^\e Nttte. 
fcialJf charged not to take any thing w\m^eiet ^w 'Ofte.tft- 
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and upheld him in all h'ta ways, so would He be with 
TbuB encouraged, Joshua directed the people to p: 
crossing Jordan, and entering the promised land ; 
readily and solemnly promised to be faiihfid and ol 
the Lord was, indeed, with Joshua, as He had 1 
Moses> In the strength of the Lord the feeble! 
made sirang, and if He is our helper we need 
engaginfi ia any enterprise, however arduous, a> 
any trial, however severe. 

The first thing Joshua did was to send spies to 
the state of the land, and the best mode of attacking 
spies went to Jericho, and lodged in the house of 
named Kahab. She believed that God would give 
to the people of Israel, and therefore she was kit 
spies and hid tliem from the pursuit of the king o 
who sought their lives. In the Epistle to the He 
are told that, " by faith " she was saved from peris' 
them that believed not, (Heb. ici. |31,) for she entri 
spies to shew the same kindness to her as she had 
them, and to preserve her life, and that of her family, 
city of Jericho should be destroyed, which was don 
ingly. Rahab was afterwards married into one of 
lies of Israel, and had the honour of being numbers 
those of whom Christ came, according to the flesh. 

When the spies returned, they told Joshua and tl 
that it would be easy for them to obtain possessic 
land, for that the people already fainted fur fear of 

The people were then brought near to the nTB 
where they abode three days, and were directed to 
and follow the movements of the ark, for that the '. 
about to work a wonderful miracle on iheir befas 
miracle should encourage them to expect the fulfi 
whatever else the Lord had promised them. 

When the priests, who carried the *ark before th 
came to the very verge of Jordan, they were dii 
proceed, and the moment their feet touched the 1 
waters retreated as an heap on each side, and th 
stood still with the ark in the midst of the river, < 
people went through upon dry ground. Before ih 
quitted the river, twelve large stones were taken on 
midst of the river, and were set up for a *monume 
adjoining plain of Gilgal, that in future ages childrt 
ask their parents what these stones meant, and s ' 
brance of the goodne^ of God m ight be p 
generations. 




THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN CONTINUED. 

sdvear itey were also forbiJden at any time to xebi 
tite citjr, Joib. i.— vi. 

1. . aUEETIOKS. 

" After the deatb of Mosfi, bov was Joshua eDcoufBgpd to take tbc 
'cbarge of Iimpi? 
WlMt W8B the first great enterprise for which Joahtu directed tbe 

Cile to prapaTE ? 
did the people promiie Joihua? 
How did JoahuB lurm a iiidgraent of the state of (lie land ? 
What wpa the conduct of Rahab towards the spies ? 
How was her foilh rewarded? j 

"Was rtiere any bridge over tlie river Jordan ? ' 

' Hiw then did the people pass over! 

1 What was done to perpetuate the remembmnce of this miracle! ' ' 
What ceLigioiis gerviues vrete observed aa soon aa the people entered 

Canaan? 
Did they continue to feed upon manna ? 

Wliat was the first city of Canaan that ibe Israelitea attacked! 
In what manner did tliey attack iif 
What success followed 1 
What family wa« preserved when Jericho waa deatroyed! ■■•- 

II, The CoBouEST OF Canaan coNTHJpEB. ,.,i 
Notwithstanding the strict prohibition that had been^van, 
Bome were found |iresuniptuoua enough to lake of the spmU 
of Jerieho. The Divine displeasure aijainst this offence was 
speedily manifested. The next city they attacked was Ai; 
but though it was b bhibII city, and but feebly defendedin 
comparison of Jericho, the Israelites could not prevail agsiiut 
it, but fled before their enemies. When Joshna and the 
elders bowed before the Lord, and bewailed their de&st, 
they were told that the Lord had withdrawn from them, 
because that iniquity was hid in the camp. Joshua wb3 
also directed how to proceed in detecting and punishing the 
ofl^nder. By a signal interposition of God, from whom no 
secrets are hid, first the 'tribe of Judah was painted out, 
then the 'family of Zarhi. In that family the "household 

'of Zabdi, and in that, the guilty individual, Achan, the son 
of Carmi. Joshua, with great solemnity and tenderness, 
urged him, by a free confession of his guilt, to glorify the 
Ood of Israel, who bod thus singled him out. He did so, 
in the most circumstantial and affecting manner : " When 1 
tam among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two 
hundred •shekels of silTer, and a wedge of gold of fifty 
shekels weight, then I caveled them, and took theni, aad 
behold they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and 
tbs silver under it." Wkat an affecting warning ! Lm tis 

never forget that He "ho knows iVie \\>in\a.i\ \ieM\ 'Wk.T«]\ 



cowtinued; " TT^ 

^y said, *' Thou shall not steal," but has commanded us not 
to " covet," nor even to " look upon," that which is forbidden. 
Tlie guilty individual was iramediaiely stoned to deatli, and 
idl his possessions were burnt. A great heap of stoues was 
raised over him as a memorial of the melancholy transaction ; 
and the name of the valley was called Acuoa, or Trouble. 

When the accursed tiling wiis thus cleared out of the 
camp, Joshua again attacked At, and soon conquered it. 
The king of the city was slain, and the Israelites obtained 
possession of great spoil. 

in all that-Joshua did he was very observant of the com- 
mands of God, and the charges which had been left by his 
servant Moses. Among other things, Moses had directed 
Joshua, timt on two mountains of L'anaan, called GerizJm and 
Ebal, the people should renew their covenant with the Lord, 
Mid'in their hearing should be pronounced the blessings and 
curses recorded by Moses, to which they should all solemnly 
assent. (Deut. xxvii. xxviii.) This was punctually fullilled as 
soon as ever they obtained access to those mountaios. 

When the other kings of Canaan heard of the conquest of 
Jericho and Ai, they leagued themselves together to with- 
stand Israel ; but it was all in vain, for the Lord was witli 
Israel, and gave them the victory. One people only, called 
Gibeonites, craftily won over Joshua and the elders to make 
a treaty with them. They pretended to come from a far 
country, though, in fact, they dwelt close by. In this 
instance Israel erred In not asking counsel of the Lord 
before tliey made a league with the people. They soon found 
out bow they hud been imposed upon; but having solemnly 
engaged to spare the Gibeonttes, they were obliged to do so 
They were permitted to live among the Israelites, but in the 
meanest servitude, as hewers of wood and drawers of water. 
When the other kings heard that the Gibeonites had made 
alliance with Joshua, they came out to war against them ; and 
Joshua and the army of Israel were called upon to protect 
and fight for them. The Lord was pleased to give to Israel 
a complete victory — their enemies fled before them, and as 
they fled the Lord sent hailstones of such amazing size, and 
directed in so wonderful a manner, that, though they slew 
the Canaaniiea in great multituJes, they did not fall on 
ibose who pursued thorn. Moreover, to enable Israel to 
pursue the conquest to the utmost, a most signal miracle 
was wrought i for, at the word of Joshua, the motion uf the 
sun and moon was staid for the space of twelve or fourteen 
hours, and daylight continued until the people had avenged 
themselves ofdieir enemies. 



Thus, by degrees, tlie chief part of the land of Canitan 
was conquered by Israel under Joshua, and divided among 
the tribes by lot and by line, according to the direction) 
given to Moses ; and it ought not to be overlooked, that tbe 
prophecies of Jacob, (Gen. xlix.) and those of Moses, (Deut, 
xxiciii.) were exactly fulfilted in the lots given under Joahiu, 
but over which he had no control. We cannot but discern 
io this the unerring counsel and overruling hand of God- 
When Joshua entered Canaan he ivas an old man ; yet hfc 
was spared many years lo promote and to witness the falfil- 
menl of God's promises to Israel. Defore his death be 
solemnly appealed lo the people of the goodness and faith- 
fulness of God to them, and urged tiiem to be faithful and 
obedient in His service. Joshua had, perhaps, already seen 
that they were in danger of being tempted to fall into the 
idolatry of other nations, for he thus appealed to them ! " If 
it seem evil to you to serve the Lord, choose you this day 
wJiom ye will serve ; but as for me and ray house, we will 
serve the Lord." All young persona, like the Israelites, ore 
tilled upon to choose whom they will serve ; and those who 
have longest and most faithfully served God, like Joshua, 
can testify that His service is perfect freedom, and in keep- 
ing His commandtnents there is great reward. The pe«ple 
solemnly covenanted to serve the Lord ; and Joshua made a 
record of the transaction by writing it in the book of the 
law, and by setting up a stone for a pillar of witness. 
Shortly alier this Joshua died, and was honourably buried in 
his own possession ; and the people continued to serve the 
Lord while Joshua lived, and those of his 'contenipoTariei 
who survived him. When Israel was settled in Canaan, the 
bones of Joseph were buried according to his dying request. 
Josh, vii.— xxiv. a. m. 2677.— b. c. 1427. 



: special injunction waa given relative to the spoil of Jerid 
it in any instance IransgreBsed ! -m 

tras tim offender detected! <■■ 



How were the Gibeonitea dealt with? 

What sjMJcial miracles were wrought to help Israel in I 

OibeonI 
Itow wan the land of Canaan divided to the tribeR ! 
WhnI cxliortalion did Joshua give the people just befon 



The Govebkment op the Judges.— Beginnino < 
Ibolatrt in IsaAEL.— Othniel, Debosah, Ri;th. 



After the death of Joshua the people cominuei) t( 
cule the conquest of the land of Canaan i ihe tribe of Judal 
by Divine appointment, taking the lead. We have 
particulars of their conqueata, which cannot be here detailec 
The following is a striking instance of the ' retributivi _' ' 
of God ; Adonibezek, the king of Bezek, fled from befOr 
the Israelites, but was overtaken, and treated in a singulc 
a.ad cruel manner ; they cut off hia thumbs and great t( 
and he immediately acknowledged that God had jut 
requited him, for that he had treated vritb the same 
threescore and ten kings whom he had conquered. 

When Joshuaand the elders that outlived him were dead, tli 
people soon got connected with the Canaanilos, and folloiT«d 
their wicked and 'idolatrous customs. For these crimes t! 
Lord chastised them, by giving them up to their enemies, v 
plundered and distressed tliera ; but when from time to tt 
they cried unto the Lord, He hearkened to them, and rai; 
them up judges, who delivered the people and subdued ih 



The first who is mentioned as openly practising idolatry 
was Micah, of the tribe of Ephraim. He lived at a cow 
sidcrable distance from ShiJoh, where the tabernacle wgt 
placed, and the worship of God performed ; and he niaib 
this an excuse for having images in his own house, which h ' 
intended to imitate the cherubim on the ark, and pretende 
to use them in worshipping the true God. But that whio 
is contrary to the commands of God cannot be acceptable 
in His sight, and will only lead to grosser depar 
Him. Micah afterwards persuaded a Levite to 
live with him, and act as a priest ; and Micah pleased him« 1 
self greatly with his own devices ; but, after a time, the I 
Danites passing that way, accidentally met with the priest ■ 
aud the images, and being themselves idolatrously dispose^ i 
carried them away to a new settlement of theirs, and thei^'4 
maintained the same kind of worship. Micah pursued them, r 
and cried bitterly after his gods, but could obtain no redreai^ ^ 
How true it is that they who foriake the living God, folloir - 
lying vanities, and forsake their own mercies 1 

About the same time an act of horrible crnelty was per- 
petrated by the men of Gibeah, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
They cruelly used the wife of a Levite who travelled throu^ ' 
their city, so as to cause her death. V\ien the \je-^\\,c *' ' " 
E S 
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tiif piinishtnent of the oflenders, the tribe of Benjamiil'MJt V 
llieir part, and refused Co give [hem up. The Leiitfl'tbRl P 
made hin appcul to all the tribes of Israel, who joitKt \ 
togeiher &guinst the iribe of Benjamin — a bloody war etnuti, m 
and the tribe of Benjamin was almost entirely cut off. Tbiilr ^ 
facli, though recorded at tlie close of the Book of Judgsi, 
took place at an earlier period of the history, and serve U - 
shew what would be the Biale of society if there were » 
settled government, liut every one was left to do as ke - 
pleased. Judges xvii. — xxi. 

The first oppression that is expressly mentioned was Iff ■ 
the king of Mesopotamia ; and then the Lord delivmt i 
Israel by the hand ofOthniel, a valiant man, the nephew «lf i 
son-in-law of Caleb, who governed the people forty yeaoft.' | 

After this, when the people again fell into idolatiyMd 
wickedness, the Moabites, Ammonites, and AmalekiteR, loiasl ! 
against them, and made them 'tributary. Ehud, a aewjtr 
mite, was raised up to help them. He slew Eglon, the Jthtg 
of Moab, and roused the people to pursue and vanqtitin 

Shamgar, another judge, is famous for having slain ox 
hundred Philistines with an ox-goad. 

After this, ihe Israelites in the northern part of the land 
were oppressed by the Canaanites. At this time, Dcbondi, 
the prophetess, judged Israel ; and under her direction, 
Barak, the commander of Israel, gained a great victory over 
Jabin, king of the Canaanites ; and Sisera, the famous geaeral 
of the Canaanites, was killed in a tent by Jael, a woonn of 
extraordinary courage, who, under an especial influeiHie of 
holy zeal and patriotism, drove a nail into his temples. This 
victory was celebrated by Deborah and Barak in ^ fine 
poetical song, and all the praise devoutly ascribed to 
Jehovah, the God of Israel. Judges i.— v. 

The most severe oppression with which the Israelites were 
visited was that of the Midianites, who prevailed against 
them seven years, and greatly impoverished them, so that 
they endured all the horrors of famine. 

It »'as most probably during this famine that the drcum- 

stances occurred which are related in the Book of Rvth. 

This little book relates entirely to a private family, bot' it 

.' very interesting and instructive, as it exhibits a pleating 

specimen of ancient simplicity, and illustrates the speCM 

I care of God over those who put their trust in HiiQiil-*'?| 

■' ia also highly important as a link in the *gen"" 

' ttit Messiah, and traces in his descent the ful 
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Mmphtej^ The family of Elimelech, a native of Bethlehem, 
xnthe tribe of Jadah, was driven by famine to sojourn in the 
land of Moab. There the two sons of Elimelech married 
Moabitish women, and both Elimelech and his sons died, 
time after their death, Naomi, the widow of Elimelech, 
ring that the Lord had visited bis people with plenty, re- 
solved on returning to her own country. Both her daughters 
in law offered to accompany her. One of them, Orpah, 
afterwards returned to her own country, but the other, Rulh, 
having a very steady attachment to her mother in law, and 
especially having a strong confidence in the God of Israel, 
persevered in her resolution of casting in her lot with the 
people of God* She was a humble, virtuous, industrious 
young woman, and her filial piety and tenderness, as well as 
her pious confidence, were abundantly requited. She after- 
wards became the wife of Boaz, the kinsman of Elimelech 's 
family, who, according to the laws of Israel, redeemed the 
inheritance which had fallen to decay. From this marriage 
sprung Obed, the father of Jesse, and grandfather of David, 
Jung of Israel, from whom, according to the flesh, Christ 
came. Ruth. 

QUESTIONS. 

What particular instance of retribution appeared in the conquest of 

one of the kings of Canaan ? 
How did the Israelites conduct themselves after the death of Joshua 

and the elders ? 
Under what excuse was idolatiy first openly practised in Israel f 
In what manner did God chastise the people for their idolatry? 
Who was (he first famous judge or deliverer of Israel? 
What particulani have we of a victory over Jabin, a king of the 

Canaanites ? 
What family history comes in about the time of the oppression of 

Israel by the Midianites. 
On what account is the history of Ruth chiefly important? 

IV. Gideon, Jsphthah, Eli, Samson. 

A. If. S7W.~B. C. 1349. 

When Israel had been long suffering under the oppression 
of the Midianites, they cried unto the Lord to relieve them. 
A prophet was sent to reprove them for their ingratitude 
and idolatry, — an angel also was sent to a man named 
Gideon, to encourage him to attempt the overthrow of ido- 
latry and the deliverance of Israel. Having a promise that 
the Lord would certainly be with him, Gideon threw down 
the altar of Baal, the idol god, and cut down the grove in 
which he was worshipped, and offered sacriOces to Jehovah 
the God of Israel. This provoked t\\e xcica <iC \Va \W.^^ 
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Ittio were idolater;, and they called apoo Ja>sh 
Ibrtli Ilia Hon Giilenn, that they might put him to At 
ttnt he said, Let Bnal plead his own cause, — if lie 
k'ltnd he would be able to avenf^c hiuiEelf. Aiier tiiii 
Oiilrnn was directed by the Lard to gather the people 
together, and go up against Midian, Several remarka- 
ble signs were given Ibr his encouragement — first a fleew 
of wool which he spread was filled with den, while all 
the earth around remained dry, — then the fleece was dry, 
and nil the earth aroimd was wet. After this he heard one 
«f the soldiers of Midian relate his dream, that Gideon, the 
pKn of Joash was to overturn all the host of Midian. To 
Aow that success was entirety the gift of God, the attack 
was ordered to be conducted in a very singular manner, onlj 
three hundred men were employed, each ftimished with i 
kmp, an earthen pitcher, and a trumpet. The lighted lamp 
was hid in the pitcher, and the men went, by night, in three 
•ompanies, to the camp of Midian, All at once, they 
Woke their pitchers, let the light appear, and sounded 
Aeir trumpets, shouting " The sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon." This threw the whole camp into const em ation, 
and a total defeat ensued ; the kings and princes of Midian, 
Oreh and Zeeb, Zebah and Zaimunna, were slain, and great 
spoil was taken by Israel, The people offered to make 
Gideon their king. This he declined, but continued to 
manage their affairg, and greatly promoted the prosperity of 
the nation. Gideon died in a good old age, after uhich the 
people again fell into idolatry [ and also discovered great 
I ingratitude and unkindness to the family of their benefactor, 
A son of Gideon, named Abimelech, having slain all his 
brethren except one, persuaded the men of Shechem to set 
him up for their king or governor. This caused great 
dissensions among the people, and after three years Abime- 
lech was stain, while besieging the city of Thebei. 
■ Of the next judges. Tola and Jair, we know very little. 
kait it is probable iheir limes were the most peaceable and 
vighleouB of the 'common wealth of Israel ; for what we do 
Tead of the history of the Israelites is generally of their sins 
and provocations, and conseqiienc calamities. 

Again the people forsook their God and provoked Him 
ifcy their idols and wickedness, and the Philistines and Am- 
•tnoniles were permitted to oppress them. And, again, 
'When they sought the Lord, in their, distress. He had com- 
'^ssion on them, and raised up for them a deliverer, — 
t^ephtbah, a man of Gilead, When Jeplithad yre^ared to 
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battle, he made a tow, tliat if the Lord granMd 
whateTcr he should first r 



should be 'consecrated to the Iiord. He obtained a great 
victory over the Ammonites, and, returning home, met his 
only daughter; this Med him with grief at the remem- 
brance of his rash vow, which, however, after a respite of 
two months, was fulfilled. We are not to suppose that she 
was put to death as a sacrifice, but that she was devoted 
entirely to the service of God, and to live a single and 
recluse life. Even this was a great trial, as all the Israel- 
itish women were particularly desirous of having families, 
in the hope that from them the promised Messiah might 
spring, — and Jephthah had no other child- by whom his 
name and inheritance might descend. Jephthah died when 
he had jndged Israel six years. After him followed several 
judges, of whom we know little more than their names. 
After this Eli was both 'high-priest and jud^e of Israel. 
While he was judge, the people, on account of th^ir wick- 
edness, were greatly harassed by the Philistines, who op- 
pressed them forty years. During that time, and in the 
same year, were born two very illustrious individuals — 
.Samson and Samuel. The former was raised up to be the 
deliverer of Israel from the yoke of the Philistines. Before 
his birth, an angel appeared to his parents, and told them 
that be should be a "Nazarite to God from his birth, and 
also should work great deliverance for Israel. Very early 
in life Samson discovered an amazing degree of strength 
and ability, but he was a man of headstrong passions, and 
though he could strangle a fierce lion as easily as a kid, he 
was enslaved by his own base and sensnal lusts. Having 
grown to years of maturity, he was bent on marrying a 
woman of the Philistines. His parents reasoned with him 
against this step, which the laws of God had expressly 
forbidden, and which was likely to be in every way inju- 
rious to his best interests ; but Samson would hear no 
reaion. He turbulently- replied " Get her for me, she 
pleaseth me well." His marriage, as might be SQ]>posed, 
reculted in much domestic uneasiness; it was, however, 
overruled by God for good. It led to a quarrel between 
Samson and the Philistines, which issued in the deliverance 
of Israel. After Samson had attacked the Philistines in 
several ways, the men of Judah gave him up, bound, into 
the hands of his enemies, but he snapt the cords by which 
L be was held, as if they had been tow, and, seizing a jaw 
f an ass, he slew with it a thousand men. After this 
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he was established as judge in Israel, and contuiiied so^fdr 
twenty years. At one time Samson was in Gaza, a -city^tif 
the Philistines, and his enemies surrounded the cityv and 
shut him up ; but he carried away the gates of the city, to 
the top of a hill before Hebron. But, at length, Saioflon, 
thus miraculously endowed, and who had so long been the 
scourge and terror of the Philistines, was overcome by 
means of a Philistine woman. Having yielded himself to 
her . seductions, she enticed him to tell her wherein lay his 
extraordinary strength. H^ gave her several evaaive 
answers ; but, at length, was induced to tell her that his 
strength was in his hair, which had never been cut. This 
was part of his vow as a Nazarite, by which- he was especi- 
ally dedicated to the service of God; so, in fact, it was 
saying, that his strength was derived by power from God 
alone, conferred for extraordinary purposes, and under par- 
ticular conditions ; and that if his hair should be cut, by 
which he was distinguished as the consecrated servant of 
God, his vow would be violated, and the strength of God 
being withdrawn from him, he would be weak as another 
man. This wicked woman having possessed herself of his 
secret, got him shaved in his sleep, and then yielded him up 
to the Philistines for a great bribe. They easily conquered 
him, put out his eyes, and imprisoned him at Gaza. Samson 
stands as a warning to young people to " abstain from 
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul." The finest 
talents have been perverted, and the brightest prospects 
blighted by the indulgence of sinful inclinations, and the 
snares of evil company. 

Samson was imprisoned two years, and his hair began to 
grow, — perhaps this was a token that he repented of his 
sins, and that his penitence was accepted; for his mira- 
culous strength, which he had forfeited by his vices, was 
afterwards restored to him on one remarkable occasion. 
The lords of the Philistines were delighted at having 
Samson in their power. They made a great feast, and sacri- 
fice to Dagon then idol God, to whom they attributed 
Samson's defeat^ and sent for him to make sport before 
them. Samson earnestly prayed that his great strength 
might return, and that he might be ' enabled to revenge 
himself on the enemies of Israel, and the enemies of the 
true God* His request was granted. He reared: tke 
middle pillars of the house where they were assembled, and 
then, suddenly bowing down under them, was crushed to 
death, together with all the lords of the Philistines* so 
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that be slew more at hi« death than in his life, and more 
efFectnally crushed the power of the Philistines. Judges 
xin.— XVI. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who delivered Israel from the hand of the Midianites? 

In what manner did he attack them? 

What took place after the death of Gideon ? 

B^ what people was Israel oppressed when Jephthah was raised up 

to he their deliverer? 
What particular circumstaoce was connected with his victory ? 
Was Jephthah's daughter put to death as a sacrifice ? 
For what was Samson distmguished? 
What great feats did he perform ? 
Was he as. much distinguished by moral excellence as by bodily 

strength? 

V. Eli and Samuel. — thb Ark. 

A. M. 284S«— B. C. 1150. 

Eli was at once * high-priest and judge of Israel. He 
was a good man, but of too easy and gentle a disposition ; 
his sons, who, by their birth, were entitled to the priesthood, 
were exceedingly vicious and profane, and though Eli was 
greatly concerned at their crimes, he did not rebuke them 
with the firmness and severity that the case required. This 
-improper lenity was very offensive in the sight of God, and 
most injurious to the young men themselves, for thus they 
were emboldeiied and hardened in their transgressions, and 
by their example the people became worse and worse. 

At this time Samuel was bom. He was the son of 
Elkanah, a pious Levite, and Hannah, his wife. Hannah 
had long been childless, and was ardently desirous of having 
a son, that she might dedicate him to the Lord.- At this 
time the * tabernacle was at Shiloh, and there the people 
went to keep the solemn feasts. Once when Hannah went 
np Math her husband, she entered the holy place, and there 
earnestly prayed that the Lord would grant her request ; 
and solemnly vowed that if the Lord would grant her a son, 
he should be consecrated to God as a Nazarite from hia birth. 
Eli observed her agitation ; at first he thought ill of her, 
bnt when she told him that she had been praying in the 
bitterness of her spirit, he said to- her, " Go in peace : and 
the God of Israel grant thee the petition that thou hast asked 
of Him." The Lord appeared for Hannah, and gave her a 
son, to which she gave the name of Samuel, or, asked of the 
Lord. During the infant years of her child, Har^oah be- 
stowed the Qtmoat care upon him, and trained him to early 



88 ELI AND 8AMUBL. 

habits of obedience and piety. As soon as he was old 
enough to be taken from home, Hannah again accompanied 
her husband to the feast at Shiloh, and they took the child 
with them, to perform the vow that had been made of dedi- 
cating him to the Lord. From that time he was placed 
under the care of Eli the *h]gh-priest, and ^ministered unto 
the Lord. We do not know what service he was capable of 
performing, but his early piety and docility were accepted 
of the Lord, and he grew on, and was in favour with the 
Lord, and also with men. Meanwhile the sons of Eli grew 
worse and worse. They transgressed the express laws of 
God with respect to the sacrifices, and even by force com« 
pelled the people, when they brought their offerings, to give 
up to them- that part which was ordered to be burnt before 
the Lord. They also practised every species of interope- 
ranee and abomination. In consequence of their crimes, 
God denounced very severe judgments against the house of 
Eli. On one occasion the Lord called to Samuel with an 
audible voice when he was laid down to- sleep. Samuel 
thought that Eli called him, and went again and again to 
answer him; but at last Eli perceived that the Lord had 
spoken to the child, and he bade him reply, '' Speak, Lord ; 
for thy servant heareth." Samuel did so ; and was charged 
with an awful message to Eli, that, because his sons had 
made themselves vile, and he restrained them not, therefore, 
the priesthood should be cut off* from his family, and very 
severe judgments executed against it. Li the morning, Eli 
urged Samuel to tell him what had been revealed to him. 
On hearing the sad message, Eli, with pious submission, 
said, " It is the Lord : let him do what seemeth him good." 
A like message was sent to Eli by a prophet, which also 
intimated that both the sons of Eli should be cut off* in one 
day, and that he should live to see the ark in possession of 
the enemies of God. 

The family of Eli stands as a way-mark for parents, that 
they spare not the exercise of proper authority and needful 
correction, lest their children should prove transgressors 
against God, and a reproach and grief to their too indulgent 
parents; while the early, eminent, and steadfast piety of 
Samuel, affords a pleasing encouragement to *' train up a 
chil4 in the way he should go, and when he is old he wiH 
not depart from it." Samuel is supposed to have been about 
twelve years old when the Lord first called him. He con-* 
tinued to prophesy from that time to his death. During the 
life of Eli, he assisted him in 'judgviig l^taf\ \ «^\fit xkiax be 



judged Israel done until the appointment of a king, and com. 
ijnued afterwards to assist in the administration of atfairs;' ' 
so that on the whole he judged Israel about eighty yearai< * 

The fulfilment of the denunciations against Eli's house did ' 
not take place for several years after they were uttered : but 
ihougli the threateniogs of God may seem to delay, they wM' 1 
surely be fulfilled in due season. ' I 

The Philistines had for some time been suffered to harai^uJ 
Israel, and Israel went against them, but suffered defeat, tatiA 
the loss of four thousand men. Instead of humbly praying] 
to God, and deeply repenting those sins which had causetl'] 
him to give thera up to their enemies, the people vainly andl 
presumptuously sent for the ark of God from Shiloh ; flat- J 
tering themselves that its presence would insure to theOL 1 
deliverance and success. This was a very foolish and sinfiil I 
step. God had fixed the ark in Shiloh, and it was great j 
presumption to remove it without his express permissions '] 
besides, though God had been pleased to make the ark thB | 
"symbol of his gracious presence with those who sought HiiB I 
in his appointed way, its mere presence was never intended to "1 
convey any benefit to the careless and disobedient. How^ 1 
ever, the two sons of Eli, Hophni and I'hinehas, took tba i 
ark to the field of battle. When it arrived the Israeliteai i 
shouted for joy, as if they had already gained a victory, aa4i| 
the PhiHstines were greatly dismayed ; but, contrary to th* J 
expectations of both parties, the Philistines were triumphant' I 
and Israel was defeated, the ark was taken, and about \ 
thirty thousand Israelites slain, among whom were the two ] 
sons of Eli. Eli was now ninety years of age, and very dins 
sighted, his heart almost broken by the wickedness of hia 
sons, and trembling for the safety of the ark of God, when a- i 
meaaenger from the camp brought the sad tidings. On hear- J 
ing that the ark was taken, he fell backward and expired*" "' 
His daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, also expired^ | 
after giving to her new-born son the name of Ichabod, or, tke 
glory is departed, • 

But the ark of God, though it afforded no protection to 
Israel while under the Divine displeasure, was made thtt 
instrument of plaguing and confounding their enemies. The- J 
Philistines set it up in the temple of Dagon, their god, ftir- J 
Ashdod ; but the image of Dagon fell down before the arkjiM 
and was mutilated in such a way, as plainly marked a xpeciwlfl 
and designed interposition. The Philistines then removedPfl 
it from Ashdod to Galh, and from Gath to Ekron, hu^^ 
wherever it went, grievous plagues visited the people, aiH^M 



-*ftl AJU> (AHUEI.. 

convinced them lliat tlie displeasure of ilie God of Israel 
was provoked against ihera. At last tlicy resolved 
ing it tiome, accompanied by roatly ofTurings ; but, 
whetliLT indeed God nould interlWe on behalf of the *£ym- 
bol of liis presence, they placed the ark in a cart, and yoked 
to it tivo milch cows, nhose calves were shut up, and who, in 
all natural probability, would have refused to quit the spot. 
But it pleased Gud to shew his complete dominion over the 
brute erentures, by causing them to go on quietly in the 
direct road, uniil they arrived at Betlishemesh, a city of Is- 
rael. There the lords of the Philistines restored the sa&ei 
treasure, and offered sacrifices to the God of Israel. 

Many strict injunctions had been jriven to the people to 
observe the utmost reverence in approaching the ark, and it 
was especially forbidden to look into iti huttlie menoffieih- 
shemcsh indulged an irreverent curiosity, and many of them 
were cut off by a plague from the Iiord, After this the 
ark was removed to Kirjath'jcarim, and remained there 
many years. 

About twenty years after the defeat of Israel by the 
Philistines, the people in a remarkable manner humbled 
themselves, and penitently returned to the Lord, putting 
away tbe strange gods, and assembling themselves at Mhpah 
to ask counsel of the Lord, with fasting and sacrifices. The 
Philistines look this opportunity of attacking them : but now 
the Lord appeared for Israel, and discomfited the Philis- 
tines by thundering upon them j and Israel pursued them, 
and smote them. On this occasion Samuel set up a great 
atone as a memorial of the lord's goodness to Israel, and 
called it Ebenezer, or, the stone of help, saying, " liitlieHo 
the Lord hath helped us." 

After this, the Philistines no more prevailed against Israel 
nil ihe days of Samuel, who continued to judge Israel, 
residing at Ramah, and making a yearly circuit to Bethel, 
Gilgal, and Mizpeh. As Samuel grew old and inflrm, be 
took his sons to assist him in the government. They walked 
uoc in the uprightness of their father, but oppressed the 
people, and took bribes. This occasioned great dissatisfac- 
tion among the people, and led them to desire a king. 
Samuel remonstrated against this measure as unwise in itself, 
and especially as it seemed like rejecting the government of 
God, who had condescended to be himself their King ; but 
they persisted in their request, and at length God directul 
Samuel to anoitit them a king. 1 Sam. 
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QUESTIOlffS. 



-Who yrsM the judse of Israel when Sanmel was bom ! 

l>id he fill any ouier office besides that of jadge? 

Who where the parents of Samuel ? 

What particular circumstances were connected with SamueUa birth t 

What was Samuel's early character? 

Was Eli on the whole a good man? 

In what particular did he provoke the Divine displeasure? 

What was threatened in consequence ? 

When the Philistines prevailed against Israel, what did Israel do td 
insure success? 

Did the ark presence Israel and prevail against their enemies? 

What particulars attended the death of £U and his sons? 

Did Samuel continue to judge Israel? 

Was the ark ever restored to Israel? 

Were the Israelites on any occasions successful against the Phi- 
listines? * 

What was the memorial of their victory? 

What led the IsraeUtes to desire a king? 



PERIOD VI. 

FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF ^MONARCHY IN 
ISRAEL, TO THE REVOLT OF THE TEN TRIBES. 

I. The Reion of Saul. 

A.M.39(N>.— B.C. 1005. 

The person whom God comm»ided Samuel to *anoint 
as king over Israel, was Saul, the son of Kish, (or Gis,) of 
the tribe of Benjamin. Saul was sent by his father in search 
of some asses that had strayed, and by the persuasion of his 
servant, visited Samuel the prophet, with an intention of 
iaquiring after them. But Samuel had been warned of God 
to expect him, and to entertain him as the appointed king 
of Israel. Before Saul's departure, Samuel informed him of 
his high destination, and and ^anointed him to tlie office. 
Saul returned to his father's house, but said nothing of what 
had transpired until the prc{)het assembled the people 
together, and presented Saul to them as their king. 

Soon afterwards, the men of Jabesh-gilead were oppressed 
by the Ammonites, and Saul valiantly defended them. This 
brought him into more general notice and favour among the 
people, and he was received as their king with every expres- 
sion oi }oya} joy. At this time SaiouA x^\x^^\&\ ^ws^. 



public life, appealing to the people as to tlie iutegrity and 
diainterestt^dness with vrkich be bad discliarged his dmieg, 
to whicb ihey readily assented. Samuel reproved them foe 
their ingratitude against God in desiring a king, yet encou- 
raged them to hope for the Divine mercy and blessing stiil 
to continue with them if they were obedient. To coofum 
his instructions by a sign from heaven, Samuel besought ibe 
Lord to send an extraordinary storm of thunder and rain. 
Thia was immediately answered, and the people were greatly 
terrified thereby ; but Samuel reminded them of the mercy 
and faithfulness of God, and promised still to pray for 
them. 

Saul governed well for a time, but he was a man of a rash 
and self-willed spirit, and did not punctually obey the in- 
structions which God sent him by the prophet Samuel. This 
was highly displeasing in the sight of God, and fiually led tu 
the rejection of Saul from being king. 

The Philistines again harassed Israel, and Saul went to 
Gilgal lo oppose ibem. Samuel directed him to wail at 
Gilgal seven days, till he should come to sacrifice to the 
IfOrd, and implore bis blessing on the enterprise. But 
before the time bad quite elapsed, Saul became impatient of 
tiie prophet's delay, and presumed himself to oSer 'burnt- < 
offeriDgs and 'sacriCices. He bad no sooner done so than 
Samuel arrived, and severely reproved this act of presump- 
tous diaohedieuce, and told Saul, that, in consequence of it, 
bis kingdom should not continue. 

Some time alYer this, Jonatbao, the son of Saul, made a 
mllant and successful attack on a garrison of the Philistines. 
Saul was greatly elated with this victory, and in bis eager- 
.aess to pursue it to the uttermost, rashly vowed death upon 
any of the people who should taste food until they had ftdly 
avenged themselves on their enemies. Jonathan not beino 
aware of this, refreshed himself with honey. On Saul find- 
ing this he would have put Jonathan to death, but the people 
rescued him. 

After this Saul established the kingdom of Israel on every 
aide against the several nations that had from time to time 
barassed the people. 

Many years before, when the Amalekites attacked Israel 
in the wilderness, the Lord had declared that Amalek should 
he cut off from being a nation ; and now Saul was called 
iipon to ful61 this threatening. His instructions were very 
explicit, and his success complete ; but again he failed in 
bis obedience. The command was, that both the persoha 
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and substance of the Amalekites should be utterly destroyed ; 
but Saul transgressed in sparing Agag the king, and the best 
of the spoil. He pretended to excuse this disobedience by 
saying that he reserved it as an offering to the Lord : but 
Samuel told him that the Lord would not accept sacrifice 
in the place of obedience ; and that, because he had rejected 
the command of the Lord, the Lord had rejected him from 
being king. Samuel himself executed the decree against 
Agag, and then returned to his home. He visited Saul no 
more, but secretly mourned his rejection. 

Soon afterwards, Samuel received a command from the 
Lord to go to Bethlehem, and *anoint one of the sons of 
Jesse to be king after Saul. Jesse brought in seven sons to 
Samuel in succession, but neither of these were chosen; 
aflerwards his youngest son, David, a youth who kept his 
father's sheep, was called, and Samuel took a horn of oil and 
anointed him in the presence of his brethren, and from that 
day forward he gave strong indications of being under the 
especial influence of the Spirit of God to qualify him for his 
high destination. 

As for Saul, he was greatly troubled at the Divine denun- 
ciation against him, and being troubled by his own evil con- 
science, he fell into great distress and horror of mind. He 
. Jieems to have had no feelings of penitence, but only those of 
Hloom and despair. He was advised to try the power of 
mviic in order to divert his melancholy, — and David, the 
flon of Jesse, who was known to be very skilful in playing 
the harp, and in the sacred poetry of the Hebrews, was 
called for to attend the king. His endeavours were for a 
timie successful in soothing the troubled spirit, and he was 
retained a considerable time at court, but afterwards, it 
appears, he contentedly returned to his sheepfold. 

At this time there was war with the Philistines, and the 
elder brothers of David being with the army, his father sent 
him to carry them a present and inquire after their welfare. 
The armies of Philistia and Israel were encamped over 
against each other, and the Philistines had a famous *chara- 
pioD, called Goliath, a giant in stature, and of a fierce and 
warlike spirit, who came out every day and challenged any 
one of the Israelites to meet him in single combat and so 
decide the war. Saul had offered great reward to any one 
who should undertake it, — but no one had dared to accept 
the challenge. When David heard the bold defiance, his 
youthful heart bounded at once with patriotism and piety^ 
and he offered, in the strength of the living God, to meet 
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Goliath, who had thus defied the armies of Israel and dM 
povrer of IsraeFs God. David's brothers were too mtuih 
like those of Joseph — they seem to have envied him his dis- 
tinction, and spoke to him contemptuously and unkindly. 
With some difficulty David got himself introduced to Saul) 
and tendered his services. Saul and many others dissuaded 
him on account of his youth, but he replied, with great 
modesty, and yet with holy firmness and courag^e, that the 
Lord had strengthened him to conquer a lion and a bear 
which had attacked his fold, and he doubted not but aid 
would be afforded him to prevail against this impious Philis- 
tine. Saul insisted on his being equipped in his armour, 
which he tried, but soon declined ; then, armed only with a 
sling, and a few smooth stpnes, he went forth and thus piously 
addressed the giant : " Thou comes t against me with a sword, 
and with a spear, and with a shield ; but I come to thee in 
the name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom thou hast defied. This day will the Lord 
deliver thee into mine hand, and I will smite thee and take 
thine head from thee, that all the earth may know that there 
is a God in Israel. And all this assembly shall know that the 
Lord saveth not with sword and spear, for the battle is the 
Lord's, and He will give you into our hands." David had no 
sooner said this, than he ran to meet the Philistine, and seiit 
a stone from the sling into his forehead, so that he fell on the 
earth. David then cut ofE^ his head, and returned to Jeru- 
salem, and was presented to the king. 

At this time, Jonathan the son of Saul became most affec- 
tionately attached to David in a friendship which lasted as 
long as life ; but Saul was envious and jealous of the fame 
which David had so justly won, and instead of honourably 
rewarding him, as he had promised, he made several attempts 
upon his life: this was under. the combined influence of his 
malignant passions, and his mental disorder. Under pre- 
tence of honouring David, Saul sent him on the most dan- 
gerous enterprises, hoping that he might fall in battle. But 
God gave him success in whatever he attempted. He also 
grew exceedingly in the favour of the people, and was at 
length married to Michal the daughter of Saul. 

Still Saul was not to be diverted from his malignant pur- 
pose. He told his son and all his servants, that he desired 
the death of David, and commanded them to accomplish it ; 
but Jonathan pleaded David's cause with his father, and also 
gave warning to David of his danger : in consequence of this, 
Saul attempted to kill his own ton lon^vVvci^ Oru^ Kunft 
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David's life was preserved by a stratagem of his wife ; who, 
when the king sent messengers to take him, dressed up a pillow 
and put into the bed, pretending he was sick, thas deluding 
the officers, while he had time to escape. But af\er severu 
attempts to appease SauFs anger, David found it necessary 
altogether to flee from court, and conceal himself from the 
rage of his cruel persecutor. The remainder of Saul's reign 
was occupied in hunting after David, and in wreaking his 
vengeance on those who afforded him shelter and succour. 

David first went to Abimelech the priest at Nob, and 
obtained bread for himself and his followers ; also the sword 
of Goliath, which he himself had taken away, and which was 
laid up there. A servant of Saul, named Doeg, met David 
there. He was afterwards one of his bitterest enemies ; and 
through his spiteful and unjust account of the matter, Saul 
put to death eighty-five priests and their families. 

David then fied to Gath, and sought protection from Achish, 
the king, but being detected and endangered, he feigned mad- 
ness, and so saved his life. From thence he went to the cave of 
Adullam, and concealed himself; there his relations and friends 
came to him, besides about four hundred men in unsettled 
circumstances, and he became their captain; but he could 
not find any settled place of rest from the rage of his cruel 
enemy, and he was driven and hunted about like a partridge 
on the mountains. Among all his own perils, David was 
concerned, as every dutiful child naturally would be, for the 
safety of his parents ; he sought protection for them of the 
king of Moab. 

When the priests were slain by order of Saul, Abiathar, the 
son of the late high priest, escaped to David, bringing with 
him the *ephod and *breast-plate, the *Urim and ^Thummim, 
by means of which David had the opportunity of consulting 
the Divine *oracle ; accordingly, in future, we find him fre- 
quently referring to it. We have not now the visible oracle, 
but we have the word of (jod, which is given as a light to 
our feet and a lamp to our paths, and if we seek counsel of 
God by humble prayer in die way of his appointment, He 
will direct our steps. 

David and his little company rendered great service to 
Israel in particular places which had been attacked by ene- 
mieSy but in general he was treated with ingratitude and 
treachery. He rescued the inhabitants of Keilah, a fortified 
place, from the Philistines ; but they dealt with Saul, and 
would have given up their benefactor into the l\awd& <^C \\v^ 
eneviyf bad aot God forewarned Vuta ot >^^ «Tvaxct^ ^x^ 
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permitted him to escape. This led David to say, ** P^ar mm 

on every side : while they took counsel together against vfb, 
they devised to take away my life. But I trusted in Tlwe^ 
Lord, I said, Thou art my God. My times are in tby haaih 
deliver me from the hand of mine enemies. — Bleased be tiie 
Lord, for He hath shewed me his marvellous kindKess i^ft 
strong city," &c. Psalm xxxi. Id — 21. Indeed, Davi^ 
numerous troubles and persecutions gave occasioii to Mi 
composing many of the most beautiful Psalms, and such as 
are most particularly adapted to afford consolation and en- 
couragement to persons in time of trouble. Those who wisk 
to understand the feelings of mind which David exercisedi 
under particular circumstances, or the- circumstances wbicti 
led to the expression of particular feelings, wfll find it 
pleasant and profitable to compare the Psalms with die pis^ 
sages of history to which they refer, (as Psalm xxxi. with 
1 Samuel xxiii. 1 — 15. Psalm lii. with 1 Samuel xxii. 9M 
19. Psalm i. iv. with 1 Samuel xxiv. 19 — ^29.) Having 
escaped from Keilah, David and his men abode in the strong)' 
holds, and woods of Ziph and Maon, where his fidtli£d 
friend Jonathan secretly visited himj and encouraged hhn to 
put his trust in God. The Ziphites, being aware of David'i 
retreat, offered to deliver him up, and Saul in conseqaencfl 
came and surrounded the place, but he was suddeidy calM 
away by tidings of the Philistines having invaded the land. 
On Saul's return, he again pursued David, and David had "tn 
opportunity of taking away his life, had he been so disposed; 
for he found him asleep in a cave, unattended. But with 
true generosity and piety he forbore to injure his peraecator 
when he had him in his power ; leaving it to God to bring his 
own purposes to pass in due time, he cut off a piece of Saul's 
robe, to shew what he might have done. Saul then said he 
was convinced of David's innocence, and that he wonkL cer- 
tainly obtain the kingdom. 

About this time the prophet Samuel died, greatly lamented 
by all the people. 

David was now in the wilderness of Paran, where dwelt a 
rich, but churlish man, named Nabal. David and his men 
had been very serviceable in protecting Nabal'a p ro perty;' 
and being faint and weary, they requested some prcivuiooi 
of Nabal, who held a sheep-shearing feast. He not only 
refused their request, but treated them with great insoleaeef 
which David was preparing to revenge, but Abigail, the wife 
of Nabal, promptly and discreetly interfered^ and turned 
away the displeasure of David. Shortly after, Nabal dieds 
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ft fit of dninkemieflSy and Abigail afterwards became the 
irile of David. 

Again Saul pursued David in the woods of Ziph, and 
■gain David had an opportunity of at once ridding himself of 
bia cruel enemy, but he forbore, and only took a cruse and 
•pear that stood beside him. Truly happy and honourable 
is be who can return good for evil, and commit his cause to 
Him who judge th righteously. Saul seemed much soflened 
by David's kindness, and promised to do him no more harm ; 
but David had no confidence in promises that had been so 
often broken ; he again fled for refuge to the Philistines, and 
dwelt in the city of Ziklag, with his family and followers, and 
Saul finding that David had fled there, ceased to pursue him. 
While David dwelt in Ziklag, war broke out between the 
Philistines and Israel ; and Achish, the king who protected 
Davidy having a high opinion of his valour, proposed sending 
him to fight against Israel. This placed David in very try- 
ii^ circumstances; but the lords of the Philistines disapproved 
of employing him, and so he happily escaped from his em- 
barrassment. 

As the armies of Philistia and Israel drew near to each 
odier^ and a decisive battle was expected, Saul was greatly 
fierplexed and discouraged with the prospect. Troubled by 
his own evil conscience, and forsaken of God, he went to con- 
salt a witch, and desired her to call up the prophet Samuel, 
that he might inquire of him as to the event of the battle. 
Whether this wicked woman only intended to deceive Saul, 
or whether she really expected to see the departed prophet, 
does not appear; but it pleased God, for wise reasons, to 
permit an apparition of Samuel to visit Saul, and tell him 
that he would now lose his throne and his life, for his trans- 
gression in the matter of Amalek. This is a mysterious cir- 
cumstanee, but it gives no ground whatever for a superstitious 
belief in either witches or apparitions. Let us fear God and 
maintain a good conscience, and then we have nothing to be 
afraid of. God never forsakes any but those who forsake 
Him; and while we pray to Him, read his holy word, and obey 
his commands, we shall never want a counsellor or a friend. 
King Saul never thought of consulting the witch till he had 
left off serving God; and then his evil conscience was more 
torment to him than the most fearful apparition that could 
be imagined. 

The next day Saul went to the army, and joined battle 
with the Philistines. The Philistines prevailed against Israel. 
Saul's three sons were slain, and himself wounded ; and in 

F 



suHen despair lie feU on his own sword and died. Tbe 

Philistines found the hodies of Saul and hiu BoniH, and vilely 
treated them ; but the men of Jabesli Gihad, hearing of this, 
obtained the bodies by night, and buried them, i Samtwl 
xii.— xxxi. 1 Chron. x. 



Li tliename and tribe of the first king of Israel! 

), and iu what mnnner, was he set apart to be king ! 



What miracle attested his inBtructioiisf 

Did Saul govern well? 

What was his Wanagreasion when going 



batdi; Hgninit 
the matter of the Amaleicitet 1 



Wherein did lie tran^esi 

What was Saul's state of mjnai 

What expedient was resorted to, to soothe his mind ? 

How were the Philialinea defeated in (he reign of Saul 

How did Saul act towards David? 

What became of Saul at last? 

II. The Reion of David. 
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On hearing of the death of Saul and his sons, David w 
deeply affected, and gave vent to hia feelings of loyalty, 
patriotism, and friendship, in a beautiful poetical elegy, or 
lamentation, over Saul and Jonathan. 

David now, by divine direction, went to Hebron, where the 
tribe of Judali assembled and elected him king; but Abnei, 
the general of Saul's army, and all the other tribes of Israel, 
endeavoured to establish Ishbosheth, the remaining son of 
Saul. He reigned in Israel for two years, David offering 
him no molestation ; but at the end of tliat time, Abner, the 
general, brought an array against David, wbo ivas then obliged 
to defend himself, though he did it very reluctantly, having 
Bworn to Saul that he would not cut off his seed. A 'civil war 
was carried on for seven years and a half, the army of Ishbo- 
sheth being commanded by Abner, and those of David by Joab, 
his sister's son. During this war, the interests of David giB< 
dually gained ground, and those of Ishbosheth declined. At 
length, Ishboslieth and Abner had a quarrel, and Abnef 
canie to offer (o take part with David : as he went forth from 
this audience he was met by Joab, who treacherously slew 
. him, in revenge for the death of his brother Aaahel, wboni 
Abaer some years before had slain in self-defence. David 
tii2cereiyregtettedthedeat.il of Abner, who was abravenaiti 



and he tvas exceedingly indignant at the treacherous and Te> 

Vengeful conduct of Joab. He expressed his full persuasion 

diat tJie Lordwouldreward the evil-doer according to his wick* J 

edness. Ishbosheth and the Israelites were much discournge^i 1 

by the death of Abner, and general diaconient prevailed I 

Bitiong the people. At length, two of the captains murdered 1 

Ishbosheth, and brought his head to David, expecting a great 1 

reward; but David punished with death the perpetrators ofl 

this cruel deed, and buried the head of Ishbosheth in Abner^ I 

■"fiepulchre. Thus the whole family of Saul was cut off, ex" 1 

cepting Mephibosheth, a son of Jonathan, who was latned bys 

fall when his nurse fled with him at hearing the tidings of tfa« ' 

death of Saul and Jonathan. David generously took this young j 

prince under his especial protection, gave him all the famiW J 

estates of Saul, and appointed him a place at his own tablet 1 

When Ishbosheth was dead, all the tribes who had hithert4 I 

held back, came and offered their allegiance to David, and be I 

became king over all Israel. ■ I 

David's first concern was to remove the ark of God, whi<A J 

had been sadly neglected in the time of Saul, — to whidi I 

neglect David justly attributed the calamities of the late I 

reign. His first military exploit was the conquest of Je- I 

rusalem, which had hitherto been maintained by the Jebu' I 

lites. It was afterwards called the City of David ; and Mouot I 

Zion, astrong part of it, was fixed on for the permanent abod* I 

of the ark ; but the bringing it up was not immediately ao-^ I 

com pli shed. I 

On David's accession to the throne, Hiram, king of Tyrff, 1 

sent messages of congratulation to him. He also sent bin 

ikiUiil workmen to build a palace for him at Jerusalem and 

much friendly intercourse subsisted between them. ■" I 

Early in David's reign the Philistines invaded the land of J 

Israel ; but David asked counsel of the Lord, and was di> I 

rected to go up against them, and miraculously assisted in I 

subduing them. I 

David then prepared to bring up the ark from the houafl I 

of Abinadab. It was placed in a new cart, which UzziJt I 

and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove, and David and thai I 

people attended with all kinds of music. As they wenl^ J 

Uzsah put forth his hand and took hold of the ark, whtcfe.' I 

none but the priests might lawfully touch; and God smotoel 

him there for his error, and there he died, by the ark of GodUl 

This awful breach struck terror into the mind of the king'j3 

he feared to proceed with the ark to Jerusalem, and lefl itl 

in the house of Obed-edom, and the Lord signally blessed' J 
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! of Obed-edom, for the ark's sake.' This en- 
couraged David again to proceed, in bringing the ark' to 
his own city. He therefore prepared a place for il, and 
appointed the Levites to bring it up with great reverencs 
and order. David and his people joined the proceaion, and 
received the sacred treasure into Jerusalem, with holy feasting, 
joy, and thanksgiving. 

When the enemies of David i 
hira, and he firmly established o 
shev^ the ark still further honour 
, temple. He 
prophet Nathan, who at first encouraged 
was commanded by the Lord 



re subdued round about 
the throne, he wished to 
building for its receplioA 
entioned his design to the 
but anervrards 
id that though 
his design was accepted of the Lord, the temple should noj 
be built by hiin who had had so much to do with war, but by 
his son, whose reign should be remarkably peaceful. 

He was also promised that bis family should be estabh'shed 
on the throne of Israel. These promises have also a morfi 
extensive and important reference to the Messiah and ^his 
kingdom. David humbly and gratefully adored the Dmni 
tnercy and faithfulness manifested towards him ; and though, 
in obedience to the command of God, he did not begin building 
the house, during the whole of his long reign he was exor 
ployed in collecting materials and making preparations for 
its being accomplished by his son. 

For several years David's reign was most prosperous wd 
happy ; but, at length, he fell into awful transgression, and 
was, in consequence, visited with severe calamities, espe- 
cially in his own family, Joah and the army of Israel were 
engaged in war with the Ammonites. Among them was Uriah, 
one of David's valiant officers. During his absence, David 
saw his wife Bathsheba, and suffered himself to be captivated 
with her beauty, and to seduce her from her fidelity to, her 
husband. Nor did the crime stop here; he tre.ichefously 
procured the death of Uriah, by directing Joah to place .him 
in a situation of great danger, and then desert hira, that' he 
t be slain, and his death ascribed to the common chUiM 
(r. Soon after this, David married Bathsheba, and she 
hare him a son. M hat a lesson of humility, watchfulnesf, 
and caution, does this sad story teach us ! If such ft man 
ns David thus fell by temptation, let him that think6th,te 
f,i,T".deth, lake heed lest he fall. 

David's conduct was highly offensive in the sight of God ; 
but his own conscience seemed for a long time insensible to 
/Ae^'j-eatnesH of his crime. At length the prophet, NatliM 
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w^as sent lo reprove hitn. This he did by a very ingenioll 
•parable, or fiction, representing, that n ricli man bi"' 
vtsited by » stanger, took for hia entertainment the i 
Iamb of a poor man, sparing his own numerous flocks 
herds. David at once exclaimed against such oppression 
cruelty, and declared that the person who had been guilty ({ 
it sliould be put to death. Nathan then turned upon t'^ 
rojral culprit, and said, "Thou art the man !" He reminded 
David of the great mercies God had bestowed upon him 
promised to him and his family, by which his crime 
greatly aggravated. He was further told that severe j 
ments should visit his house, and of such a peculiar kinS 
that he should read his sin in his punishment. David wsi 
brought into deep and unfeigned penitence, of which thetifcf 
first Paalra was the expression. The prophet encourag^ 
him with an assurance of the divine forgiveness, but told hid 
that the child of Bathsheba should die. It immediately feUf 
sick, according to the prophet's word. While it lived, Daviff 
pleaded hard for its recovery ; but a 
be resigned himself in humble submission to the will of GodJ 
and the expression of his just displeasure ; and consoled 
himself with the hope of meeting his child in a better wi 
While this affecting story teaches us to guard against s 
is also replete with encouragement to the greatest sinner 
hope for mercy and pardon, on sincere repentance and faitX 
in the appointed way of mercy. "Let the wicked forsakfl 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let hin 
return unto the Lord, for he will have mercy upon him, i 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon." 

Sometime afl:er this, Bathsheba bore David another s 
who was called Solomon, or peaceable. The prophet NathaAia 
was sent to intimate that this child should inherit the throDt^ 
of Israel, and lo give him the additional name of Jedidiah, (' 
the beloved of the Lord. 

After this, David's family history is 
grief and vexations. Amman, one of David's sons, coi^i^ 
eeived a violent and a sinful passion for his half-sister, Tama^ 
and acted basely towards her. Absalom, Tamar's 
brother, entertained a bitter hatred against Ammon for thm 
transaction, and only waited an opportunity of revenging ii 
After two years, he invited all hia brethren to a feast, oat 
in the height of the mirth and festivity, caused Ammon f 
be slain. Then Absalom fled from his father's just displea 
sure, and came no more into his presence for several years, At 
length David forgave Absalom, and received him into favour. 
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Absalom was a fine young man, greatly admired for his per- 
sonal beauty, and had been treated with too much indulgence 
by his affectionate father. His heart was odious as hit 
person was admirable. He abused his father's kindoesi, 
and became a traitor and rebel. For a considerable time 
he secretly ingratiated himself with the people, and seduced 
their hearts from David. At length, under the base pretext 
of fulfilling a religious vow, he went to Hebron, and got 
himself proclaimed king. The conspiracy was very stong 
throughout the land, and David and his friends were forced 
to flee from Jerusalem. Ahithophel, who had been David's 
chief counsellor and intimate friend, and who had professed 
to be very religious, treacherously went over to Absalom's 
interest. This wounded David's spirit exceedingly. How- 
ever, he bore this and all his trials with eminent piety and 
resignation ; and, instead of resenting the many injuries and 
insults he received, committed his cause to the Lord, and 
regarded all his afflictions as just chastisements coming froin 
the hand of God. Hushai, a steady friend of David, who 
would have accompanied him in his retreat, was sent back, 
professedly to join himself to Absalom, in order to share hu 
counsels and give notice of his movements, and, by his 
means, the counsel of Ahithophel was defeated. That wicked 
man was so enraged at the preference given to the counsels 
of another, that he went and hanged himself. Shortly afWr 
a decisive battle took place in the wood of Ephraini. 
Absalom's army was commanded by Amasa, and that of 
David by Joab, together with Abishai, and Ittai. David 
would have gone himself to the field of battle, but the people 
dissuaded him. He therefore earnestly entreated and 
charged his captains to deal gently with the young man 
Absalom, for his sake. There was great slaugnter among 
the Israelites, (those who followed Absalom, for the men of 
Judah were distinguished as David's steady friends.) As 
Absalom fled on a mule, he was caught by his fine hair in 
the branches of a tree, and the mule passing from under 
him, lefl him hanging. There he was found by David's 
servants, and, notwithstanding David's parental charge, Joab 
came up and slew him ; for he saw that if Absalom's life were 
preserved, there would be continual danger of future insur- 
rections. Thus victory was secured, and tranquillity restored; 
yet David most pathetically bewailed the loss of his disobedient 
and rebellious son: "O my son Absalom, my sOn, my son 

Absalom ! would God I had died Ilot xh^e^ O Absalom, my 

eon, my son !" 
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Some time afler this, tlie people in genera! became jealous 
of die favour shewn by Daviil lo his own tribe of Jiidah; 
and a revolt took place, beaded by Sheba, of tbe tribe of 
Benjamin ; but it was soon auppressed, and Sheba given up 
to justice. David was also tried by a war with the I'hilistines, 
bui God gave him victory over them. They were defeated 
in four engagements, and finally subdued. This was the last 
assault of bis enemies, and he gave thanks, in an inspired 
Pealm, to God who had given hira rest from his enemies 
round about. Dut afler this, David fell into a great trans- 
gression. In a spirit of vain glory and presumption, he 
comoianded the people to be numbered, and persisted in 
bis purpose in spite of all remonstrance. This conduct ivas 
highly offensive to the Lord, who sent the prophet Gad to 
reprove David. Indeed David's heart already smote him for 
what he had done, and he earnestly besought pardon of the 
Lord. Uut it was necessary that this oifence, and other 
national sins, should be punished, and the prophet was 
directed to offer to David's choice three severe visitations, 
eithers even years' famine, or three months' flight in war; or 
three days' pestilence. David wisely accepted the latter, as 
desiring to fall immediately into the hands of the Lord, whose 
great mercies he had often experienced. Accordingly, adread- 
fiil pestilence visited the people, and about seventy thousand 
died. The angel of tbe Lord who inflicted this deatruclion, 
appeared visibly, having a drawn sword stretched over Jeru- 
salem. David and the elders of Israel, beholding this awful 
sight, fell prostrate before the Lord in deep lamentation and 
humility ; and at tbe earnest intercession of David, the hand 
of the destroying angel was stayed. Tins took place over the 
threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite, which David bought, 
and built there an altar, and offered sacriflces ; and the *burnt 
offering was consumed by fire from heaven, in token of re- 
conciliation and acceptance. 

David had yet two important concerns to attend to, before 
the close of his reign, which was now drawing on — to complete 
his preparation for building the temple, and to secure the 
succession of Solomon to the throne. Having himself col- 
lected together an immense quantity of materials for the 
building, he invited like contributions from the nobles and 
people, the whole of which he solemnly and joyfully con- 
secrated to the Lord, grateful for his mercy in bestowing, 
and his coudescension in accepting, these gifts; and having 
reminded Solomon that God had appointed bim to the 1*0-, 
noiir of building this house to his name, encouraged him,jj^ 




BToceed with the work, in pious reliance on the blessing ot 
0(1(1. Thoiijjih God had appointed Solomon to succeed hia 
fcthei" on the throne, Adoiiijnh, ihe fourth son of David, 
entertained some hojws of getting himself established, and 
(■■sed a secret factioD niih this view. But David being 
informed of these proceedings, caused Solomon to be Ji 
diately anointed and proclaimed. 
• As death approached, David repeated his earnest eshotta- 
ttons lo Solomon to be faithful and obedient to the God ot 
bis fsiiiers. He acknowledged, with humble gratitude, the 
mercies sod faithfulness of God to him, and expressed bi> 
cheerful hope and holy confidence in the covenant on whidl 
be had long relied. [Ic died at about seventy years of agt^ 
sfter having reigned over Israel forty years, and was distift- 
guished by the honouraJilc appellation of the taan after Ge^* 
mm heart. This applies chiefly to his government, ia whieb 
he was always obedient to the Divine commandments. Hit 
Bersonal character was marked with grievous imperfectieM, 
but he was uniformly sincere at heart ; and eminent also ibr 
deep penitence, holy confidence, and ardent delif:;ht in ttic 
service of God. 2 Samuel ii. — xxiv. 1 Kings i. ii. 11. 
1 Chron. xi-xxix. 



Who succaedod Saul on the throne of Israel ? 

Hnw was Oitviii ap^iuted? 

Was lie aeocpted at once by all tlie tribes? 
I Why was Jerusaleni called the City of Daiid ? 
: Wiiat WU3 David's flmt concern when he was established t».\ 
kingdom i ., . ,1,,,.^, 

What caiaraity occurred when the ark was removed &0(n Sifj^t^ 
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■r brouelit lo Zion? ' 

What did David deaign that he was not permitted to accomplish f 

Wliat inWmipled the proaperily of David's reign f 

AVhat became of David's son, Ammon ! 
, How did Abealom act aftflrwardsf 
, Did he succeed in usurping hi* father's throne ? 
' Wlint offence, did David commit in the latter part of hi': reign ? 
' How W8fl itpuoiahedr 

What were the last acts of David's reign? 

What WHS the slate of his mind in prospect of death? 

What honourable character did he bear? ,,',. i- !i 

. , Sid (luB belong chiefly lo bi« persona] character, or to his govsn- 

I - f.| 



lit. .The Rbigk of Solomok. 

A. M. »M.— B. C. low, 

i J. ■ , • ■ 

;;4 On tlve death of his father, Solotnon succeeded to the throne, 
■od was peaceably and prosperously established in it. Soon 
after his accession he went up to sacrifice to the Lord in 
GibeoD, where the tabernacle then abode, though the ark was 
in' Jenualem : while there, the Lord appeared to him by night, 
and ofiered to bestow upon him whatsoever he should desire. 
Soloiown faambly desired to be endued with wisdom and un- 
chfnftanding for the discharge of his arduous and important 
dsties. There is no greater proof of wisdom than a deep 
eMMiousness of our need of it, and fin earnest desire to 
obtain it for practical purposes, that <ive may know what is 
owr duty, and how we ought to discharge it. Solomon's request 
wm so acceptable in the sight of God, that He not only 
endued him with what he had a$ked in a degree above all 
other men, but also bestowed qirliim in addition those things 
that he had not asked, riches, and honour, and length of days. 

Solomon had no sooner j'eturned to Jerusalem, than a case 
was presented, which called into exercise and display the 
extraordinary wisdom with which he was endowed. Two 
women, residing in one house, had each an infant of the same 
age ; one of the infants died, and each mother maintained 
that hers was the living infant. There were no witnesses to 
prove the fact. The young king wisely tried the tenderness 
of a true mother's feelings, by directing that the living child 
should be divided, and half given to each. The pretended 
mother was willing to agree to this, but the true mother 
cried out that the child's life should be preserved, even 
though it was to be given to her rival. On this, the king 
immediately pronounced that she was the true mother ; and 
his own fame was greatly extended for the wisdom of the 
decision. 

Soon after this, Adonijah afresh discovered a disposition 
to aspire to the throne ; and Joab and Abiathar were found 
concerned in promoting the design. Solomon had readily 
forgiven Adonijah for the attempt made in his father s life- 
time, and promised that if he conducted himself well, no injury 
should ensue to him. But this new attempt demanded vigo- 
rous resistance, and Adonijah and Joab were sentenced to 
death, and Abiathar degraded from his priesthood. Thus 
was Joab requited for having, in more than one instance, shed 
innocent blood. The righteous vengeance of God against 

f3 
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proceed with the work, in pious reliance on the blesi 
God. Thou'jh God had appointed SolonYon to succi 
father on the throne, Adonijah, the fourth son of '. 
entertained some hopes of getting himself establishc 
raised a secret faction with this view. But David! 
informed of these proceedings, caused Solomon to bfr 
diately anointed and proclaimed. y* 

As death approached, David repeated his earnest «| 
tions to Solomon to be faithful and obedient to thMl 
his fathers. He acknowledged, with humble gradM 
mercies and faithfulness of God to him, and expMI 
cheerful hope and holy confidence in the covenantlMl 
he had long relied. He died at about seventy yetfi;< 
after having reigned over Israel forty years, and 11919 
guished by the honourable ap]iellation of the man 4/li 
onm heart. This applies chiefly to his governmenl^.^ 
he was always obedient to the Divine commandmenli 
personal character was marked with grievous impetH 
but he was uniformly sincere at heart ; and emisenlrdi 
deep penitence, holy confidence, and ardent delimit, 
service of God. 2 Samuel ii. — xxiv. 1 Kings 'i^ 
1 Chron. xi— xxix. • »y.<^ 

'lib 

QUESTIONS. . ,^ 

AVho succeeded Saul on the throne of Israel ? ^ 

How was David appointed? ' ^ 

Was he accepted at once by all the tribes ? " -*i' 

VThy was Jerusalem called the City of David ? -^ d 

What was David's first concern when he was establkhfl 

kingdom / ^.„ 

What calamity occurred when the ark was removed from 

Jearim ? 
Was it ever brought to Zion ? '* 

What did David design that he was not permitted to aAMUr 
What interrupted the prosperity of David's reign ? • » 

^Miat became of David's son, Ammon ? ^f 

How did Absalom act afterwards ? . - : ^^ 

Did he succeed in usurping his fiither's throne ? . . 

What offence, did Da via commit in the latter part of his {r^ 
How was it punished ? ^"^ 

What were the last acts of David's reign ? ' 

What was the state of his mind in prospect of death ? ' »»* 
What honourable character did he bear f r i <j 

Did this belong chiefly to his personal character, or to 

ment? 
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iBiii) though ilow, is iiirt; ami of all crimes, murder, iii{| 
cular, is generally reckoned for, even in ihia world. 
' Huran or Hiram, king of Tyre, had always i 
■ friendly intercourse with David. The like friendshS 
main! am cd with Solomon. Hiram agreed to ftimiAfl 
and other choice woods for the building of the ti 
in return was to receive wheat and oil, (the prodnc 
land of Canaan), for the supply of his household, 
also obtained from Tyre skilful workmen in silver a 
and employed his own people in hewing die cedai 
the stones, and conveymg them to Jerusalem. These I 
paradons occupied between three and four years, and-d . 
erection of ihe temple seven more. The temple was neoui 
on Mount Moriali, where Abraham had offered Isaac, 'iSl 
where the angel of the Lord appeared to David over At 
threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebnsite. It was a nM 
magnificent and splendid edifice. The gold and silver of^ 
amoimted to upwards of eight thousand millions, ttnto 
built after the form of the *tabernaclc, but on a much laigtr 
scale. When complete, the ark was removed by the pri^bi 
and placed in the temple, which was consecrated in the idbbi 
solemn manner. The sacrifices offered consisted of HfiW 
oxen, and 1 80,000 sheep. Solomon himself led the dcrotJOM 
of the people, in a prayer the most fervent and solemn. I^ 
fVom being lifted up in pride at the great work he luJ 
accomplished, he prostrated himself in the very dust, IntkB 
presence of his Creator, and was filled with amazement A^ 
God should condescend lo notice the works and worsldp ijt 
creatures so mean, and of sinners so vile ; hut encoan^td 
by the Divine goodness, he fervently implored that thece,'.(fi 
all ages, and under all circumstances, God would be plevKd 
to meet his people, and to bless them according to their neiSi. 
Solomon's prayer was heard, and amidst the pratsea of l}ie 
assembled people, the God of Israel look possession of liis 
ark. Fire from heaven descended lo consume the sacriHttS. 
and the whole house was filled with visible glory. This 
temple was in all after ages of the Jewish church the ftaet 
' vhere sacrifices were offered, and where all the people BM1 
at the great sacred festivals three times a-year. 

Besides this stately temple for the worshij) of God, Solo- 
mon built himself several magnificent dwellings, both' fo 
Jerusalem and Lebanon, ft is supposed that the removal of 
' Solomon's queen, an Egyptian princess, to the palac 
fie had built for her, was the occasion of his compof^ 
'CanticleB, or Solomon's Song, vj>»\c\v \a ^wj • 
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to have a further and typical reference to the displays of 
Christ's love to the church. 

During the early part of Solomon's rei^n, the oalion of 
Israel was raised to its highest prosperity and glory. He 
had reigned more than twenty years, when the Lord again 
appeared to him by night, promising (o fulfil the prayers lliat 
SolomoD had offered at the dedicotioti of the temple, and all 
the prayers that, in all generations, should be offered there 
in sincerity. The Lord also promised to establish ihe honse 
of David on the Jewish throne, and continually to bless the 
people of Israel, provided they should remain steadfast in 
the worship of the true God, but at the same time ihreac- 
ening awful desolations, both on the people and the temple, 
if Israel should fall into idolatry. 

The fame of Solomon's wisdom, prosperity, and piety, 
was very widely extended. It is probable that at this 
period, he had composed the book of Proverbs, which 
contains the most judicious and wholesome maxims for the 
government of the heart and conduct, in every circumstance 
of human life. The queen of Sheba, a country far remote 
from the land of Israel, having heard the report of Solomon's 
greatness and wisdom, came a long journey to satisfy herself 
with beholding the glory of the king of Israel, and de- 
riving instruction from his conversation. Much as she ex- 
pected, she confessed that the reality far exceeded all she 
had heard or imagined. Our Lord, in his discourse with the 
Jews, many ages afterwards, referred to I' ' 
and said that the queen of Sheba (or of the south) v 
reproach to those who neglected his heavenly ii 
" for," said he, " she came from the uttermost parts of the 
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and a greater than 
Solomon is here." 

But the whole of .Solomon's reign was not equally glorious. 
In his latter years he look many wives and concubines, 
most of whom were idolaters, and thus his heart was en- 
snared and enslaved in sensuality and idolatry. How very 
imperfect are the best of men ! and what need is there (o be 
constantly on one's guard against those fleshly lusts which 
war against the soul, and tarnish the lustre of the brightest 
reputation ! In consequence of these iransgessions, the Lord 
declared to .Solomon that the chief part of the kingdom 
should be rent, not from bimself, but from his son, and given 
to his servant. His latter years were also embittered by 
several adversaries, whom the Lord permitted to chastise 
his backslidings. It is generally thought that the hook of 



Eocletiaites wat written by Solomon in the close of life; 
u an expression of his repeotance, and as a lasting testinonyi 
bt his decided judgment of the vanity of all worldly posm- 
wons. puduits and pleasures, and of the inGnite value and 
excellency of true Teli|;ion. "This is the conclusion of die 
whole niattur. Fear God and keep his commandmenta, Ibi 
this is the whole duty of man ; for God shall bring evaf 
work into judgment, with every secret thought, whether it M 
good, or whether it be evil." Eccles. xii. IS, 14. 

Soiomon reigned forty years over Israel, and was succeeded 
fty hia eon Rehoboam. 1 Kings ii. — xi. 2 Chron. i. — iXi 



What was (he first remarkable act of Solomon's reign .' 

Wlml (lorticular favoiu- wag shewn him by the Lord ; 

Was JUB choici! approved in the sight of Gud .' 

In what remarkable instance was hia extraordinary wisdom di^ 

played? 
Did he prmeeute his bthcr'a great design of building the temple i 
In wbst way did Hiram, king of Tyre, assist in prosecuting the 

design i 
What particular seri-ices attended Llie consecration of the temple! 
Did any expression of divine acceptance attend the services of (hat 

By whom was Solomon liaited on account of the fume of his wiadnra 

Did Solomon's glory continue untarnished to the last? 

By what means was he drawn aside? 

Is there any evidence that he was brought to repentance ? ,^yi^ 



PERIOD VII. 



THE HISTORY OP JUDAH. 



After the defection of Solomon, it had been foretold that 
hia servant Jeroboam, should rend the kingdom from his son. 
In consequence of this prediction Solomon sought to kill 
Jerohoara, hut be fled for safety into Egypt. On the death 
^f Solomon, Jeroboam returned, and was employed by th« (en 
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txikes (that is excepting Benjamin and Judah) to petition the ^ 
king for some redress of their grievances and heavy burdens« 
Re^ioboam first consulted the counsellors of his late father, 
nkfao advised him to meet their application with consideration' 
aad gentleness. But the younger men, to whom he foolishly 
hearkened, advised him rather to increase the burdens of 
tiinch they complained. This so provoked the people that 
they revolted from him ; that is, they refused to obey his 
government, and determined to form themselves into a 
separate nation. The ten tribes, accordingly, made Jero* 
boam their king ; and only Judah, Benjamin, and the Levitesi 
adhered to the house of David. They were henceforth 
ealled the kingdom of Judah, and the kingdom of IsraeL 
Every one of the kings of Israel was wicked, and idolatrous, 
but most of the kings of Judah professed to worship the true 
God. 

Rehoboam was preparing an army to fight against the 
house of Israel, and recover his kingdom ; but he was for- 
bidden to do so by the prophet Shemaiah, who told him that 
it ,was according to the threatening of God for the sin of 
Solomon. After the division of the tribes, Rehoboam con- 
ducted himself wisely, and the people in general adhered to 
the worship of the true God ; but afterwards, they degene- 
rated into idolatry and vice ; and then the Egyptians were 
permitted to invade and harass them. The prophet Shemaiah 
reproved them for their dins ; on which they repented, and 
humbled themselves, and deliverance was afforded them, 
though they were chastised by being spoiled of many of 
their treasures. During the whole reign of Rehoboam, 
which lasted seventeen years, there was war between Judah 
and IsraeL His character on the whole is said to have been 
evil, because he prepared not his heart to seek the Lord. 
Those who seek the Lord with all their heart, will discharge 
the duties of life with propriety, and find favour both with 
God and man. 1 Kings, xii, xiv. 21 — 81. Z Chron. x. — xii, 

QUESTIONS. 

Who succeeded Solomon on the throne of Israel ? 

In what manner did he act in the beginning of his reign ? 

What resulted from Rehoboam 's arbitrary conduct? 
' Sy wlioin was the separation of the revoltmg tribes conducted? 
' Bt ifrimt haines were the two kingdoms afterwards distinguished 

Did Rehdhoitm atteitapt to reduce the revolters by force of arms ? - 
-iHow d^ R^oboon gpveni afterwards ? 
iWlMiJWwhis/gidiicnuehaniDtfir?. . 



Abijah, (or Abijam) the son of Rehoboam, succeeded lui 
father. He reigned in Judah three years, duriDg which 
time there was war wilh Jeroboam, who still reigaed in 
Israel, Abijah 'b character was not j^ood ; he walked in the 
■ins of his father. Great mercy, however, was shewn bim 
for the sake of David, his pious forefuther, and on one occa- 
sion, when he and his peo]ile resisted Jeroboam, their causa 
being good, and their dependence placed on God, He wu 
pleased to appear for them, and give them victory ; this ii 
ll)e only particular recorded of Abijah'a reign. 1 Kings xvi. 
8. g Chron. xiii. 



Gcet'ileil Rclioboani t 

e a.ay particulara of his reign? 
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Asa was one of the most pious and prosperous kings of 
Judah. He did much towards the e^ttirpation of idolatry, 
and the suppression of vice. So impartial was he in the 
work of reformation, that he even degraded bis own mother 
from her rank as queen on account of her idolatry. 

During this reign the Ethiopians made an attRck on Judah; 
but Asa went to tbe battle, declaring his confidence in God, 
and bis resignation of the issue to his disposal, and the Lord 
was pleased to appear for his people, I'he Ethiopians were 
defeated, and Judah obtained much spoil. 

After this, Asa was encouraged by the prophet Azariah, lo 
carry the work of reformation slill farther, and he, with 
all the people, entered into a solemn covenant with God 
against idolatry. -From this time Judah enjoyed a long 
period of peace and prosperity. 

But the best of men are still far from perfection, and Asa, 
though he never departed from the service of God, on more 
than one occasion acted inconsistently. Baasha, king of 
Israel, made war against Asa ; and instead of placing his 
pious dependence on God alone, as he bad done so honour- 
ably and successfully on former occasions, he purchased tlie 
aid of Benhadad, king of Syria, against fiaasha. For this he 
was reproved by the prophet Hanani, Asa discovered an 
improper spirit under this reproof; he put tbe •seer In 
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prison, and he also, in some respects, acted oppressively 
towards the people. In the thirty-ninth year of his reign, 
Asa was afflicted with a disease in his feet, under which he 
farther transgressed by relying on the aid of the physicians 
rather than of God. Asa reigned forty-one years, and died 
greatly and honourably lamented. 1 Kings xv. 9 — 2^ ; 
8 Chron. xir. — xvi. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who was the next king of Judah? 

What was his character? 

Did he in any instance act inconsistently? 

IV. Jehoshaphat. 

A. M. 9090.<>B. C. 014. 

Jehoshaphat was one of the best kings of Judah ; his reign 
was long and prosperous. He carried on the reformation 
his father had begun. He sent forth the priests and Levites 
to teach the laws of God to the people, and enforced on the 
judges of the land uprightness and impartiality. Many 
nations became tributary to Judah ; and, on the whole, the 
national prosperity was very great during this reign. Jeho- 
shaphat unwisely made peace with Israel, and entered into 
alliance with Ahab and with Ahaziah, two of its wicked 
kings, which seems to have been the only blot on this reign. 
The *seer Jehu strikingly reproved this conduct, saying, 
" Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate 
the Lord ? therefore is wrath gone out against thee from the 
Lord." Those who fear God ought to keep at the greatest 
possible distance from the society of the ungodly : there is 
great danger of being ensnared by their corrupt example, 
or of being involved in the calamities which result from 
their crimes. When Jehoshaphat went down to battle with 
Ahab, he got mistaken for him, and had nearly lost his life 
in consequence. 

The next event that signalized the reign of Jehoshaphat, 
was a remarkable defeat of the Moabites and Amonites, who 
went up with a very great army to invade th^ land of Judah. 
The pious kmg immediately proclaimed a fast^, and set himself 
and his people to ask counsel of the Lord, throwing them- 
selves entirely on his mercy and power ; - and pleading his 
past deliverances, and the promises of mercy connected with 
the faithful worship of the temple. An answer of mercy was 
tent by JahazieV a Levite, assuring the king and people that 



tlis Lw^ would talce tlie battle into bin own bands, and woA 
for his people a complete deliverance. Aocordingly, on the 
following day, while the people were singing praises unto the 
Iiord, He sec ambushnients against their enemies, and spread 
among them such terror and confusion that one helped to 
destroy another, and nothing remained for the people of 
Judah but to clear away the immense spoil. At^er this, 
Jehoshaphat unwisely joined himself to Ahaziah, king of 
Israel, for the purposes of traffic, but the displeasure of tlie 
Lord rested on the alliance, and the enterprize proved un- 
■uccessful. About this time, Jeboram, the son of Jebosbs^' 
phat, was joined with his father in the government of Judab. 
Towards the close of Jehashaphat'a reign, he went up wttli 
his army to join the kings of Israel and of Bdom, against Moab. 
The allied army was distressed for want of water, and the 
idolatrous king of Israel gave way to gloom and despondency; 
and said they were only brought together to perish. Bm ' 
the pious king Jehoshaphat sought counsel of ihe Lord nt the 
tnouth of the prophet Elisha, who encouraged the expedition, 
and promised success ; and a miraculous supply of water 
was afforded them, and complete victory over their enemies, 
(seep. 130.) This honourable reign wssextendcd through^ 
period of twenty-five years. 1 Kings xxii. S Kings iii. 
X Chron. xvii — xxi. 1. 

*J 

QUEST I OH a. J 

Who Buecaeded Asa! 

What distinguished J^haahaphat's xcign! 

Into wliBt evil did lie fall? 

Wlijit gryat deEverance was effected in this reign I 

Had this ting any intercourse with the prophet Eliaha ? 

V. Jeiioram. 



Jehoram, the son of Jehoshaphat, who succeeded him oi 
tlirone, reigned wickedly. The sacred historian in a great 
measure accounis for this by saying he had to wife the 
daughter of Ahab, the wicked king of Israel. One of the most 
instructive lessons taught by this part of saered history, is 
the danger of evil company in general, and especially in the 
marriage relation. The character of the wife and mother is 
of vast importance to thoce connected with her, — nor less so' 
tliait of the husband and father. This wicked king was no 
•ooner established od the throne, than he slew bis eAx 
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bi^^t^repffbejaide /several of the princes of Israel. He also 
established idolatry, and the vices attendant upon it. While 
thuB pursuing his career of wickedness, he received a written 
iq^ixKiation from the prophet Elijah of the Divine judgments 
thfU ^biould visit himself and family on account of his crirnes, 
and particularly the manner of his death ; but this warning 
hst4 no.efibct in rousing him to repentance. 

During this reign, the Edomites revolted from Judah ; 
and tbe Philistines and Arabians were stirred up against it 
on account of the wickedness of its king. They plundered 
the lung's substance, and carried away his wives and children, 
leaving' only the youngest. 

Kot long after this the king died of a dreadful complaint 
in the bowels, as the prophet Elijah had foretold. He died 
unregretted, and was buried without the accustomed honours. 
He. reigned about eight years with his father, and three or 
foiir after his death. 2 Kings viii. 16 — 24. 2 Chron. xxi. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who succeeded Jehoshaphat? 

What was his character ? 

Of what act of cruelty was he guilty in the early part of his reign ? 

Did he receive any particular warning against his crimes? 

Was the manner of his death correctly foretold ? 

VI. Ahaziah. 

A. M. 3 no.— B.C. 885. 

Jehoram was succeeded by his youngest son Ahaziah, (or 
Jehoahaz), the elder sons, having all been slain. His reign 
was short and wicked. Most affecting is the account of his 
career. " Forty and two years old was he when he began 
to reign, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother's 
name was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri. He also walked 
in the ways of the house of Ahab, for his mother was his 
counsellor to do wickedly ! wherefore he did evil in the sight 
of the Lord, like the house of Ahab, for they were his counsellors 
after the death of his father, to his destruction,** God had 
decreed the total destruction of Ahab's wicked house. The 
fulfilment was now hastening on, and Ahaziah involved him- 
self in it by joining Jehoram in the war against Syria. 

Jehoram, king of Israel, was at J^zreel wounded by the 
Syrians, .and Ahaziah was visiting him there. Jehu, the 
appointed instrument of vengeance on Ahab's house, came 
to J[e^jne^l ;. on heiinng of his approach, the two kings came 
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forth to meet him, and were both slain, ft Kings viii. £5* 
«9. ix. 16 — 29. 2 Chron. xxii. 1 — 9. 



QUESTIONS. 

By whom was Jehoram succeeded ? 

How long did he reign ? 

What particular reason is given for the great wickedness of tiiis 

king? 
How did he meet his death ? 



VII. Athaliah. 

A. M. ai20.-.B. C. 884. 

On hearing of Ahaziah's death, his mother Athaliah slew 
all the seed-royal ; that is, all who could claim deiscent from 
David, and so lay claim to the crown. Her own grand- 
children were among the number, but this barbarous woman 
was lost to all the ties of affinity as well as to all the claims 
of humanity, and thought only of accomplishing her own 
ambitious views. By a signal interposition of Providence, 
one infant was preserved amidst the general slaughter, and 
brought up in concealment by his aunt Jehoshabeath, and her 
husband Jehoiada, the high-priest. Athaliah, supposing the 
destruction complete, established herself on the throne' of 
Judah ; but after six years, Jehpiada brought fordi the young 
prince and proclaimed him king.. The wicked queen, Athaliah, 
was slain just without the temple. She was the last of the 
family of Ahab. 2 Kings xi. 2 Chron. xxii. xxiii. 1 — 15. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who reigned after Ahaziah ? 

By what means did she gain possession of the throne? 

Did she succeed in her cruel intention of destroying all the royal 

femily ? 
How was the infant Joash preserved ? 

VIII. JoASH (or Jehoaash.) 

A. M. Biae.— B. C. 878. 

During the minority of the young king, his pious uncle 
and protector, Jehoiada, promoted great reformation both in 
religion and morals ; and as long as Jehoiada lived, Joash 
continued to reign well, and seemed to have at heart the 
best interests of his people. But when his faithful monitor 
^^ gone, be declined so f&i a& to coiq;av« «.x. H!^<(^ai\jcf % He 
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^iled the temple of its sacred treasures, in order to pur- 
rliase the departure of Hazaelking of Syria ; and was even so 
liardened in wickedness as to command the stoning of the 
mrophet Zechariah, for his faithful reproofs of the sins- of 
\mg and people. This Zechariah was no other than the son 
rfyehoiada, the benefactor of his early years ; and thus base 
fpgratitude was added to the sins of idolatry, sacrilege and 
Ifmrder.— Joash was at length slain in a conspiracy of his own 
■ervants, after reigning in Judah forty years. 1 Kings xi. xii. 
% Chron. xxiii. xxiv. — During this reign, Jonah the prophet* 
flourished. (See p. 136.) 

QUESTIONS. 

. What particulars attended the early part of Joash's reign ? 
J How md he conduct himself after the death of Jehoiada ? 
-*' Of what great act of ingrsttitade and cruelty was Joash guilty ? 
r -What was his end ? 
/■ 

IX. Amaziah. 

A. M. 3166.— B. C. 838. 

Joash was succeeded by ]^is son Amaziah, of whom it is 
lidd that he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, 
but not with sincerity : — a proof among many more, that God 
regards the motive as well as the action, and that the most 
ipecious services are unavailing, unless the heart be right in 
His sight. The first act of his reign was to punish the mur- 
derers of his father. 

During this reign, Judah was engaged in war with Edom, 
t)ie king having engaged, in addition to his own army, a 
handred thousand men of Israel, for an hundred talents of 
silver. But he was forbidden of the Lord to make use of 
these men, and was encouraged to expect deliverance with* 
out them ; which was accordingly granted. After this, 
Amaziah fell into idolatry, and being vain of his victory over 
the Edomites, sent a rash challenge to Joash, king of Israel. 
That which begins in vain glory, usually ends in disgrace. 
This affair terminated in the defeat of Judah, and in the loss 
of a great part of the sacred and jroyal treasures. 

Amaziah reigned twenty-nine years, and at last was slain 
in a conspiracy. 2 Kings xiv. ^ Chron. xxv. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the character of Amaziah? 
What assistance did he engage in the war against Edom ? 
Was he permitted to use the help of Israel ? 
* -In what did he act rashly, and what was the Tesult ? 
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X. UzzAH (or Asariah.) 

A. M. SIM.— B. a 8lf. 

Amaziah was succeeded by his son Uzzah, (soniedmei 
called Azariah.)— At first he reigned well, bat as he became 
prortperous, his heart was lifted up to his own destruction. 
lie was successful in war, and the internal affairs of his king- 
dom prospered ; but these blessings, instead of raising lus 
gratitude to the Giver of all, were made the occasions of 
pride and presumption. He went into the temple of die 
I^rd, and in spit«^ of all remonstrance, took a ^censer and 
burnt * incense, which belonged to the priests alone. For 
this offence he was struck with leprosy, which abode with 
him to the day of his death. He reigned, fifty-two years. 
2 Kings XV. 1 — 7. 2 Chron. xxvi. The prophets Isaiah, 
Joel, and Hosea, began to prophesy in this reign, and foretold 
the calamities that were coming on the Jewish nation because 
of their sins. 

QUESTIONS. 

What particulars are recorded of Uzzah's reign? 

Of what particular instance of pride and presumption was he guilty? 

What punishment was inflicted on him f 

What prophets were sent in this reign ? 

What aid they particularly testify ? 

XL JOTHAM. 
A. M. 3246.— B. C. 7S8. 

Jotham succeeded his father Uzzah, and reigned well. His 
reign was prosperous, but the people persisted in their wick- 
edness, and therefore the prophets still testified against 
them. 2 Kings xv. 32—38. 2 Chron. xxvii. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the character of Jotham 's reign? 

Did the i)eople reform, or did they ]^>ersi8t in their sins ? 

XII. Ahaz. 

A. M. 3Mt B. C. 74S. 

After Jotham, came his son Ahaz, who reigned very wick- 
edly. He was proud, and lifted up in prosperity; and in- 
stead of repenting when affliction came upon him, in the time 
of lus distress did he trespass yet more against the Lord. 
This is that king Ahaz ! mark what an awful character. 
Wh<it liope can there be for him who is neither grateful for 
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the mercies of God, nor humbled under the strokes of his 
rod? In the time of Ahaz, the kings of Israel and of Syria, 
oame up against Judah, but were not permitted to prevail. 
The prophet Isaiah foretold the destruction of these two 
kings within three years, which took place accordingly ; but 
. AhtLZ treated the prophet and his message with indifference, 
if not with contempt. 

' Ailer the first deliverance of Judah from Syria and Israel, 
the wickedness of Ahaz abounding yet more and more, the 
land of Judah was in a great measure laid waste by Pekah, 
•king of Israel. In this distress, Ahaz sought help from 
Assyria, but in vain. The Edomites also, and the Philistines, 
inade some successful attempts against Judah. 

Afterwards, Ahaz obtained the aid of Assyria against Syria. 
*t!he Assyrians took Damascus, the capital of Syria, and slew 
Rezin, the king. Pekah also, the king of Israel, was slain in 
a conspiracy, as Isaiah had foretold. 

Notwithstanding these interpositions, Ahaz became still 
•more idolatrous and wicked. He took many of the sacred 
vessels of the temple, and had them altered for heathen wor- 
ship ; and he sacrificed his own children to idols, according 
to the horid practice of heathen nations. 

Ahaz reigned sixteen years. 2 Kings xvi. 2 Chroa* 
xxviii. Isaiah vii. — ix. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who reigned after Jotham ? 

What was his character in prosperity and in adversity ? 

Did the kings of Israel and Syria prevail against Ahaz ? 

How did the king receive the message of the prophet Isaiah ? 

Were his predictions fulfilled? 

What acts of idolatry was Ahaz guilty of ? 

XIII. Hezekiah. 

A. M. 3278.-B. C. 726. 

Ahaz was succeeded by his son Hezekiah, who reigned 
long and well, and was a great blessing to the nation. He 
exerted himself zealously in abolishing idolatry, and restor- 
ing the worship of the true God. The brazen serpent made 
by Moses in the wilderness (see p. 71.) had been hitherto pre- 
8«rved, but Hezekiah found that it had become an occasion 
of idolatry to the people. He therefore destroyed it. 

In the beginning of Hezekiah*s reign, the people of Israel 
iirei^ carried into captivity, and Israel ceased, to be a nation. 
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In this reien, the Assyrians came np against Judab, but 
llfzekiah encouraijed the confidence of the people in God. 
Sonic years afterwards, the army of Sennacherib, king of 
A^^ivria, a^ain came up against Judah, and Rabshakeb, the 
chict* captain, treated Hezekiab with insolent contempt. He 
.lU.i hla^phemed against the God of Judah, and endeavoared 
to tl'.ive the |)coplc to despondency and revolt. But the 
pious king went to the temple, and spread the case befim 
the Lord. He also entreated the prayers of the prophet 
Isaiah, and received from him an assurance that God woiild 
pload the cause of Judah against the insulting foe. AcGordr 
in^Iy, the angel of the Lord went forth by night and slew the 
wliolo army of the Assyrians, a bunded and eighty-five 
thousand men. Sennacherib, the king, was permitted to 
return to his own country, but was soon after slain by his 
two sons in the temple of his idol god at Nineveh.. 

After this, llezckiah had a dangerous sickness, and wis 
apparently drawing near to death, but he prayed earnestly to 
the Lord, and his life was prolonged fifteen years. The pro- 
phet Isaiah communicated to him this answer to his prayen, 
and ixave this miraculous sign of its falfilment, — that the nm 
should go back ten degrees on the dial of Ahaz. 

But after this signal mercy, and considering the great 
pr()s))erity that had attended his reign, the heart of Hezekiah 
was lifted up with vanity and vain glory. The king of Baby- 
lon sent messengers to congratulate him on his recovery, and 
lie very imprudently displayed to them all his treasures. 
Isaiah the prophet reproved him for this, and foretold that 
those very treasures would be taken away to Babylon, and 
his own oftspring carried into captivity. Hezekiah humbly 
submitted himself to the Divine decree, and was promised 
that peace should be prolonged through his life. He reigned 
over Judah twenty-nine years. 2 Kings xviii — xx. 2 Chron. 
xxix— xxxii. Isaiah xxxvi — xxxix. 



QUESTIONS. 

^ylll) wns the next king of Judah, and what was bis character? 
What (lid Ju» do for the honour of God, and for the good of the 

pi'onlo / 
n,»\v did tho AaajiTinns attack Judah, in the reign of Hezekiah? 
\Scvo I hoy not overcome in a remarkable manner? 
W'Uixi nnuarknhlo circMimstancc was connected with Hezekiah's 

«iv-ku«Ni!i and rtvovory ? 
Mow did ho aot after his roooverj'? 
^^ -iiit nitifornuie« sucoetMled ( 
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XIV. Manasssh. 
A. M. 83M.— B. c. eoe. 

* 'JManasseh succeeded his father Hezekiah. His reign "ivas 
i^ Wd reverse of that which preceded it. His wickedness 
mie to a dreadful height. He established idolatry, which 
Iritf &ther had laboured to destroy. He made his son to 
JImi through the fire to Moloch, and he caused the very 
ulnets of Jerusalem to run down with blood. The nation 
fMb now at its worst state ; and though God in mercy sent 
wophets to call the king and people to repentance, they were 
■ Qtejrised and rejected. In consequence of this, many of the 
-|RH9ple were carried captive into the land of Assyria, and 
the king himself was grievously afflicted, bound with fetters, 
'-mA east into a dungeon. There he was brought to true 
penitence, and humbled himself greatly before the God of 
m fathers. Thus Manasseh had abundant reason to say, 
^It is good for me that I have been afflicted." It pleased 
'God to rescue Manasseh from his affliction, and restore him 
td the throne of his father. Afler this he reigned well, and 
died in peace, after a reign of fifty-five years, fi Kings xxi. 
t Chron. xxxiii. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the character of Manasseh ? 

What calamity bcfel him ? 

How did he l>ehave in his affliction ? 

Was his penitence sincere? 

Was he ever restored to his throne ? 

XV. Amon. 

A. M. 3301.— B. G. 643. 

Manasseh was succeeded by his son Amon, who followed 
his father in all his evil ways, but unhappily not in his 
penitence. He reigned only two years, and was slain in his 
own house, and by his own servants. 2 Kings xxi. 19 — 26. 
2 Chron. xxxiii. 21—25. 

QUESTIONS. 

How did Amon, the son of Manasseh, conduct himself? 
Did he imitate his father's penitence ? 
How did he come by his death? 



■»»• • XVI. JosUH. 



losiah, the son of Anion, was, in ail respectv-ft ] 
ronlrMt to hi« falher. He ascendeil the throne rtry 
nnil WKH (IUtin;;uiHheJ for early piety, lenderness 
Bcience, and mhI for the worship and service of t 
God . He destroyed every vestige of idolatry, — thus 
fiilflllini; a pre<liction which had been given of hint b 
more than three hundred yeart before. (I Kings xii: 
and 2 Kings xxiii, 15—17.) In the thirteenth yeai 
reign, Jeremiah began to prophecy. The prophet 
young man, and, like the king, early and eminently 
But the people were wicked and hardened, and the 
of the king and the prophet lo do tliCm good, failed 
cU'ect, and only added to their condemnation. 

Among other good works, Josiah caused the lemp! 
repnired. While this work was in progress, a copy of i 
was found, which had been either concealed or niislau 
king caused it to be puhltcly read, and inijuired of tt 

Elieis the meaning of its awful threatenings. The prO| 
[iildoh, was employed by the Lord to convey a rrie* 
mercy and peace to the king himself, assuring Wi 
though the judgments God had threatened a>:rRinat''n 
nnlion should certainly come to pass, jet that be shou 
he gathered to his fathers in peace. In this reign the tt 
of the Lord was renewed, and the feast of the passtn 
kept with great solemnity, far beyond any thii>g th 
been known for ai;es. 

Josiah reigned thirty-one years, and was slain in 
wiiii, Pharaoh Nechoh, king of Egypt. He was grea 
inenied by the people, and Jeremiah, the prophet, con 
an elegy, or lamentation, for him, which is not prea 
2 Kinga xxii. xxiii. S Chron. xxsiv. xxxv. A| 
early chapters of the prophecies of Jeremiah. 



Who reigopd after Anion J 

What wBj Josiah's chnracler! 

By what ptuuhet was he assisted in his emlcavoura [i 

people f 
Wtataucceas alteiided (heir p.ous endeavours! ' 

^Vlmt hapueiied wlieti the temple was reptiiring ? 
HuwdidJasiall act on receiving the book of Ilie Iftw f . f 
WliHt promiaes of merpy wereniade Id himf •■ *"1) (l. 
II.AV dill he meet with bia di»th? . _.,,{ IttwM 
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XVII. JXHOAHAZ (or ShALLUM.) 
A. H. Sa04.— B. C. 010. 

Jehoahaz (or Shall um) was made king on the death of his 
father. He did evil in the sii(ht of the Lord. Afler three 
montbi the king was deposed, and the land of Judah, in 
m great measure, brought under the dominion of Pharaoh 
Nechoh, king of Egypt. That king took Jehoahaz away with 
luBD to Egypt, and made his brother, Eliakim, king in Judah. 
S Kings xxiii. 31 — 35. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 1 — 4. 

^ QUESTION. 

What do we know of the short reign of Jehoahaz ? 
XVIIL Jehoiakim. 

A ir. 3804.— B. C. 610. 

Eliakim, whose name was changed by Pharaoh to Je- 
hoiakinit reigned wickedly during eleven years. All that time 
tlie prophets continued to warn the rebelh'ous Jews that the 
iildffianeiits of God were at hand ; but both king and people 
iMsaeBed themselves, and despised the threatenings. Nebu- 
dMidneisar, king of Babylon, had gained great advantages over 
Sgyiptyand as Judea was now tributary to Egypt, Nebuchad- 
■aasar attacked that land also. He took Jehoiakim, and 
bound him in fetters, to carry him to Jerusalem. He also 
l9ok many of the young nobles of Judah, among whom were 
jDwiel and his companions, — and he carried away part of 
the sacred treasures. Afterwards Jehoiakim humbled him- 
ictf to Nebuchadnezzar, and promised to pay him tribute ; 
on which he was released and permitted to return to his 
kJBgdom ; but about three years afterwards Jehoiakim re- 
bdled against Nebuchadnezzar, and all the nations under 
the influence of that powerful monarch were commanded to 
^ up against Jerusalem. - Jehoiakim was taken prisoner and 
ilain with the sword, and his dead body cast out ignominiously 
into the common road, without the gates of Jerusalem, just 
as Jeremiah had prophesied. 2 Kings xxiii. 34 — 37 ; xxiv. 
1 — 6. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 5—8 ; also Jer. xxii. xxxvi. 

[This carrying away by Nebuchadnezzar, in the reign of 
Jehoiakim, is reckoned as the commencement of the seventy 
fears' captivi^* We shall, therefore, now return to the reign 
of Rehoboam, and gather up the history of the kingdom of 
Israel, from the time of its separation from that of Judah. 
The reader wOl bear in mind that we are going over the aaroe 
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period of history as that which has occupied o«r attentiM 
from p. 103.] 

QUESTIONS. 

' ■ ■ J ■ 

VOm) succeeded Jehoahaz ? 

What happened to Judah while Jehoiakim was king? 
How did Jehoiakim treat the warnings of the prophets f 
Were the prophecies of Jeremiah fVilmled in his death t 
' 8y whom were the Jews carried awajr, and to what place ? ' 

I 

% 

THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL. 
I. Jeroboam. 

A. M. Mas. — B. C. 974. 

It will he remembered that all the king^ of Israel were 
wicked and idolatrous. Jeroboam the First established idola- 
try in Israel. To prevent the people from going up to 
Jeru^lem to worship, he set up two golden CBilviatf ooe at 
Bethel, and one at Dan. He cut off the prieals of tW &ird 
from executing therr office ; and in consequence, amy of 
them f<]fsook their possessions, and fled to Judidi and Jem- 
salem. He then appointed priests from the lomceaitoif die 
people ; he ordained feasts in imitation c^ thoae sit-JEwnia- 
lem, and went himself to burn incense to the gcdden calf at 
Bethel. A prophet of the Lord was sent to reprove iiita, and 
to foretel the destruction of idolatry by Josiah, 
actly fulfilled more than three hundred years af^rw^nda i 
a token thereof, he said that the altar wovld be immedi^ldy 
rent, and the ashes scattered. Enraged at these pi 



Jeroboam stretdied forth his hand to seize the .pn^pfaet^ loid 
immediately his hand was withered, and the altar n^l.^ At 
the prayer of the prophet his hand was restored. The king 
then offered him a reward, but the prophet refused to receive 
even the slightest refreshment, having been so conunanded 
of the Lord. As the prophet went home, he was laet by an 
old prophet who pretended to have received a conmiand of 
the Lord, and so seduced him into his house to eat bread. 
For this act of disobedience, the prophet, as he went on hii 
.way, was slain by a lion. The prophet who had seduced iwn, 
iieafihg of his death, fetched the corpse and bnried'ky 'greatly 
lamenting his death, and desh*ing to be buried beaideinm. 

Jeroboam still persisted in his wicked ways. * Hia ddest 

wn, Abijafa, being sick, Jeroboam sent his wife in ^ifcgiiiie to 

ihe prophet Ahijah, (the same who many yea^ befeire^^ere- 

-told Jeroboam's exaltation), to inquire whe<}i^r^Ai»^ child 



would recover. The pr<^b#t was iiiBtnicted u to the real 
character of his visitor, and also was directed to pronounce 
to her the sentence of God affainst the wicked house of Jero- 
hoam, every one of whom should be awfully cut off. The 
young prince alone, concerning whom she inqaired, should 
come to his grave in peace, and die lamented ; because that 
in him was fotmd some good thing towards the Lord God of 
Israel* As she entered the house the child died, according 
to the prophet's word. Jeroboam himself died about a year 
afterwards. 1 Kings xii. — xiv. 2 Chron. xiii. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the general charaeter ef the kings of Israel? 
Did Jeroboam promote the worship of the true God ? 
When he burnt incense at an idol's altar, what did a prophet testifv 
to him? 
' How did Jeroboam recaive the prophet's message? 

In what manner was it made evident that this prophet was sent by 

i. ■ .How was the prophet seduced to disobedience f 
. What was the conseqHence ? 

On what occasion did Jeroboam send his wife to the prophet 
Alujah? 
- ' HoW was she received ? 
- Were the prophet's words fulfilled? 

11. Nadiab* 

XM.9as«.— 9.€.aM. 

Madab had reigned aoone time with hia fiither Jeroboam, 
aacceeded him. His wicked career was very short. 
Saasha, of the tribe of Issachar, conspired against him and 
feleW hhn, and thus the house of Jeroboam was cut off, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord. 1 Kings xv. ?5 - 27. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who reigned after Jeroboam ? 

How was his short reign terminate ? 

III. Baasua. 

Baaaha having cut off Nadab, reigned in bis stead. (J( 
too reigned very wickedly ; and Hanani, the prophet of (Ik- 
LcNrd, -was aent to declare that like judgments should come 
upon his wicked house, as had fallen on the house of Jero- 
boam, tibe fion of Nebat. He reigned twenty-four year». 
I Kings XV. ^7— 34 ; xvi.. 1—7. 

G 2 
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IV. Elah. 

i. ¥ an.— B.C. ts. 

T:.: Mir:v<'.''<«c ';.i* ffciLer. In the second year of his 

^•. :.> wrt-iii;: Zmr. «.'•£ v •.im vhfle in a state of intoxi- 

i: ..:. Old ztif'T ufiir7e£ i:i« iLrooe. He also destroyed aU 

.-' -n^ £w ILii. iii: KU. of EifcftiLft. meet his death f 

V. Zixax. 



"v * .T? :c ~?.s T*:r-r*fr ■«■« siort- After seven days, 
•s V ■: T*:*- r: JV:-. :*«f npti's cf the host, as king, aiid 
. c» ^ r^a*i. Utf rri-il ^j:t. — Z:isri,in despair, set fire to 
'*...w^. aiu i'Afi Ji r:«; ~^£*i :?: it. 1 Kings xvi. 9 — 20, 

.u^ jtt Jlmrr. zm isviriwr -e^^ AZid ia vhat inuincr did he die f 

4. X Mr- — IL c. Mr. 
•rr- "Tf^s^mfc Ti^ I-sne* rw^Iw^ rears, aad was notorioas 
* v-snMii«!r». H: >^n^: tiw hdl of Samaria, and built 
:?t! w-.cy ^e rJ!i«^L wios w*f hencefbrth the metropolis 

VII. Asti^ 

I. >l. Jiii».~3. C. J-.IL 

V Kio ^ac^^^^i«^i J-» -Ji::«c v>JiLr., siitl even exceeded his 

:%.iivc ii V v:i:icift?:}5j. He laarri^fu Jezebel, and became a 

.u'.»»t*!«.J ♦criti)iput;c oc* Bital. With such countenance and 

, \aiiitJ»«^ .-!'? p^vyi*; btiCAitie v.vrrupc and idolatrous to a most 

1 1 .1* rrfi'^a uie oi:y of Jtfricas> was xvbuilc, notwithstand- 
- /ic Piviitaf prohibition. J^vjh. ti. 56 ; but. as was then 
. ; :rvi:cc^d, :iw builder low hi* eldest son in laying the foynda- 
oj. jiivi !ii'» youii^:esc in reccing up the gates. 
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"^ 



This ivicke<l reign is distingaished by the hisiory of the 
prophet Elijah, who was sent to Ahab to foreiel a severe 

drought and lamine. Having delivered this message, he Waf ^_ 
commanded by the Lord logo and hide himself by the broo^ H 
Cherith. There he was for a long time supplied by ravenri H 
who, according to the promise of God, daily brought him bread ■ 
and meat, and he drank of the brook. At length llie ^r''<>kil 
dried up, and ihtn he was directed to go to /arephath, a cf^^| 
of Sidon. where a poor widow woman was commanded UkH 
euBtain him. When he entered tlie city he saw the pom-^| 
»oman iii a state of the deepest poverty and distress, gathei^ ^| 
in^r a few sticks lo dress her last scanty meal for herself aitd ^M 
ler child ; and then expecting lo lie down and die. Thft ^| 
prophet asked her to give him a little water, which inurt^l 
then have been scarce and valuable. As she went to fetch jt^ H 
he farther requested her to give him a part of her meal, pvoi H 
mising Iier,on the word of the Lord God of Israel, that ho0|H 
stock Ehould be mlrnculously multiplied, until the I'QIqLiI 
should send rain on the earth. The woman believed ibm, I 
prophet's word, and complied with his request ; and the smalTfl 
quantity she at first possessed, scarcely sufficient for a singh. B 
menl, aHbrded an ample supply for herself, her child, atid tb4(fl 
prophet, as long as the famine lasted, fl 

During this time her son fell sick and died, but at ths H 
prayer of the prophet was restored to life. When the faminv H 
had lasted three years, Elijah was directed to go and sheir H 
himself to Ahab. The scarcity still prevailed to a dreadfi^M^ 
degree, and the wicked king ascribing it to the ii 
of the prophet, had sought for him in every dirf 
ing to take away his life. As Elijah went, he met a courtier 1 
of Ahab, named Obadiah, who, though in the service of Ahabi, ] 
was a good and holy man. When Jezebel, in her rage and fui^ ] 
tried to cut off all the prophets of the Lord, Obadiah cott? J 
cealed and protected a hundred of them, and supplied theitf^ 
with food. Elijah sent word by Obadiah that he was ^l 
Samaria. Obadiah feared to deliver the message, lest Ab^' 1 
shoidd suspect bim of concealing Elijali, and put him to d^ira^ 
in his stead, but Elijah said he would certainly present hiitp^ 
self before Abab. He did so, and boldly told the king th'^V 
all the present distress was occasioned by his idolatry a'i^^ 
wickedness ; and he iusi:>ted on having all the priests ot Bur^ 
to meet him on Mount Carmel, and the peopled assemhleaji 
to witness a solemn trial and appeal to the true God. AcCoft&W 
ingly, four hundred and fifty priests of Baal came: a buHra^T 



a 



What happened in the reign of JHlioahnK 1 ,.^^ 

Wbeu dt^UveniQce waa granted to liim from llie Syrlmis, didUu 
mercy lead liini lo tepentaocef 

XII. JoASH {or Jhhoasb.) 

A. M JHU.— B. C- 839, 

Shortly after llie accession nf Joaali to the entire govern- 
ment of Israel, the prophet Eliaha died. During his illDesste 
was visited by Joash. The prophet directed the king lo take 
some arrows and smite upon the ground ; he did so thrice, Iwd 
then stayed. The prophet reproved him for not persevenng, 
and told him that this was an emhlem of the overthrow of 
the Syrianri, which would have been complete but for bis 
half- hear ted ness. The prophet soon after died, and was 
greatly lamented, and honourably buried. Some time afier- 
wards a man being buried in his sepulchre, revived. 

According to the prediction of EJisha, Joash obtained three 
victories over the Syrians, and then stayed. 

After this, Amaziah, king of Judah, rashly challenged 

Joash, and was put to the worse before him, with considerable 

loss, (p. 115.) Joasli then returned to Samaria, where be 

Boon afterwards died, having reigned sixteen years. £ Kings 

- xiii. 10—2-5; xiv. 1—16. 



What took place in the reign of Joash! 

How did the ilying prophet foTBtel lie overtlirow of the Syi 

Waa the conquest of Syria aomplete '. 

What happened iii tlie grave of liliahaf 

' Xlll. Jeroboam. 



« 



Joash was succeeded by Ills son, Jeroboam, the second of 
that name, and who followed the example of the former Jero- 
boam in idolatry and wickedness. He was, however, per- 
I tnitted to work some deliverances for Israel, according to a 
prediction of the prophet Jonah. He reigned forty-one 
[ years. 2 Kings xiv. 16—29. After the death of Jeroboam, 
I .die nation was for three years in a state of civil war. . 

I XIV. After this, Zechariah, a son of Jeroboam, reigned 
ix months, but reigning 01, was slain by Shailiim, Thus 
I ended the race of Jehu. 

XV. Shallum reigned one month, and was shiin by Me- 

' XVI. Menahem reigned ten years : during his reign the 
land of Israel was made tributary to Assyria. 



XVII. Pekahiah, his son, reigned two yenrs, anj w 
by one of his captains, Darned Pekah. 

XVIII. Pekah went up against Judah with Rezi 



, kins. 



which was taken after 
tmtnediately carried away i 
Israel ceased to be a natioi 
as the promises of God, . 
appointed time. Judah i 



of Syria, but they did not prevail. Reziu was slain by the 
Assyrians, and Pekah by Hoshea, who succeeded him. 
(p, il7.) 2 Kings XV. xvi. 

XIX. In the reign of Hoshea, Israel again became tribu- 
tary to Assyria; but afterwards Hoshea revolted against 
Assyria, and entered into alliance with Egypt. Shalmaneser, 
king of Assyria, immediately led his army gainst Samaria, 
of three yearg. The people were 
o captivity, and, from that time. 
Thus the threateninirs as well 
B surely accomplished in their 
i preserved a few years longer, 
until that people also had filled up the measure of their ini- 
quitiea. S Kings xvii.xviii. I — IS. The captivity of Israel 
n the reign ofHezekiah, king of Judah. 



Vhat WBH Ibf character of the aecond Jeroboam ? 

Did ha work any deliverances for Israel? 
^yTl«l prophet had foretold tllcni ? 
I fcfrhitt happened after the death of Jeroboam ? 

"Who was Zecharinh, and haw long did he reign ? 

How did Shullum ubtuin the crown of Israel : 
' Hoff did lie lose it? 

What h^peaed in the taiga of Mcnahem ? 

Who aiicceedeci Menalieiii ? 

By whom was Pekahiah itlain ? 
■ In what enterprise did Pekah join with Rezin, king uf Syrii 
, What was the result ? 
J What happened in the raign of Hoshea? 
A We^a there any inoce kings of Israel ? 
'"wiia reigned in Judah whei ' 

f the prophets not particularly mentioned in the i 
i biatAry, Joel and Zephaniah prophesied in Juda 
: the time of Isaiah; and Zephaniah with, t 
e, Jeremiah. 

)sea and Amos prophesied in Israel ; they were coniem- 

y with Isaiah, but Amos did not live so long. Micah 

1 with Isaiah mid Amos : his prophecies belonji to both 

hand Israel ; Nahum, in Judah, in the reign of Hezekiah : 

(■foretold the ruin of Nineveh, 

Obadiah and Haliakkuk were conlemporary with Jeremiah 

__d£iekiel; they foretell the ruin of the enemies of Israel, 

HMbich Nebuchadnezzar I'ulliUcd. 



IS carried in 



jtbi^ift Uie king's favour j and perceiving hi* i^axt v^ltof/gi | 
I Ifhe ciiiFrjprise^ ihey aasured him of success. But jebq^ii- ■ 

^hat wajf not Batisficd witli the integrity of tliese nwV'fHl ; 

'Inq^uireil for another, a prophet of the LorU. Alnb^n^ 

Whictiintly introduced Micaiab, whom he said he hiiwdiibfr- 
iause he had often testified evil against him. Alicaiab pnr 
JEcCed the failure of the enterprise, and the death of Ahab# 
It. On tliis, Zedekiah, one of the taUe prophets, smote aai 
Ireproadicd Micaiah. and the king ordered him to be k^ 
fa) prison litl he should return in peace. But Micaiah, in the 
presence of all the people, appealed to the event to atlest.bie 
prophetical veracity : " If thou come at all in peace, then 
the Lord hath not spoken by me." In order to screen hip- 
•elf from observation, the king of Israel went in disguise^ to 
the battle. He however fell, according to ihc words o(})ae 
prophet, and his blood was licked from the chariot by ^ 
dogs in Samaria, where aUo he was buried. I Kings. XV). 
S9,— xxii. 2 Chron. xviii. 



Who succeeded Omri ? 
Wliat was his wife's name and character 1 
What city was preBumptnoUBly rebuilt in this reign? 
Wliatdittinginihcd prophet appeared in Israel? " -■■'' 

)Ii)w was Klij'^ provided for when h«-hidtumiieIffirBUAW>l' i'^ 
' Where did he go when he left the linmkChorith! - ..'i «»« 

Wliat particulars have we uf the widow of Zarephath! . .'. , ,, , ^ 
WliHt Was the cliaracler of Obodiali ? , ..,,^,^0 

What took place between Klijah and the prophets of Baal ? ^ 
Wiiut wus Elijah's itete of miud wLon he fled ftoln JcK^berf I™"* 
How was he encouraged? .1 l-nt 

lion long did Ehiah remain in Mount Horeb? 
WliHl particular deliverance was granted to Ahab ? 
What eriine did Ahab commit towards Naboth? 
What happened when he got possession of Nahotli's viuejard I 
Wliat did Elijah foretei; 
Who advised Abab to go agnioat the Syrians? 
Whs advised htm not to go ? 

Vm. Ahaziaii. 



Ahab was succeeded by his son Ahaziah, who followed the 
evil example of his wicked parents. During his short r«ign 
the Moabites rebelled against Israel. In the second year, of 
his reign, the king fell through a lattice, and being serioiisly 
injured, sent his servants 10 htquire uf Oaal-zebuh, god (tfi. 
Ekron, whether he should recover. Elijah the prophet oame 
, forth to meet the messengers, and told them that the kil^n 
L,iroutd 'iHej' at the same time reproaching [)im for aeglectiniy 



i>i« God of Israel, and seeking afler the Tatse gods oT (1 
heathen. The wicked king, enraged at this meBsage, i 
captain and fifty men to seize the prophet ; but fire 
down from heaven and consumed them. A second captaui'l 
and (ifiy men shared tfie like fate; but the third captaa ' 
currvinced hon hopeless a thing it nas to resist God, implor 
mercy fof himself and his company, and Elijah was th 
directed to accompany them to the ciiy. He did so, and 
the king's presence repeated the denunciation ol' liis dea' 
which took place accordingly. Ahaziah reigned two yea 
l> KtngBKXii. 51— 53. 2 Kings i. 



What was the result oftlie battle? 
Who succeeded Ahabon the throne? 
What was the occasion ofAhaziah's death? 
Ill wlial manner did he act during hia illiies; 
What nieesage did the prophet Elijah send ti 
Vfhat befell those whom Ahaziali sent to sei 
^^ere his woids fulfilled? 

IX. jEflOBAM. 



Ahaciah having no son, was succeeded by his brothn 
Jehoram. About the time of his accession, the prophet Elij" 
was miraculously conveyed lo heaven in a cliariot of fii 
his prophetic mantle descending on his servant Jilisha, a 
confirmation of his appointment to succeed him in the pi 
phetical office, and also as a token that his prayer was granti 
and that a double portion of the spirit of Elijah should r 
upon him. Having witnessed the ascent of his master, Elisltiti] 
returned to the schools of the prophets at Jericho. 
way thither he smote the waters of the river Jordan with t 
mantle, and called upon the Lord God of Elijah, an 
waters parted asunder, as they had before done for £ 
and he passed over. This was the hegiuniiig of a long seril 
of miracles nhich this prophet was permitted lo work, ti 
play the glory of the true God. At Jericho, the inhab 
complained that though their city was pleasant, the watent"! 
were unwholeHome, and the ground, in consequence, harreii 
Elisha cast salt into the spring, and in the name of tt 
healed the waiers. 

On leaving Jericho, and going up to Bethel, Elisha w^ 
mocked by the children of the place, who, in conteraptuoi^ 
alluMon to the ascent of Elijah, said to him, " Go iip, ih« 
bald-head— go up, thou bald-head." Two she-beara c 
out of the woods and tare forty and two of these children,-^ 



«n awful wamini; &i;^itiat (he Bin of re]>roaching and reviU^ 
'wnj — especially those who are tllBtinguished as the anvaM 
ofGod. 

In consequence of the rebellion of Moab a^inst larad^ 
Jehoram invited ihe aid of Jehoahaphat, the king af Jndali, 
and they went together to tight gainst Moab, (p.l 18.) Thef 
were distressed for ivant of water, but Elisha enc(iiia«d 
ihem to expect deliverance, and directed the pet^le avdig 
trenches. They did so, and abundance of water u>aa gins 
them without any sound of rain. At the eame time, ibe Mod^ 
ftcB were caused to hear a sound, which so deceived tbeia, 
'that they concluded that Judah and Israel had smitten one 
~ Uioiher, and that they had nothing to do but gather the spoil 
They therefore rushed heedlessly into the camp of Israel, 
and were smitten with a great slauj^hter, the Israelites par- 
^uing them even to their own land. 

We hove here several interesting miracles vrrought by the 
prophet Elisha : — the multiplying the oil of a poor prophet's 
widow, for the payment of tier debts, and the mainteaance of 
ber family; the gift of B son to the hospitable Shtitianute, 
"snd the raising of this child from the dead. ; the detection ef 
poisonons herbs in pottage, in the tiraeof famine, and beaQog 
[ It by casting in meal ; and the satisfying n hundred men with 
'' a small quantity of bread. We have nest the cure of Naxnmn, 
' a -Syrian general, who was a *leper. By means of a little 
' oaprive maid in his family, Naaman heard of the fanie^f 
Elisha, and went to the land of Israel to be healed by him. 
'The prophet directed him to go and wash seven times in 
^ Jordan. At first he scorned this simple direction ; butaA^r- 
, ,»ards was persuaded to obey the prophcc'a word, and was 
perfectly and miraculously healed. Thus convinced of the 
' power of Israel's God, he resolved henceforth to worship 
I' Hira. Naaman urged ont he prophet to accept a rich and 
liberal expression of his gratitude, but the prophet steadftally 
J "declined it. Gehazi, the prophet's servant, aware of this, 
ran after Naaman, and by false pretences- obtained of Intn 
' two 'talents of silver, and two changes of raiment. On. his 
"'return Elisha challenged him with the transaction, and- on 
J&is adding to his former guilt thatof talsehood, he was imme- 
diately struck with an incurable • leprosy. Anothef of 
""Elisha's miracles was Wrought in behalf of the Sons of the 
'" prophets. They were felling wood on the banks of Jordan, 
J! in order to enlarge their dwelling, when one of them drop^d 
hn axe head irtto the water. He was greatly distressed, 
eapecially a^ the article was borrowed, Eiish a directed fcim 



ta cut a eiick and cast ii in. He did eo, and iiumediacely [he 
iiOB rose to the surface^ and was recovered. It is n t;r<.-ai 
that our mean affairs are nol beaeaili 
; and all-poiverful God. He tsupcr- 
ansea all to work for good for ibtm 



intends tlient all, and ci 

that love and serve Him 

Bliaha'a next miracle 



of public im|)ortance, Therr 



a Syria and Israel, and all the secret counsels 
of the king of Syria being mimculoiisly made known to Klisha, 
he iaformed the king of Israel, and so defeated the plans of 
Si^a. The king of Syria charged hia servants with trea- 
chery, bnt was assured that Elisha the prophet informed (he 
king of Israel the words that he spake in his most secret 
retreatB. The king of Syria, tlierefore, sent an army to 
smround the cily, and seize the prophet. The prophet's 
servant beheld with dismay these hostile approaches; but, at 
the prophet's prayer, he was enabled to discern an angelic 
guard sVirrounding them, far more numerous and powerful 
than ail their foes. In like manner the Syrians were struck 
ivith blindness, and suffered themselves to be led into the 
heart of Samaria. Their sight was then restored. The king 
of Israel was about to smite them, but, at the suggestion of 
the prophet, he dismissed them peaceably, and no further 
attempts were, at that time, made by Syria against Israel. 
. gome years afterwards there was again war between Syria 
iiand Israel, Benhadad, with al! his host, besieged Samaria, 
.Land in consequence a grievous famine and severe tiistress 
i^revailed. The king of Israel, driven to despair rather than 
penitence, vowed vengeance against Elisha, whom he regarded 
as the author of the calamity, and sent messengers to lake 
him. Elisha foretold that on the very next day there would 
be abundance of food. One of the lords of the court un- 
believingly derided the prophet, but was assured that the 
plenty certainly should occur, and that he should behold, but 
not partake of it. Accordingly, that very night, four''lepriiua 
men, sitting at the gate of the city, (which, on account of 
their disease, they dared not enter,) and nearly famishing for 
want of food, resolved to go into the camp of the Syrians, 
under the possibility that their byes might be spared, and 
their wants supplied. On entering the camp they found it 
deserted, for the Lord had caused the Syrians lo hfar a noise 
of horses and cliariots, at which they fled in dismay, leaving 
behind them all kinds of ireasures. The lepera hastened to 
the city, and gave notice of what they had seen; and the spoil 
being taken possession of, proviiiana were as abun^tuit and 



™=r«,,om,rf her Iwd. and ft„i,. byoSiaS [■ 

Lrrr'™t °' '"i"?™- ■■»"< >■" «" ^.s. S 

from Oehui, the prophets servant. ^^ 

During this fambt, Benhadail, kins of Syria l.^m ■ i 

«i.t to inquire or Eli.ha ,l,e prophet the issue of hL%£' 

Elwha replied, iliac his doeue was not in itself m™.?.! u ; 

.b.. i„. .o,.id »„.»„ di.. H. .,.„, .i,b'gSs^ii' 

told 1(1 1 [tizael. the mesaenper, the atrocities of whirfi h« 
wohU ihorily be guilty. Hawel indignantly replied "h 
thy servant n dog. timt he should do these thinga »" ' Be 
however, very speedily fulfilled ihem. The kingofSwi^ 
dicil. and Hiiael reigned in \m stead, and ijroved as oppSs- 
»ivc siwl cruel a the prophet had represenieij. U'e toew 
now not what we should do in other circumstances or sta- 
tions, but it becomes us always to be humble and contented 
sDil pray for grscc to do our duly in that wherein God has 
been pleased to place us. 

About (his lime Elisha sent one of the sans of the propfieis 
to anoint Jehu kingon«rael,snd as executioner of the DiTine 
(hreatrniiifpj^iast the bouse of .Ahah. Jehu was a man of am- 
bitious, tnrliulenf, rereogef'll, anil ostentatious spirit, and be 
went forlh on his awfiil commisBion without reluctance. 

Jeliornm. kina of Israel, was sick at Jexreel. having been 
wotuided by the Syrinni, and Ahazioh, king of Judah, was 
visiting him there. On hearing of Jehu's approach they went 
fiTih 10 meet him. ud wer« both slain, (p. 114.) Mioa^ 
wss carried to Jerusalem and buried, but Jehoraw tvas.uat 
to the doji in the vineyard of Naboih, as Elijah had declared. 
A like faie oterlook Jesebel. She iras thrown from a palace 
I window in Jeif«l. wd ilcvoured by dogs. 2 Kings ii.— ix. 



Was AtistWinitwirfeilit^'on; 

Wlial f«i»ark«_l*^**«"w«'»*« «""^ "'"'"' ''"' 

VU^ mifcie WWW** 'i'f'^'^l, . ^„, . „ 



«,!/ '-^^^M 



Bcnr wm iui Shdnamite rewud^ Vao W beeA liind .tv'Elul^'r 
vftW Wwr miiwdM ««Te wtvnetit by Sfithft in tK timer bf n^ 

-■4>f *W'aM« vai Gdian-gulkyt 

i^fl«K ^M be pufiUed ! 

,^ffiltktjnn«el« pa» wtwglit fiv theaoni of tlie oropheti at Jordinl 

«!^^L i^ffqw did EUiha feodei tha king of laisel sgaiiut ^ 

^&iiAftt>teetei bataldt eaefaieiT 

■^—-'' '- -*- "— ' —'- lAo came to tike EliahB ? 



I neditt the Mtinn of vbnKf 



i(M«]ui3rord«.«cetnimiiibedI 

l^wtrered And made kiwim Ae fliiglit of ttie afofoi annx* 

t be^ tliA TmlK£eTiiig tordt 



-,. „ . jnlKferiiig 
' .na(i~inMHUaeI? . ... 

'"Wfia^'did E&ha uy to Hazael f 
"=0M^bMqDent erehW verify the pTopbefe woidi I 
. ''"Wlilt tri^ aacliitad to wecead Jebonm at Hog of Imwl ! 
'iHowi.^' Jctnmm meet hii de«llit 

A.>l.llM.-BrC.<M. 

^ Jehu having slain Jeligrun and Jexebel, cauied tlie re< 
maining EGventy sons of Ahab, and all ihe priests ofSaal, to 
Ve. slain. He also daitrojed the bouse and image of Baal, 
aod obiiiined for himself the crown of Israel. His character 
was evil, though he had been employed to effect the purpoies 
^ God. He reigned tweiity-eigbt years, and the throne waa 
ftl^blisbed to his &nuly. for fowr generations. 2 Kings ix. x. 



'■'Vnat^paitiCulBTTengMftCOdid JehtiC»aUe?. ■ ■ r ' m 

J'Wfiat-wM-iehufa-chBMotert.- ■ ..- ■-.i-...;. -■ I ■-:. -...„ 

.!>What.liHliaie<>f.JsMbeU - . ■' .-.,:' :.,..... ■ ,^- 

Xl, JjIHOAHAZ. ' ' 

' A. u. snB.-B. c'g^.' '■ ■■"'■■■' 

In.tbe reign of Jehoahai, who Sncceeded his father Jelin, 
the Syrians oppressed Israel, and J^hoahas befonght fthe 
Iwirj, «nd obtain<^d relief. JehoafaaB, howeTer, waa a wiched 
man, and persisted in his evil courses. He died after a 
reign of seventeen ^earsi atid w«4 iiuboi^^i'tiY his ii6n, 
Joash, who had already reigned s^rAellip*"' ""'■*' ' 

with him, 2 KW" .*'''-. l("^(i.;«:t':rj^toj'5 



iBi IBEOBOAir; 

QVEirriOMB. -i '^ -'"'■ 

What happened in the reign of Jehoahaz ? 

When deiiyeraace was granted to him ftom the SyrlaoB, did the 
mercy lead him to repentance? 

XII. JOASH (or JSHOASH.) 
A. M. 3165.—B. C. 8». * 

Shortly after the accession of Joash to the entire gpvenir 
ment of Israel, the prophet Elisha died. During his illness hs 
was visited by Joash. The prophet directed the king to teke 
some arrows and smite upon the ground ; he did so thrice, Ifoij, 
then stayed. The prophet reproved him for not persevehiig^ 
and told him that this was an emblem of the overthrow of 
the Syrians, which would have been complete but lodc' Itis 
half-hear tedness. The prophet soon after died, and. .¥^;^! 
greatly lamented, and honourably buried. Some timeisik^- 
wards a man being buried in his sepulchre, revived. 

According to the prediction of Elisha, Joash obtained thir^. 
victories over the Syrians, and then stayed. 

After this, Amaziah, king of Judah, rashly challenged 
Joash, and was put to the worse before him, with consideraple 
loss, (p. 115.) Joash then returned to Samaria, where he 
soon afterwards died, having reigned sixteen years. St Kings 
xiii. 10—25; xiv. 1 — 16. 

QUESTIONS. 

What took place in the reign of Joash ? . • r ? • 

How did the dying prophet foretel the overthrow of the Syiiaaif 
Was the conquest of Syria complete ? 
What happened in the grt^ve of Elisha ? 

' XIII. J£R0B0AM. -'' 

A. M. 9479.-^B. C. SM. • '- 

Joash was succeeded by his son, Jeroboam, the second of 
that name, and who followed the example of the former Jero- 
boam in idolatry and wickedness. He was, however, per- 
mitted to work some deliverances for Israel, accof^Kng' to a 
prediction of the prophet Jonah. He reigned forty<K>ne 
years. 2 Kings xiv. 16— 29. Afler thedeath of Jeroboa(m, 
.the nation was for three years in a state of civil war. -. ; 
. XIV. After this, Zechariah, a son of Jeroboam, re^ne4 
six months, but reigning ill, was slain by Shallunb,' * Thn^ 
ended the race of Jehu. 

XV. Sballum reigned one month, and was slain by Me^ 
nahem« 

XVI. Menahem reigned ten years : during his i'eign the 
land of Israel was made tributary to Assyria* • ■••^- .• ' > 
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XVII. Pekahiah, his son, reigned.two years, and was slain 
by one of his captains, named' Pekah. 
' KYIIL .Pekah went up against Judah with Rezin, king 
of Syria, but they did not prevail. Retin was slain by the 
Assyrians, and Pekah by Hoshea, who succeeded him. 
(p. 117.) t Kings XV. zvi. 

XIX. In the reign of Hoshea, Israel again became tribu* 
tary to Assyria ; but aAerwards Hoshea revolted against 
Ateyiria, and entered into alliance with Egypt. Shalmaneser, 
kibg of Assyria, immediately led his army against Samaria, 
which was taken afVer a siege of three years. The people were 
immediately carried away into captivity, and, from that time, 
Israerqeased to be a nation. Thus the threatenings as well 
aS' the promises of God, are surely accomplished in their 
afipointed time« Judah was preserved a few years longer, 
until that people also had filled tip the measure of their ini-^ 
quities. 2 Kings xvii. xviiu 1 — 12. The captivity of Israel 
happened in the reign of Hezekiah, king of Judah. 

QtJESTIOtfS. 

What was the character of the second Jeroboam ? 
Did he work any deliverances for Israel? 
'What prophet had foretold them ? 
tVhat nappened after the deadi of Jeroboam ? 
Who was Zechariab, and how long did he re^n ? 
How did Shallum obtain the crown of Israel f 
How did be lose it? 

What happened in the reign of Menahem ? 
Who succeeded Menahem ? 
By whom was Pekabiah slain? 

In what enterprise did Pekah join with Rezin, king of Syria ? 
. What was the result? 
What happened in the reign of Hoshea? 
Were there any more kings of Israel ? 
Who reigned in Judah wbea Israel was carried into captivity ? 

Of the prophets not particularly mentioned in the course of 
the history, Joel and Zephaniah prophesied in Judah ; Joel, 
about the time of Isaiah; and Zephaniah with, or rather 
befoT«) Jeremiah. 

Hosea and Amos prophesied in Israel ; they were contem- 

Krary with Isaiah, but Amos did not live so long. Mieah 
«d with Isaiah and Amos : his prophecies belong to both 
Judah and Israel ; Nahum, in Judah, in the reign of Hessekiah : 
heibretold the ruin of Nineveh. 

Obadiah and Habakkuk were contemporary with Jeremiah 
aiid<Saekiel ; they foretell the ruin of the enemies of Israel, 
which Nebuchadnezzar fulfilled. 



n- !loiwI),<tbe propliet, wu aiwtive of Oath^frpber, in G^k. 
tie i« auppos«U to have iiTophesieil to the ten tribes of Isrssi; 
fuly tu tlie ri^n of JeuoahaE, (or some think in ihe reign 
of lilt second Ji-roboani.) He foretold the enlatfjemeht of 
tlio coasts of Israel, wliich took place in therejgn of JecoboBm, 
X Kings xiv. 23. 

But tlie book tliai beara his name, and which is nimoxt 
wlioJIj hiaturical, lefates only to his mission to Nineveh, aod 
fccords some singular events connected with it. 

Nineveh was tbe capital of tlie Assyrian empire. Tbe 
«iokednea$ of the place had risen to im enormous pitch, ami 
God commanded Jonah to go and testify against it. Jofadbi 
tliougli on the whole a good man, was of a perverse, timH-, 
tad «ellish spirit, and he shrunk from the enterprise, either 
Jearing for his own safety in so wicked a city, or for Ms 
ctedit in case the judgmcnia threatened should be mvemd 
by penitence. He, therefore, Ited froin his commissien, and 
went in an opposite direction, intending to go by ship to 
Tarshish, But adreadful storm arose, and the sailors finding 
sll attempts to manage the ship quite useless, cried every 
man to his god. But Jonah, the only man among them nho 
knew the true God, and for whose disnbedience the stocni 
visited them, was last asleep.— What an instance of the potrcr 
of sin to siupify the conscience ! 

The storm continuing to rage witli unusual fury, iliey 
concluded there must be some guilty individtuil on board, 
for whose take the tempest pursued them, I'his as atrikingty 
shews the power of conscience, even in the most tgonrani. 
There is a feeling in the human mind that sin deserves 
punishment, and that there is a God of justice who sees, and 
who will reckon for it in some way or other. 

They drew lots to find the guilty person, and the lot fell 
upon Jonah. Jonah immediately confessed himself the cause 
of the calamity ; and the sailors, after striving in vain lo 
contend with the storm, and piaying that they might not be 
diarged with ihe life they so reluctantly sacrificed, threw 
him overboard, and immediately the tempest ceased. But 
^e Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah, and 
in that situation he was preserved alive ihrie days and three 
nights. There he deeply humbled himself in the sight of 
God, confessed his guilt, and pleaded fof niercy. The fish 
then cast faim on shore, and again he was commanded to go 
-to Nineveh. 



' He irenty and prodaamed in the j^^eeU,^* Yet forty days 
and NineTeh shaU^ W^^vSMJtft^^.^ thh king and people 
^AR0>llfef^ikv^4liMfaadkihMd#JMd^ lMMibtkia&^%h«j^'teMMF to 
8Mal^«fait>ir iidi friiyeriVi^lftdffegaook tlf«ir4««M wnyiii 
tni;^ pieaKdto.iedk'iAi^tf tbiM'fci «iMfcy/teMl 

.grt!Miniftft%>riita^ tiie<p^eml^>pi«pl(««^ WInI tlMil^ 
aia.own ecedit would be injured by it ; and be- eteii iviMmd 
^IbMlBt^ iMiff him fenaer ^iliBebciiileMeei audft^ hiii p^es^nt 
fajJyflWKni tdEhit.43ddiiiondegceBdtd ttf ffMHoa i^^b-himi'iatid 
to matmct him;i>|t3M> tfwnblew; -^Aa Jonabvatinth^aebV^i^' 
JMlimitoil4H»vrAiliaat# "PBanj^ npaad sbdtetfed bkb^^With 
mfcl|tfd9if( igMi«)yi«ettgbied^.: iBHtatRMg^^ 
ui^MK qtuUf^ifSf^rd^^ndym the aaoniing it^Nia itMered 
•IJuide^ldhfe'?^ Jaaak/ninaireteeedin^ly 'diitffaaifM;-^ Ott 
4§lll^.{i0cd-rBMfton^ ivM khB^iUiac if-ba iteteau^itisifdMi^ 
ipp -Ar 9afi[#i(:)pImt»iiiiYwhkfar.he had- bm»weA M lHl^m' 
iMPM9o*'^tlki<teiyetoJWtdaaof 3o^ tb^^fM^y'df 

JflhJJMIidM^ He hai eveaiedt fOAah; v^ 

.iftlbnahfl^piiMd'lahaviBliwir- ' ■^■'' '■'^''' ^ --' 
.«pg[H|hwft*efi|oenuaa 'braelf'f 

What danger pimued hjm as he ^htt v* - - - 

,M|afennaKdfaMirWUblii«^ciMie^^ '-'•--' ' u'.-:-^.t.- 

iy nwaaa itoBW anf i lo y td iiMPhiayawrratlNif' - 

»if» tat Niaeiehi. -.■■■-;-•? ■..-•. ■■; -y^- - ^---i 

HoVW^h&p^tnhiTiei^^ ^ '' '. ^^' " "'^ ' 

[l^St vA "iii^ Sne ..;.»*-!<>•/-»''■'• •^'•' *■'■' * ''^" "■-'"' •■■'■* 
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p.l21.) On his death his son, Jehoiachin, became kinff (Mlift (>^ 
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In whose reign did the captivity c< 

By what king was Jiides conquereil, Euid JeruEalein dentioyed 

Wltither were the captive* cartied ? 

What dlBtinguished prophet was Bmong the nlptivu canied away 

with Jehoiakini 1 
When Jehoiakim waa carried away, who siiccu'eded hini ? 
'Whnt prophet chiefly forelold the destruction of Jenwalem 
' thrmighotrt the reign of Zedekidh ? 
TllTiHt eflect was produced by his reproofs ! 
What became of the king and his family? 
Wlio goTBTiied Judea after Zedekiali ? 

What became of tlio Jews wlio remaJDcd aiter the copdvityt , 
WTiat nations beside Judea were puiiialied by Nebucuadnez " 



II. The C, 



—Events . 



' Babyli 



1 lAinong the earlieat captives carried away iii the reign ot' 
iehoiakim were four young princes of Judah. Daniel (whom 
in Babylon they called Belteshazzar), and his three compa- 
nioiiB Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, (to whom were given 
tlie names of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.) These 
yotitha were tajien into the palace and educated, in order to 
tbeir being employed in the kind's service ; a daily portion 
of food was sent them from the king's [Able; but with theae 
kixuries there was generally some mixture of idolatry, to 
Ikraid which these noble youths forbore to partake of them, 
d begged to be permitted tn feed on the simplest diet, puUe 
r; and God so blessed their pious self-denial, that 
, bey throve more en this food than all those who partook of 
nfte royal dainties. They applied themselves diligently to 
' idy, andmade such attainments that they wete reckoned 
taaag the 'magicians or wise men ; and in this character 
'e soon called into notice. The king Nebu<d)ad- 
ad a dream, which, though he could not even recol< 
larticniars, gave him great uneasiness of mind. He 
r all his wise men, who pretended to judge of future 
ret events by the stars, and by other superstiuoul 
I, bnt not one of them could satisfy the king, there- 
s he ordered them all to he stain. Daniel, on hearing of 
1, joined hia companions in prayer to God, and to them 
Was given a knowledge of the * mystery; the dream was pro- 
phetical, and foretold the destinies of the empires thea exist- 
ing, and also the kingdom of the Messiah, wbich should 
_ OBtlivc them all. The king was aatisfied with the expiana- 
1, and, struck with the knowledge which God had given 
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to his servantt, he promoted Daniel to a place of great 
authority in the government, and also his companions under 
him. 

Some time afterwards, Nebuchadneasar set up a golden 
image on the plain of Dura, and commanded all his pedple to 
worship it, declaring that if any failed to comply, they should 
be cast into a burning fiery furnace. Daniel seems to have 
been absent at this time, but his three companions declared 
that they dared not worship an idol for the fear of man, hiow- 
eyer great. The king tried to persuade them, and said, tfaercr 
was no god that could deliver out of his hand ; but the ^tyqi^ 
men were unmoved by his threats and persuasions, and sara, 
the God they trusted was able to deliver them ; and whaftever 
might be the residt, they would not disobey His comm«id<> 
ments : the king then commanded them to be cast bound into 
a furnace, heated seven times hotter than usual. So inteiMe'^ 
was the heat that it slew the men who threw them in; bvit thto' 
fire had no power on them; they were seen walking mdittrt' 
in the midst of the flames ; only their fetters were canstHfl^iedl 
This great deliverance so impressed the mind of th« kin^-^ 
with a sense of the power and greatness of the GrodoflsMe^' 
that he forbade his servants » on pain of -death, to 'ip^k 
against a God who could thus deliver. " • ' 

But these convictions did not cure the king of his ptidkt 
v^n-gldry, and oppression. Some, years afterMpards W' 
had another dream, which he related to Daniel, and receivM' 
fcom him the interpretation. His own circumstances wttlfe'''; 
represented as a flourishing tree, against which iEi de<^-' 
went forth to hew it down; and himself, as being aenteorc^^ 
for his pride, to be deprived of reason, and degraded to 11' 
level with the brutes. Daniel earnestly exhorted the \lbg 
to improve the season granted him for riepentahce-'; bat no - 
good effects were produced ; and a year afterwards, as tte 
haughty king walked in his palace, and said " la not thfis 
great Babylon that I have built for the house of the kingdodi 
by the might of my power, and for the glory of 'my'' 

. majesty?" at that very moment the decree was executed; 
He went from the habitations of man, and dwelt and fed 
with brutes for seven years. After that his reason -wa^ 
restored to him, and he humbly acknowledged the doteiiiidt^ 
of God, and his wise and gracious dealings with- the children. ; 
of -men. . , .n 

Nebuchadnezzar died about a year after thiis. ■He.witt'i 
Buoceeded by his son Evil-mevodach, who released Jehoia-^,' 

kiin, kmg of Jtidah^ after- thitty-«eN«ii ^««Lt%vv^ci^vteiGRale^; ' 
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and treated liJm kindly oil the rest of liis days. See Jer. UU, 
31—33. 2 Khigs XXV. 27—30. 

In the rergn of Belsbazzar, the grandson of Nebi 
aeazar, Daniel had a dream or vision, which, under the (igui _ 
of four heasts, shevred the four great monarchies that rcignedi 
or should reign in the earth ; the Assyrian, the Pershi "" 
^e Grecian, and the Roman empires. It also signifii 
the speedy downfall of Babylon. Dan. vii. 

Belshazzar was a profane and wicked king. He wi 
very unsuccessful in his government, and ^ave great diat 
lisfaction lo his subjecls. At this time he tvaa at wa#, 
"ith the Medes and Persians ; and Cyrus, the Persian geueriUp 
Has besieging the city; but the king and people were very* 
. secure, datteriog themselves that they had resources nithnA^ 
, ihe.city that would eitahle them to sustain any lenj^th 
siege; and according to all human probability, they ii)igli] 
l«ivs held out a very long time, but Cyrus formed a ph 
to. draw off the waters of^the Euphrates, the great rji 
of. Babylon, and fixed on the nigbt of a great festival 
the fittest time for his enterprise, when the people mif 
be-Off their guard. 

;.At. this feaat tlie king and his nobles drank to excess, 
in profane mirth, called for the sacred vessels which Nel 
cbadoezzar had brought out of the Jewish temple, that 

rotght drink out of them to the honour of their idols, 

10. shew their contempt of Jehovah. While ihey were tbi#9 
profanely engaged, there appeared the fingers of a maiAAl 
hand, which wrote on the wall. The king could not re^tf 
the writing, yet was greatly alarmed at what he s 
kiieea smote togeiher, and the joints of his li 
kioeed with terror. He anxiously sought an exph 
the, writing, which Daniel, the prophet, was enabled to givtf*' 
hipj. It was the sentence of his own doom ! the Goi4'-< 
H'hom he had hlaspheraed, decreed that his kingdom and his ' 
life should betaken from him, and that very night Cyrtw ^ 
e&ectcd his entrance into the city, surprised the palace, and'i 
slew, the king. 

This was the terminationof the Chaldean, Assyrian, orBah^ 
Ionian empire. It now passed into the hands of Darius 
Me^Ci uncle and father-in-law to Cyrus. Three president!'^ 
wcreappointed to govern Babylott, of whom Daniel was chieT.''^ 
He was highly esteemed by the king for his wisdom ancTli' 
(ideltty, but those around him were envious, and amigfit 
to do. him aa injury. They watclted narrowly, if they coul" 
detect any impropriety in Daniel's management of af" ' 
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but he was so faithful and prudent that they despaired of 
finding fault in him, unless it were in the matter of ' hit 
religion. They therefore craftily persuaded tbe king that 
it would add greatly to his dignity and authority if be -fern 
hade his subjects from oHering a prayer to any God or 
man, except himself, for the space of thirty days, on pain of 
being cast into a den of lions. Daniel, however, prayed si 
usual three times a-day, with his chamber windows open 
towards Jerusalem, as was the practice of the pious Jews, 
Jerusalem being the place where God had fixed His especial 
presence. Daniel's enemies watched for this, and soon gare 
notice of it, and then the king perceived their crafty drift 
to ruin Daniel. But the laws of the Medes and Cersians, 
however mistaken, might not be altered, and Daniel wss 
given to the lions. But the God to *whom he prayed, and 
in whom he trusted, prevented the lions from injuring iiim, 
and in the morning he was found safe and well. The king 
greatly rejoiced in his preservation, and caused the fact to be 
proclaimed to all his subjects, that they might fear the God 
of Daniel. But though the lions did not harm the holj 
prophet, they instantly destroyed his enemies, whom the 
king jordered to be thrown into the den. Happy is he who 
has the God of Daniel for his help ! miserable he who has 
made Gt>d his enemy ! 

After this Daniel continued in his high office, and lived to a 
good old age. He had some very remarkable visions, foretell- 
ing many changes in events, at the time of the predictions roost 
unlikely, but which were all fulfilled in their season. Some of 
these predictions very clearly told the exact time of the Mes- 
siah's appearance, and that He should be cut off as a saerifiee 
for othem ; and they even carry on the mind of the inquirer 
into the state of the christian church as long as time sluJl 
last, and to the general resurrection at the last day. DaBisI. 

'When Darius died, Cyrus became king ; he returned to 
Babylon, and reigned seven years. Daniel tvas yet liviij;, 
and a great man in the government. He no doubt influenosd 
the mind of Cyrus on behalf of the captive Jews ; and, is all 
probdlnlity, shewed him the writings of the prophet Isaiah, 
published two hundred years before, in which he is expvessly 
mentioned by name as raised up for their deliverance* (See 
Isaiali xliv. sdv.) And in the fhrst year of his reign, Cynis 
issued a decree, granting permission to the Jews to retora 
to their own land, and rebuild die temple of tbe Lord at 
Jenmalenk. Thris tool^ place exactly at the close of tiie seventy 
yean. 2 Chron. jsxxvi. aie, ««. 



r-yaxnotru. 



,ces MF^ cbiefQr^diihgiiUietf hBdnqmtT 
of aell^enial H-pittlf iti4^ minHbttr 
|BK>id Uiep BuKain u^urv from tlieir aUrtWiMWiiT . 
^ IJow were thty brought iato ihi; notice .afkiiw Htimntini^Miim f 
l^'bal great ttial of fsilb Bad caaslaOC; 4ia Sbadndw Uealutdl 

' and AbednegD siislum? 
tt KebuchatlneKznT was convinced of the potrer of rtrael'i God, 
'' did he humbly worship Him t 

1i« judgment befell him on occouat of UifvMhT 
iM»eht Mar restored to reoaon^ 
^jWhfl succeeded Nehuchadneaidi ? 

iTffliat act uf IcuidncsK did Evil-merododi pedbnnl 
^Who was Ilia successor, and what washu characUrl 
in what wat was Belahazzar eogagedf 
'Vhat act of impiety wna BelshozEar |:iiilty of! 
'^OW was his apprnarhin^ doam annoUiMedl 
'*Bpvhat means did Cyrus effect an entnaor int* Bab^mf 
Ubto whose hands did the government of Btbyita fMif 
I Xo irhat great trial was Daniel exposed undwiUlV DwHst 
Jid be maintain hti consttuicy ? and vrlut was tta imM ! 
/VTio reigned after Darius? 
Vfh&t did Cynia do oa bthalf of the Jews ? 
I^Hsd any prophet foretold this act of CynuT 
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niiiWMxn- Cynm itaned hia |)MclamatioD, the principal men 
't£il^tiAe9 of Judabi Levi and Benjamia returoed. t«]dng 
llaltli .tboin ilie yeasela of the 'Ranctuary, b; ftmmudtm ot 

Himi u f ^ ip riaa i; and Zerubbaiu), the prince ef the -tribe of 
')Jndah, sen up the altar, aitd offered the sacrificea, and It^t 
'- ibe fiuats, erea before the temple was built. 

Aa the work proceeded they had many adversaries, psrii- 
'(.ndwly the Samaritani, who, having some knowledge of the 
'Jewish religion, wished to j«n the Jews in building the 
I'ten^le} «Dd.when thii was declined, they cMitrived so to 
^-OUrc^eaeDt the Jews to the court of Persia, .tfav ibe 

building «f tbe tenqile was put a stM) to for ijwnew. jeMik 
' ,, AtlMgth (he prophets Hsggai iimi 'j^i n li n i ^ h ■W Mi W" *' 

route and encourage the Jena to.{irMWe4ifli| 
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I 



for tbey were loo well contented to go on building lioute* 
for tliemselvea, while the house of God laid waste. Oft 
account of this, God visited their land with barrenness; there 
was a scarcity Uoih of corn and nine- The prophet Haggti 
exhorted them to be zealous for the Lord, and then to ob* 
serve whether his blessing did not make ihetn rich, even in 
a temporal sense. Both these prophets also encouraged 
them with the assurance that though the second temple 
would be outwardly less splendid than the former, it Bhoald 
be in reality much more glorious, as the great MewUi 
should enter it. The work again went on vigorously, but 
fresh opposition was excited. False and trnkind reporu 
were sent to Persia, and it was represented that the Jew* 
acted without authority in building the temple. This led 
Darius, the new king of Persia, to search for the decree of 
Cyrus, which they said they had received. On finding it 
he renewed and enlarged it, and even compelled those who 
had opposed the work to help it forward. The lempk WM 
St length happily completed, and a joyful feast held at it» de- 

The Jews still went on building the city and walls of Jeni- 
salem, but had much opposition to contend with ; and, in tl» 
early part of ihe reign of Ahasuerus, (or Artaxerxea Longi* 
manus,) a decree was issued to forbid the progress of Uie 
work. Ezra i, — vi. But Providence was working in favour 
of the persecuted Jews; and circumstances which seemed to 
have little connexion with them, or were hostile to them, 
were made subservient to their great advantage. 



Id woriBl^^^^^ 



Who presided over the Jews on their return from capdvity 
Did they enter immediatelj- on the exerciaes of religious wo 
Did they meet any discouragement in building the temple ': 
What prophets were sent to Rtimulate and encourage them ? 
How did the new king, Darius, act when the Jevi 

sen ted? 
By what king wa* a decree issued to forbid the building of the 



city! 



II. Esther. 



At a splendid feast at the court of Persia, kiitg Ahatnerut 
commanded his queen, Vashti, to come into his presence, 
which she refused. This so incensed the king, that she was 
divorced ; and afterwards all the beautiful damsels wert 
assembled for the king to Aoom a vtife from among ibetn. 



He fixed on Esther, a Jewess, the niece of Mordecsi, by 
ivbtiia she had been brought up. About thia time, and very 
probably through Esther's influence, Csra, the scribe, f' 
isinetl leave of King Ah as uer us to go to Jerusnlem, and teat 
Israel in the statutes of the Lord. Many ol'the chief priei 
aud people who had hiiherio continued in Babylon went wv 
him, and they joined tn reforming and regulating many tbinj 
relating to the worship of God, and to the government oftl 
people, especially in setting aside marriages with heath< 
women, which were contrnry to the law of God. Ezra vi 

Some time afler the advancement of Esther, her kin 
Moidecai, who had a post in die king's gate, was the i 
of detecting and defeating a conspiracy of two of ilie i 
berlains to murder the king. The criminals were executed 
and the affair written in the chronicles of the kingdor 
no reward was bestowed on Mordecai. He still Hat i 
gate, and was not known to be the queen's relation. 

la course of time the king had a great favourite i 
Hamaii, a haughty ambitious man, but so great i 
master's esteem that all the king's servants were commands^ 
to .r«»ereQC« him — most likely to prostrate themselvt 
before him in a kind of worship. Mordecai could nol 
scientiously do thi&; and Haman was so provoked t 
omission, that he resolved to destroy the whole naci 
the Jews in revenge. He persuaded tlie king that they 
a seditious and dangerous people, and obtained the kingV 
consfot to their being put to death wherever they might I ' 
found in all the provinces of his vast empire. Haman wasi 
superstitious as well as a cruel man, and he drew lots to fix! 
on a favourable day on which to execute his horrid deedt J 
"The lot is cast into the lap, but the whole disposal therj* | 
of is of the Lord ;" and in this instance Providence signa 
interposed, by causing the day to fall at ihe distance of elevei 
months. During that time, Mordecai, having heard of tH 
decree, stood before the palace gute in sackcloth and ashei 
Esther sent to inquire the cause of his grief, and was informed 
of tlie bloody decree by which herself, and all her pe'opW 
were sentenced to perish. Mordecai eichorted her to use (lef | 
utmost influence with the king to avert this calamity, rei 
ing lier, that she, perhaps, was raised by divine Provider 
her present elevation, in order that she might be the r 
ofoood to her nation ; but that if she shrunk from pleadia 

the cause of the oppressed Jews, God could work their de ffi 

verance by other means, but she would not be guiltless. One 
of die lawd of Persia forbade any person, upon paiaof death, 
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to approach the king unless he called for them ; and at the 
king of late had taken very little notice of Esther, there was 
reason to fear he might he greatly incensed should, she 
appear uncalled in his presence. However^ she and all the 
Jews fasted and prayed, and putting her trust in God, she 
ventured into the presence of the king The God of Israel 
inclined the heart of the king towards her. He held out 
the golden sceptre, which indicated forgiveness and kindness, 
and he promised to grant her any request that she might pre- 
sent. She went no farther, at first, than to request that the 
king and Haman would come to a banquet which she had 
prepared. They did so, and again the king desired her to 
offer her requests She desired that they would come again 
to her banquet the next day. Haman was proud of the 
honour done him ; but his malignant heart sickened when 
he saw Mordecai sitting at the king's gate. He told bis 
wife and family that all his riches and honours could yield 
him no satisfaction until he had crushed this poor but inde- 
pendent man. See what a tormentor dwells in the boson 
of a proud and spiteful man ! His wife advised him not 
to delay the destruction of Mordecai to the day appointed 
for the general massacre, but to erect a gallows, and get leave 
from the king to execute Mordecai immediately. 

On that night the king could not sleep ; nor could music, 
or any other diversion, soothe his mind. He desired to have 
the chronicles of the kingdom read to him. The reader was 
providentially directed to the record of Mordecai saving the 
king's life. On this the king inquired what reward had been 
given him, and, finding nothing had been done, he was eager 
to repair the neglect, and demanded the attendance of some 
of his courtiers very early in the morning. Haman was very 
early there, intending to get the warrant for Mordecai's 
destruction; but, before he could propose that business, 
the king asked what he could think of to be conferred on 
the man whom the king delighted to honour. Haman, 
flattering himself that there was no man whom the king 
would so much delight to honour as himself, proposed that 
the person should be dressed in the king's robes, seated 
on the king's horse, and conducted through the city in 
splendid procession ; one of the nobles proclaiming before 
him, — This is the man whom the king delights to honour. 
Haman was immediately directed to do all this for the object 
of his cruel hatred ! Having done it, j^e went to his house 
gloomy and sick at heart. At the banquet the king again 
pressed Esther to offer her request. She therefore in?p)ored 
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for her own life, and that of her .people, and pointed at Haman 
at the cruel enemy who had put them in peril. Haman's 
downfall was speedy and complete. The king ordered him 
to be immediately executed on the very gallows he had raised 
•for Mordecai, and Mordecai was raised to the same great- 
ness from which Haman had fallen. But the decree was 
still in force, for (like that of Darius, p. 142) it was a law of 
the Modes and Persians, which, however foolish and unjust, 
■mtt not be changed. Esther, therefore, obtained permission 
for the Jews to defend themselves, and to seize the spoil 
•f any who should attempt to injure them. So one decree 
let against another, made the first of no effect. But on the 
appointed day, the Jews, aided by the rulers, who were in 
£ar of Mordecai now he was in power, avenged themselves 

rn their enemies, and Haman's ten sons were hanged at 
request of Esther. Thus was it made evident that 
"Verily, there is a reward for the righteous ; verily, there is 
a €iod that judgeth in the earth." From that time the Jews 
observed an annual feast called Purim, or lots^ in remem- 
brance of the wonderful deliverance then afforded to their 
nation. 

QUESTIONS. 

What circumstances led to the exaltation of Esther? 

What was her nation and parentage ? 

What was the time and object of Ezra's j^ing to Jerusalem ? 

In what way was Mordecai, the uncle of Esther, serviceable to the 

king? 
Who among the courtiers of Ahasuerus was the great enemy of the 

Jews? 
What so greatly enraged Haman against Mordecai ? 
What revenge did Haman take? 
Why was the execution of the decree so long deferred ? 
Why was Esther afraid to apply to her husband in this distress ? 
When Esther ventured in, how was she received ? 
In what manner did she proceed with her application ? 
What particular circumstance occurred the night after Esther's first 

banquet ? 
What honour was shewn to Mordecai, and who was employed to 

render it? 
What took place at Esther's second banquet ? 
What signal retribution was rendered to Haman ? 
How was the decree against the Jews reversed? 
How was the remembrance of this deliverance perpetuated ? 

III. Nehemiah. 

A. M. 3599. — B. C. 445. 

Nehemiah was cup-bearer to Ahasuerus, the husband of 
Esther. He was a man eminent for attachment to the cause 
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of God and of his country. Haring heard that the walls of 
Jerusalem were broken down, and its gates burned with fire, 
his heart was greatly distressed, and he wept, and prayed, and 
fasted before the God of Israel. The king observed his grief, 
and gave him permission to visit the land of his fathers. He 
went as Tirshatha, or governor of the province, and had leave 
to obtain of the keepers of the king's forests whatever timber 
was required to repair the city. In this good work he was 
mightily opposed, especially by Sanballat, Tobiah, and Ge- 
shem. But (he Lord endued him with resolution and per- 
severance, and prospered the work of his hands, so that the 
design in time was accomplished, and the city again peopled. • 
Nehemiah remained as governor about twelve or thirteen years, 
during which time he reformed many abuses in civil a^&irt, 
and promoted the sacred observances of religion, which, m 
the unsettled state of things, had been very sadly neglected; 
Nehemiah occasionally returned to his duties at the Per- 
sian court, and was absent from Jerusalem for some years 
together. During one of these long absences, very flagrant 
abuses had crept in ; most likely the reading of the law had 
been neglected, and then the people grew very slack in their 
obedience to it ; the temple had been profaned by admitting 
to a residence in it Tobiah, the well known enemy of the 
Jews; the Levites were defrauded of their maintenance; 
the Sabbath was grossly violated, and awfully profened; 
and both the priests and people had formed unlawful mar- 
riages; among these, the grandson of Eliashib, the high- 
priest, had married a daughter of Sanballat. Against these 
abuses, the prophet Malachi testified. He prophesied 
between the years 433 and 428 before Christ, and closed his 
writings some years later, with a distinct prophecy of the 
coming of the Messiah, and of his forerunner, John the 
Baptist. His prophecies close the Old Testament. When 
Nehemiah returned, he resolutely resisted and corrected 
these flagrant breakers of the law, and continued zealously 
to promote the true worship of God and the best interests of 
the people. Nehemiah. 

QUESTIONS. 

What office did Nehemiah hold? 

What was his character? 

What permission did he obtain from the king ? 

By whom was Nehemiah opposed? 

Did he yield to discouragements? 

How long did Nehemiah remain at Jerusalem ? 

For what purpose did he return to Persia ? 



COKNECTIMO HISTORY, &C. 149 

Did he ever go back to Jerusalem ? 

What abuses nad crept in during his absence ? 

What prophet testified against these abuses ? 

Did Nehemiah correct them ? 

What is the closing prediction of the Old Testament? 



CONNECTING HISTORY BETWEEN THE OLD AND 

NEW TESTAMENT 

The sacred writings carry the history of the Jews no 
Surther than the book of Nehemiah, but from several writers, 
both Jewish and heathen, we are enabled to collect some 
finthentic particulars of their history after that period, and 
of the state of affairs at the time of the coming of Christ. 

In the book of Nehemiah mention is made of great cor- 
ruptions in the time of Eliashib, the high-priest. Tobiah, 
an *improselyted Ammonite, and great enemy of the Jews, 
was admitted to dwell in the temple ; and the grandson of 
Eliashib, (named Manasseh), married a daughter of San- 
fiallat, another great opposer of the Jews. When ^ehemiah 
returned he expelled these profane intruders, and Manasseh 
WNit to his father-in-law, and persuaded him to build a 
temple on Mount Gerizim, where worship was carried on in 
imitation of that at Jerusalem, and in which Manasseh was 
made high-priest. This was the origin of that deadly 
hatred subsisting between the Jews and the Samaritans, 
which was carried to such an undue extent, and which pre- 
vailed even in the time oi our Lord. See John iv. 

When Ezra and Nehemiah were dead, the Jews were 
governed by their own high-priests under the authority of 
die kings of Persia. About three hundred and thirty years 
before Christ, the Persian empire was overturned by Alex- 
ander the Great, king of Macedon, in Greece. This mighty 
conqueror subdued almost the whole of the known world, 
and established the Grecian empire, the third of those pre- 
dicted in vision to Daniel. Dan. vii. 

The inhabitants of Tyre, depending chiefly on commerce, 
were wont to procure their supplies of corn from Palestine, 
which was altogether an agricultural country. When Alex- 
ander was besieging Tyre, he, too, applied for provisions 
for his army ; but the Jews, having vowed allegiance to 
Persia, refused to supply the enemies of that empire. 
Alexander was greatly enraged at this refusal, and, haviji^ 
conquered Tyre, hastened to pour his vengeance on *' 
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Jewish people. In this extremity, they besought the Divine 
guidance and protection, and Jaddua, the high-priest, in a 
vision of the night, was directed to go forth, and meet ibe 
conqueror arrayed in his pontifical garments, and attended 
by the priests and people. On beholding this procession 
Alexander was struck with profound awe, and declared that 
while in his own country, and deliberating about his expe- 
dition to Persia, he had seen the very person of Jaddua m 
the same dress, and was encouraged by him to proceed, widi 
an assurance that God would be his guide, and would sive 
him the empire of Persia. After this, Jaddua took Alex- 
ander to the temple, and shewed him the prophe<»e6 of 
•Daniel, which intimated that Persia would be overthrown by 
a Grecian king. In consequence of all this, Alexander 
shewed great favour to the JewSj and granted them the full 
exercise of their laws and religion. 

When Alexander had conquered Egypt, he buflt the city 
of Alexandria, and there settled multitudes of Jews, on 
whom he bestowed the same privileges as his Mao^dmuan 
subjects. Having achieved his mighty conquests, he died 
in the twelfth year of his reign; all his family were mar* 
dered, and his empire divided among his four genenk 
Palestine and Syria had formerly been given to Laomedon^ 
but were now obtained by Ptolemy Lagus. The Jews 
(under Onias the son of Jaddua) having sworn allegianeeto 
Laomedon, refused to submit to Ptolemy, in consequence of 
which he led his army into Judea, took the city of Jenh 
salem, and carried away 100,000 Jews to Egypt, when, 
however, they were kindly treated, and even put in places of 
trust. During the reign of this Ptolemy, died Simon the 
Just, high-priest of the Jews, son of Onias, and grandson of 
Jaddua. He was an eminently just and holy man, the last of 
what the Jews called the great synagogue, consisting of IfO 
eiders, beginning with Ezra, whose great care and study were 
to make a true collection of the Holy Scriptures, and to 
publish them accurately to the people. Simon is generally 
supposed to have completed this great work. 

Ptolemy Philadelphus succeeded his father Ptolemy Lagus, 
on the throne of Egypt. He was friendly to the Jews, and 
a great patron of literature; He caused the Hebrew Scrips 
tures to be translated into Greek ; this is called the Septa* 
agint version, and was usually quoted by our Lord and his 
apostles. 

Another Ptolemy (called Philopater,) was profkne and 
tyrannical. He attempted to thrust his way mto the 
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*hcUe$t of all, and, being resisted by the high-priest, he 
deprived the Jews of their privileges, and cast many of them 
to be devoured by wild beasts; but the furious beasts 
forbore to hurt the Jews, and destroyed their enemies. 

After many changes in government, Syria and Palestine 
came under the dominion of Antiochus. He befriended the 
Jews, and restored their privileges. He was succeeded by 
his son Seleucus Philopater. During this reign the go- 
vernor of the temple having quarrelled with the high-priest, 
treacherously gave information of the treasures deposited 
in the temple, and Heliodorus, the king's treasurer, was sent 
to seize them*; but on entering the temple the Syrians were 
struck with S|ich terror as compelled them to abandon the 
attempt* 

Soon afterwards, Heliodorus assassinated his master, and 
attempted to usurp the throne. But Antiochus, the brother 
of Seleucus, came from Athens and defeated him. This 
Antiochus ' was the " vile person " predicted of by Daniel. 
He called himself Epiphanes, or the illustrious, but others 
more justly called him Epimanes, or the madman. He de- 
posed the good high-priest Onias, and sold the office first to 
one, and then to another, as he could get most money for it. 
During his absence, a false report was spread of his death. 
The Jews greatly rejoiced at it, and attempted to restore the 
former high-priest. But Antiochus came upon them, took 
Jerusalem by storm, slew many thousand persons, and sold 
inany thousands for slaves. He also plundered the temple 
of its gold and silver furniture, entered into the * holy of 
holies, and sacrificed a sow, in contempt of the sacrifices of 
€rod. About two years afterwards, he sent an army to de- 
stroy Jerusalem, to slay all the men, and take the women 
and children for slaves. These orders were executed on a 
Sabbath-day, when the people i^ere assembled for public 
worship. The few who escaped by flight or concealment, 
afterwards endured violent persecution, for the furious. king 
commanded that all his subjects should conform to the reli- 
gion of the Greeks. He compelled the Jews to submit to 
idolatrous rites, and put to cruel deaths many who refused. 
At last- he caused all sacrifices to the Go4 of Israel to cease, 
did all he could to profane the temple, set up the image of 
an idol there, burnt every copy of the law that could be 
found, and in every way opposed every religious feeling and 
observance* of the Jews. At this time a venerable old man 
named Eleazer suffered ; also, seven brethren, whose admi- 
rable ooDStancy is related in the * Apocrypha, and to whom 
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^^t. Paul alludes in his Epistle to the Hebrews. (Heb« xi. 55-- 
38.) This suspension of religious worship in the temple 
continued, as the prophet Daniel had foretold, for three 
years and a half, af^er which, a brave and noble family (Mat^ 
tathias and his descendants) fought yaliantly and sucoess- 
fully for their civil and religious rights. Judas Maccabeus (the 
son of Mattathias) recovered, and purified the temple, and re- 
stored the worship of the true God, 165 years before Cbrist 
On hearing of this, Antiochus vowed vengeance against the 
whole nation of the Jews ; but while he was boastii)igly 
threatening to extirpate them, he was cut off by the dreadful 
judgments of God. 

Judea was now governed by the Maccabean princes, and 
enjoyed for a short time great prosperity. But afterwards, 
the Roman empire, having prevailed over that of Greece in 
Egypt and Syria, soon gained ascendancy over the Jews. In 
the reign of the Roman emperor Pompey, sixty-three yean 
before Christ, the Jews were made tributary to the Romans, 
though they were still governed by their own princes of the 
Asmonean family. The last of that race was deposed by 
Herod the Great, [b. c. 37.] Herod was an Idumean by 
birth, but of Jewish extraction, and had been appointed king 
of the Jews by the Romans. The Jews were still governed 
by their own high-priests, but Herod in the course of .his 
long reign greatly diminished their power. 

Herod was succeeded by his son Archelaus, [b. c. 3.] who 
conducted himself ill, and was therefore banished by Augustus 
C»sar, and the Jewish dominions reduced to the form of a 
Roman province, [a. p. * 8.] 

Now Jacob on his death bed had predicted that the govern* 
ment should not wholly depart from the tribe of Judah until 
Shiloh (or the Messiah) should come. Gen. xlix. 10. At 
this period it departed, and has never been restored; and 
just at this period Jesus Christ came, — one proof, among 
many more, that He was indeed the true Messiah. 

QUESTIONS. 

At what point of the Jewish history does the Old Testament close? 

Do we know nothing more of the Jews from that time till the com- 
ing of Christ ? 

From what sources do we derive our information ? 

What was the origin of the Samaritan temple as opposed to that at 
Jerusalem ? 

By whom were the Jews governed after the death of Nehemiah and 
Ezra? 
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Who overturned the Pertiair empire? 

How did the Jews offend him ? 

^ what means was Alexander reconciled to the Jews ? 

How did he treat them afterwards? 

Who governed Judea after the death of Alexander? 

What distinguished elder of the Jews died in the reign of Ptolemy 

Lagus? 
What great work is he supposed to have completed ? 
How £d Ptolemy Philadelphus treat the Jews ? 
What was the character of Ptolemy Philopater? 
What profane act did he attempt? 
How md he resent the interference of the high-priest who prevented 

his entering the holy place ? 
How did Antiochus the governor of Syria treat the Jews? 
What occurred in the reign of his son Seleucus Philopater? 
By whom was this prince assassinated? 
Who succeeded Seleucus ? 
What was his character ? 
Had any of the prophets referred to him ? 
Of what horrible profanity was he ^ilty ? 
What cruel persecutions did he inflict ? 
TB^ whom was he successfiilly opposed? 
What was his end ? 

. How was Judea governed after the death of Antiochus Epiphanes? 
-. What empire prevailed against that of Greece ? 
Under what Roman emperor did Judea become tributary ? 
Who was governor of Judea when Jesus Christ was bom ? 
Who succeeded Herod the. Great? 
What' took place in the government of Judea when Archelaus was 

banished! 
What particular prophecy was thus fulfilled? 
'. How does this tend to prove that Jesus was the promised Messiah? 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT. 



The great distinguishing feature of the New Testament 
history is, that it records the exact fulfilment of Old Testa- 
ment ^predictions, especially such as relate to the appearance 
and character of the promised Messiah. The narrative of 
the ^evangelists is properly a life of Christ; but they do 
not all begin it at the same period. The 'evangelist John 
begins by asserting that Christ from the beginning was one 
with God ; but that he took on Him the form and nature of 
man in order that He might become the Saviour of men. 
John i. The evangelists Matthew and Luke give us some 
particulars of his birth and early life. Mark commences 
with the ministry of John the Baptist. 

I. The Birth and Childhood of Christ. 

A. M. 4000. 

Malachi, the last of the Old Testament prophets, dis- 
tinctly foretold the coming of the Messiah ; and alsb that 
of one who should go before to prepare his way. The 
same had been foretold by the prophet Isaiah, (is. xL; 
Mai. iv.) When the fulness of time drew nigh, John 
the Baptist was sent before to prepare the way for Christ. 
The parents of John were aged people, and did not expect 
to be blessed with children; but an angel was sent to 
Zacharias (who was a priest) as he ministered in the temple, 
to tell him that his wife Elizabeth should bear a son, who 
was to be the *forerunner of the Messiah. Zacharias could 
hardly believe this declaration ; and as a rebuke to his in- 
credulity, and at the same time as a ^confirmation of the 
message, the angel told him that he should be dumb until 
the time when these things were accomplished. Accord- 
ingly, when Zacharias came forth to the people he could not 
speak, and it was evident to all of them that he had seen a 
vision,. In due time the child was born ; and as soon as he 
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"as named John, according to the word of the anftcl, the 
S]ieecli of Zacharias was restored, and he praised God for 
)tiB faiilifulneBs and great goodness. Meanwhile the same 
lugel was sent to a virgin named Mary, who d«elt at 
Nazareth, and who was descended from the family of David. 
She was espoused to a carpenter of the same lonn, named 
Joseph, who also was of the family of David. The angel 
lold Mary that she was to be honoured and btessed above 
all women, for that in a most wonderful manner she should 
become the mother of the promised Messiah, who was in- 
deed the Son of God. Mary did not hesitate, like Zacharias, 
but humbly said, " Behold the hand-maid of the Lord ; be 
it unto me according to thy word." Afler this Mary visited 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, to whom she was related, and they 
joined in praisino God. 

An angel was also sent to tell Joseph that Mary, his 
emMUsed wife, should bear a son, whose name was lo be 
Uled Jesus, because He should save his people from their 
U. Joseph then took Mary home to his house. 
'About this time the inhabitants of all the provinces of die 
man empire were required by Cssar Augustus to enroll 
register themselves at the places to which they belonged ; 
IS acknowledging themselves subjects, and engaging to 
Y tribute to the Roman empire. The Jews were obliged 
submit m this, and thus it was made plain that they had 
t their own independent government, and that the time 
■ come when it had been *predicied that the Messiah 
iDold appear. By this law Joseph was compelled lo go 
»Betlilehem, the ciry of his ancestors ; and by this means 
lother prophecy was fulfilled, namely, that the Messiah 
(buld be born at Bethlehem. Micah v. 3. While Joseph 
id Mary remained at Bethlehem, they were forced to lodge 
"■ stable, for the inn was crowded on account of so many 
ions coming on the same business ; and there Mary 
idught forth her first-born son, and laid him in a manger, 
"js did our Redeemer not only become man for our ealva- 
I, bat entered life amidst circnmstances of outward mean- 
I and poverty. ' This' should make us thankful for his 
deseension, and at the same time contented with the lot 
I providence assigns us. However poor we may be, we 
surely as well off as He who was born in a stable and 
1 in a manger, and who afterwards had not where to lay 
■ bead ; and as He stooped to share our meanness, if we 
ife his followers, He will raise us to share his glory. 
'^hen Jesus was born, it was made known to some shep- 
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herds of Bethlehem, who were in the fields keeping their 
flocks. An angel of the Lord appeared to thetn, and the 
*glory of the Lord shone round about them ; and the angel 
said to them, ** Fear not, for behold I bring you glad tiding 
of great joy, which shall be to you and to all people. For 
unto you is born this day a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord/' When the angel had told them where they wouU 
find this new-born Saviour, immediately a multitude of the 
heavenly host joined him in praising God, and saying ** Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards 
men,** As soon as the ^ angels departed, the shepherdf 
hastened to Bethlehem, where they found the babe, and 
Mary and Joseph. They told many what the angel had 
said to them concerning this child, and then returned to 
their employment, praising God for the great things they 
had seen and heard. 

When the child was circumcised on the eighth day, His 
name was called JESUS, to signify that He should save His 
people from their sins. At the time appointed by the law 
of Moses He was taken to the temple at Jerusalem to be 
presented to the Lord, and there a wonderful * testimony 
was borne to him by Simeon and Anna. Simeon was m 
eminently holy man, to whom it had been told by the Holy 
Ghost that he should not die until he had seen the promised 
Saviour. Anna was an aged prophetess, and both of them 
frequently visited the temple ; but neither of them knew any 
thing particular about the birth of Jesus. Just at the time 
that the infant was brought to the temple, Simeon came 
there under the peculiar influence of the Holy Spirit, and 
taking .the child in his arms, he said, " Lord now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word, for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation." He also foretold the 
sufferings which the Saviour should endure ; and Anna also 
spake of him to those who were expecting and waiting for 
the promised Redeemer. 

The birth of the Saviour of mankind was also made 
known to those in distant lands. For in the land called the 
East (comprehending Mesopotamia, Arabia^ and Persia) the 
inhabitants had observed a new star which arose over the 
land of Judea, and which they were taught to believe in- 
dicated the birth of some great Prince or Ruler. Some of 
their *wise men therefore set out, and following the guidance 
of the star, came to the land of Judea. Herod was at this 
time the king ; to him they proceeded, and inquired where 
^hey should find Him who was born king of the Jews, for 
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they had seen his star in .the east, and were come to do him 
homage. On hearing this Herod was greatly terrified, for 
he thought the new*born infant would grow up to take away 
his dominion. He called together the scribes and the priests, 
and asked them where, according to their prophets, the 
Christ should be born. They told him at Bethlehem. He 
then desired the wise men, when they had found the infant, 
to come back and let him know, that he also might go and 
worship him; but his real intention was to kill him. But 
God faw the cruel purpose of his wicked heart, and defeated 
his malicious projects. On turning towards Bethlehem the 
wise men again saw the star going before them, until it 
stood over the place where the young child was. They im- 
mediately fell down and worshipped him, offering costly 
gifts, gold, ^franckincence and *myrrh. They were then 
warned of God in a dream not to return to Herod at Jerusa- 
lem,, but to go to their own country another way. Joseph 
and Mary also were warned to take the young child and flee 
into the land of Egypt, from the jealousy and rage of Herod. 
After waiting some time for the^ return of the sages, Herod 
was greatly enraged, and caused all the male infants in Beth- 
lehem to be murdered, hoping by that means to insure the 
death of Him whom he regarded as his rival. 

Soon afterwards Herod died, and his son Archelaus reigned 
in his stead. Joseph and Mary then returned to Judea, but 
dwelt at Nazareth in Galilee, and hence Jesus was oflen 
called a Nazarene, or Galilean ; and the child grew, and gave 
early proofs of strength of mind and holy dispositions. When 
He was twelve years old He was taken by his, parents to the 
feast of the ^Passover at Jerusalem. On this occasion the 
child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem ; so intent was He 
on the ordinances of devotion, and on the means of religious 
instruction. On being sought by his anxious parents, He 
was found sitting among the ^doctors in the temple, hearing 
them expound the law, and asking of them explanations. 
If such humility and diligence were exemplified in the lovely 
child Jesus, they are surely becoming to all young persons 
who desire to follow His . example, and wish, like Him, to 
grow in wisdom as in stature, and in favour both with God 
and man. After this Jesus returned with His parents tp 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them, and dwelt with them in 
a retired situation ; most likely assisting them in their daily 
labour. Matt. i. ii. Luke i. ii. 
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QUEITIONS. 

What particular connexion is there between the Old Testament and 

the New? 
Which of the evangelists says most about the divinity of our 

Saviour? 
Who was the forerunner of Christ? 
Who were his parents ? 
W^hcn an angel foretold the birth of John, did Zacharias readily 

believe it? 
How was his incredulity reproved ? 

Who was the mother of Jesus Christ, and where did she reside? 
Who was the supposed father of Christ? 
Where was Christ bom ? 

How came Joseph and Mary to be at Bethlehem ? 
To whom was the birth of Christ made known by angels ? 
Who visited Christ from a great distance? and what induced them 

to come ? 
\^lio attempted the life of Christ in his infancy? 
How was Jesus preserved from the desiffns of Herod ? 
What is related of the childhood of Chnst ? 

II. The Ministry of John the Baptist. The Tempta- 
tion, AND First Public Manifestation of Christ, 

•A. D. so. 

John, the son of Zacharias and Elizabeth, dwelt with his 
parents in the wilderness of Judea. He was remarkable for 
early strength of mind, and superiority to the vanities and 
pleasures of youth. At about thirty years of age, he was 
sent forth to preach and proclaim to the people that they 
should repent, for the kingdom of heaven was at hand; 
that is, the promised * Messiah would shortly appear among 
them. As John went from place to place in the wilderness 
of Judea, his preaching excited much attention, and many 
were convinced of their need of repentance. When they 
asked him what they must do, he faithfully pointed out to 
them the necessity of inward holiness, and told them not to 
rely on their relation to Abraham (which the Jews were very 
apt to do), for that unless they possessed sincerity of heart, 
and manifested it by a consistent deportment, they would 
be rejected from the kingdom of their expected Messiah. 
Those who received his doctrine and professed repentance, 
• were baptized by John in the river Jordan, as an emblem 
of the inward and outward purity required of them. 

While John was thus engaged, Jesus himself came, and 
desired to be baptized of him. At first John hesitated to bap- 
tize one so vastly his superior ; but Jesus explained to him 



thai it became Him to fulfil all rightec 
in obedience to all the appointments of God, inasmuch as 
He was to set a perfect pattern lo his people. Then John 
baptized JesUs ; and as he came up out of the water, the 
heavens were opened, and the Spirit of God descended like 
a dove and rested on Him, and a voice from heaven said, 
" This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Thus 
the whole 'Trinity combined to pui honour on the ordinance 
of baptism ; and our Lord, when He afterwards enjoined it 
on all his professed followers, commanded them to he bap- 
tized " in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost." Matt.xxviii. 

The time was now at hand for our Lord to enier on hia 
public ministry. As soon, therefore, as He was baptized 
He retired into the wilderness for solitude and prayer, in 
prospect of his great and arduous work. And there He was 
tempted of the devil; we do not know in what form or 
manner the tempter appeared to him, or what expectations 
he could have of succeeding with the Son of God ; but we 
are expressly taught two things, wliich afford us strong con- 
solation and valuable instruction, viz. that Christ sub- 
mitted to be in all points tempted like as we are, and hence 
that He knows how to exercise compassion and afford suc- 
cour to those who are tempted : and that though, as God, He 
might in an instant have confounded the tempter and com- 
pelled him to retreat. He chose rather to resist temptation 
exactly in the way in which we are to resist it, namely, by 
" the aword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God," herein 
leaving us an example that we should follow in his steps. 

When Jesus was hungry (for He had fasted forty days,) 
Satan tempted Him to distrust the providence of his heavenly 
Father, and to command the stones to be made bread ; Jesus 
resisted this, saying, " It is written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God." Then he tempted Him to presumptuous 
reliance on a misquoted and misapplied promise of Scripture, 
It is written, that God will preserve his people in all their 
ways ; ' Therefore,' says the tempter, ' east thyself down 
this precipice, and say. If 1 am to be saved, I shall be saved.' 
Jesus again replied, " It is written, Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God." The devil then tempted Him to ambition, 
covetousiiess, and idolatry, by offering to give Him all the 
kingdoms of the world and all the glory of them, if He 
■fould fall down and worship him. But in all these temp- 
~)tioiu Jesus was more than conqueror over his adversary. 
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and if we, in his strength, use the same weapons, we have 
this encouraging declaration, " Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you ; draw nigh to God, and He will draw n^h to 
you. The very God of peace shall shortly bruise Satsn 
under your feet/' When the devil was vanquished and had 
retreated, angels came and ministered unto Jesus; and 
though we see them not, they are ministering spirits sent 
forth to minister to the heirs of salvation. 

During our Lord's absence in the wilderness, John the 
Baptist had repeatedly borne witness to Him as the true 
Messiah. When the preaching of John excited great notice, 
the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem, to ask him 
whether or not he were the Christ. He told them he was 
not ; but that he was sent before to bear witness to Him. 
Shortly afterwards, as John was conversing with two of his 
disciples, he saw Jesus coming, and said, ** Behold thd 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the world," 
signifying that Christ was the true atonement, represented by 
the lambs, and other sacrifices daily offered in the temple. 
The disciples immediately became followers of Christ, and 
one of them, named Andrew, called his brother Simon, and 
said to him. We have found the Messias ! Simon believed 
his brother, and they went together to Jesus, who gave to 
Simon the name of Cephas or Peter, which signifies a stone. 
The next day Jesus called Philip, who was of the city of 
Bethsaida, and bade him follow Him. Philip invited his 
townsman Natlianael ; but there was a great prejudice among 
the Jews against any who came out of Nazaredi or Galilee. 
They were regarded as mean, despicable persons ; Nathanael 
therefore said, *' Can any good thing come out of Nasareth?" 
Philip answered him, '' Come and see.'' The best way to re- 
move prejudice, is to make candid and impartial inquiry af^er 
truth. As Nathanael came, Jesus said, '* Behold an Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no guile." Nathanael was astonished that 
Jesus should know any thing of him ; still, when Jesus told 
him that he had seen him in a place of secret retirement, 
most likely engaged in acts of devotion — in a word, that 
He knew his whole character and heart, this convinced 
Nathanael that He must indeed be the Son of God, the 
King of Israel. Matt. iii. Mark i. Luke iii. iv. John i. 

QUESTIONS. 

- What was the character of John ? 
What were the chief subjects of his preaching? 
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What rite did he admiiuBter to those who profeMed repentance? 

As Jesus had no need of repentance, why did he come to he baptized? 

What honour was done to Christ at his baptism ? 
^ Where did Christ go after his baptism ? 

How long did he remain in the wilderness? 

What befell him there? 

In what manner did he resist temptation ? 
. When Jesus returned from the wilderness, what testimony did John 
bear to him ? 

Who were the first disciples that Christ called? 

What was the character of Nathaniel ? 



III. The Ministry of Christ continued. 

• From this time Jesus went about with His disciples 
preaching the gospel and instructing all who came to Him. 
His fame soon spread abroad, for He taught with astonishing 
wigdom, such as no other teacher had discovered. He knew 
the very heart, and exactly adapted His discourses, so as to 
reprove or console those whom He addressed. Beside this, 
He wrought many ^miracles, which tended to convince those 
who beheld them that He was indeed sent from God, and 
that His doctrines were true, and such as demanded atten- 
tion and obedience. The first miracle that Jesus wrought 
was at Cana in Galilee, where He was at a marriage feast 
with His mother and His disciples. The parties were poor, 
and had not sufficient for the entertainment of the guests ; 
but Jesus directed the servants to fill six large stone vessels 
with water, and then to draw some of it and hand to the 
guests. They did so, and it proved to be wine of most ex- 
cellent quality. 

8oon after this Jesus went to the feast of the Passover at 
Jerusalem. The state of religion among the Jews at this 
time was very corrupt and degenerate. Outward forms 
were regarded much more than inward purity, and almost 
every thing connected with the worship of God was made a 
matter of gain and merchandise. When Jesus entered the 
temple, He found the *outer court, where the Gentiles were 
allowed to worship, converted into a market for the sale of 
beasts and birds for sacrifice. Jesus sharply reproved this 
profanity and worldly mindedness, and with a scourge of 
small cords He drove out all the buyers and sellers, and 
overthew their tables or counters. They must have been 
convinced in their consciences that He acted by divine 
authority, or they would not have submitted thoa to -Mi 
turned out by one roan whom by their numben thegr^ir^ 
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cMily have overpowered, Imd I^Ie been 
■pneared U) be. 

While Jeans wna in Jerusalem, a 'Pharisee, named Nica- 
demus. one nf th(> rulers and teachers of the Jews, having 
heard of the fame i>f his miracles, came by night la converse 
with Him. Jesus declared to Nicodemus that except a nun 
be born again, he runnnt see, or enter into the kingdom of 
God. Nicodi^mus could not unilerstand this; for though 
the Jews believed that a 'Messiah would come, they ijuite 
mistook ihe nature of His kiuf^dom, and expected that it 
would consist in worldly pomp and t^eatness ; but Jesus tx- 
pUined to NicodeiDus that it is a-spitiiual kingdom, and thnt 
UDse who share its privileges are made new creatures by 
die jHiwer of the Holy Spirit. Of His renewing nnd puii^> 
iitg influetice on the heart, water in baptism is an 'emhlemor 
'figure. Jesua told Nicodemus of the great love of God to 
k ainful and perishing world, in that He bad given his ovm 
Son to he lifted up on the cross as the brazen serpent vni 
lifted up by Moses in the wilderness, (see p. 7 1 ), that who- 
■ocver believeth in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life: but added, that the moat awfiil guilt aod 
coiidemuation must rest on those who reject audi a inercifiil 
provision. 

After tills Jesus and hia disciples were in the land of Judea; 
mnd there He baptized, or caused his disciples to baptife, 
muiy who believed on Him as the Messiah. The disciples 
of John complained to their Master that they feared his po* 
pularity would be eclipsed by that of Jesits ; but John 
nobly replied, that lie wished it to be so; thai he was sent 
to draw the attention of men to Jesus as the Christ, and 
having done so, he was very willing to retire into the shade. 
Soon alier this, John was cast into prison by Herod, the 
king or * tetrarch of Galilee, who at one time whs a great ad- 
qnirer of John's preaching ; but when he ventured to reprove 
his sin in having taken the wife of his brother Philip, bccnme 
enr.igetl against him, and shut him up in prison. As the 
disciples of Jeeus increased, the Pharisees, who hated his 
doctrine, became more and more enraged against Him, and 
began to plot his destruction. Jesus knew their intentions ; 
and as He would not give Himself up to them until the ap- 
pointed time was come. He returned to Galilee, and con- 
tinued chiefly to travel about in those parts. 

On his way to Galilee, Jesus had to pass through Samam. 
While his disciples were gone to buy foodi He sat resting on 
a nell) and fell into conversation with s Samaritan woman. 
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who came to draw water. The Jews and Samaritans were 
hitter enemies ; so much so, that they refused to perform for 
each other the commonest offices of humanity. This woman 
almoslr refused to give a draught of water to a weary stranger, 
whose dress bespoke him a Jew. But Jesus told her of the 
blessmgs of the gospel, which are as living water to the 
thhrsty soul, and which He would give to all who ask them 
of Him. At length He told the woman that He was the 
Messiah, whom both the Jews and the Samaritans expected. 
He also told her of her own sinful conduct in such a way as 
struck her heart and conscience with conviction. She be- 
lieved his word, and hastened to call her neighbours to come 
and see and hear for themselves. They did so ; and many 
of the Samaritans believed on Him there. 

As Jesus proceeded on His way, a nobleman met Him, and 
entreated Him to come down to Capernaum, and heal his 
only son, who was at the point of death. Jesus did not go 
widi him, because his power was all-sufficient, and his pre- 
sence universal; and he wished to reprove the spirit that 
would dictate as to the express manner in which his mercy 
should be conferred ; but He told the nobleman to go home, 
for his son's life should be spared. The man believed the 
word of Jesus ; and as he went he met his servants, who 
told him that the fever had entirely left his son at the very 
time in which Jesus had spoken the healing word. 

Jesus was in the constant habit, on the Sabbath-days, of at- 
tending the *synagogue, where the Jews met for religious wor- 
ship and instruction. At the synagogue at Nazareth, he read 
a portion of the prophecies of Isaiah, (Is. Ixiii. 1 — 3,) and said 
that this Scripture was fulfilled in his preaching the Gospel. 
At first the people were struck with admiration at his words ; 
but afterwards they took offence, and attempted to cast Him 
down from the hill on which their city was built. But Jesus 
passed away from them, and went to Capernaum, where He 
taught in the synagogue. He oflten also went into the fish- 
ing boats on the lake of Galilee, and preached to a multitude 
assembled on the shore. There our Lord called Peter and 
Andrew, James and John, entirely to give up their worldly 
callings, and statedly to follow Him, promising that He 
would make them fishers of men ; that is, that they should 
attract and save many souls by the preaching of the Gospel. 
As a pledge of this. He caused them to catch at once a vast 
quantity of fishes, though they had toiled all the night before 
and had caught nothing. 

When our Lord was on earth, He sometimes met with 
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persons who were possessed with devils. It seems as if this 
dreadful calamity was permitted at that particular time, to 
shew the Redeemer's power over infernal spirits. In die 
synagogue at Capernaum there was a man thus Afflicted. 
Jesus commanded the foul spirit to depart, and it was con- 
strained to ohey Him, and to acknowledge Him as the Holy 
One of God. On his return to the house of his disciple 
Peter, Jesus found Peter's wife's mother sick with a violent 
fever. He spoke the word, and immediately the fever left 
her, and she was restored to health and activity. The fiime 
of his miracles spread abroad, and the house was surrounded 
by crowds of persons with all manner of diseases ; and He 
iiud his hands on them and healed them all. But, while 
Jesus thus went about doing good. He did not forget the 
work of personal piety. He retired a great while, before day 
into a desert place to pray : thus teaching us the duty (^ 
maintaining at once holy communion with God, and active 

benevolence among men. Matt. iv. Marki. Lukeiv. Johnil. 

••• • 

lU. IV. 

QUESTIONS. 

What works were wrought by Jesud, which proved that God had 

sent him ? 
What was the first miracle, and where was it wrought? 
What abuse did Christ correct in the temple ? 
What particular discourse had Christ with a ruler of the Jews? 
What great truths of the gospel did Christ teach Nicodemus ? 
What befell John the Baptist about this time? 
To what province was Christ's ministry chiefly confined? 
With whom did Christ converse at Jacob's well? 
What miracle was wrought as Christ went down to Gralilee ? 
Did he go to Capernaum, as the nobleman requested? 
What miracle was wrought in the s3magogue at Capernaum? 
What miracle was wrought in Peter*s house? 
For what purpose did Christ retire into the desert ? 

IV. The Ministry of Christ continued. 

While thus passing through Galilee, Jesus ascended one 
of the mountains, and addressed to a vast multitude that im- 
portant discourse called the Sermon on the Mount. It was 
designed to correct many errors into which the Jews had 
fallen, and to which all mankind are prone, of substituting 
outward observances for inward purity. It also instructs us 
in the duty of prayer ; it shews the vast importance of build- 
ing our hopes on a good foundation ; and the duty of Chris^ 
turns to lead lives of consistent and exemplary holiness^ " 



i 
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When Christ came^own from the mountain. He was 
applied to by a poor creature suffering under the dreadful 
disease of leprosy. He fell at his feet, and said, '' Lord, if 
thou wiH thou canst make me clean." Jesus answered him, 
^ I will ; be thou clean :" and immediately his leprosy de* 
parted from him. This disease was never cleansed by human 
means. The cure was always sought immediately from God, 
and the priests were appointed to judge of it. Accordingly, 
Jesus told the poor man to go and shew himself to the 
priests, that they might attest his cure,' and to offer the gifts 
appointed by the law of Moses. 

At Capernaum, a ^paralytic was brought by his friends to 
the house where Jesus was. Many ^Pharisees and ^doctors 
of the law were in the house with Jesus, and the entrances 
were crowded by persons who came to hear his discourses. 
The friends of the poor man, therefore, carried him to the 
top of the house, and let him down through the open roof 
into the room where Jesus was. (The roofs of the Jewish 
houses were flat, and made to open somewhat in the manner 
in which carriages among us are constructed, so as to open 
or close at pleasure.) Jesus observed the faith of the suf- 
ferer and his friends, and said, " Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee." Sin is the cause pf all our sufferings. The great 
concern is to have our sins forgiven, and our natures cleansed ; 
then we may hope for a world where the inhabitant shall no 
morie say, " I am sick." When the *Pharisees and *Scribes 
heard Jesus speak of forgiving sins, they accused Him of 
blasphemy ; " for who," said they, " can forgive sins but God 
only ?" This is very true ; but Jesus is God — therefore He 
can forgive sins. None but God can read the thoughts of 
the heart; but Jesus read their thoughts — therefore He is 
God. None but God can in an instant cure a lame, helpless, 
paralytic ; but Jesus did this, and therefore He is God. 
Jesus, perceiving the thoughts of their hearts, said unto them, 
" Whether is it easier to say. Thy sins be forgiven thee, or to 
say. Rise up and walk ?" But, to prove that though He was 
then the Son of man on earth, He was nevertheless possessed 
of divine power ; He said to the sick man, '* Arise, take up 
thy bed, and go to thine^tiouse ;" and immediately he did so ; 
and the people who beheld it glorified God, and said, " We 
have seen strange things to-day." 

The miracles of Christ on the bodies of men were emblems 
of the. effects of his Gospel on the minds of men. Sin is like 
a disease. Sinners are polluted like * lepers, — helpless like 
* paralytics, and, under the influence of Satan, like those 
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deranged and possessed. But the Gospel, under the Holy 
Spirit's influence, is the means of cleansing the heart and 
restoring to soundness, health, and activity. These remarks 
should be borne in mind by the reader as applicable to the 
miracles in general. 

About this time Jesus called Matthew (or Leyi), a *Gali- 
lean and a *publican, to be one of his constant followers. 
Matthew afterwards became an *apostle and an ^evangehst 

The year following Jesus again went to the' feast of the 
* Passover at Jerusalem. In the sheep-market of that city 
' was a pool, called Bethesda (or mercy), from a miraculoiu 
circumstance connected with it, viz. that at a certain season 
an angel came down and troubled the waters ; and whoever 
first stepped in, after the troubling of the waters, was made 
whole of whatever disease he had* In consequence, there 
were always many afflicted sufferers waiting in hope of obtain- 
ing a cure. As Jesus passed, He saw a poor cripple, who had 
been thirty-eight years afflicted ; and having asked him if he 
desired to be made whole, commanded him to take up his 
bed and go home. Immediately his strength returned, and 
be took up his couch and went his way. 

This was on the Sabbath-day ; and the Jews cavilled, 
saying, " It is not lawful to do so on the Sabbath ;" and 
' they persecuted Jesus, and sought to slay Him. But Jesus 
on this and on several other occasions, taught that it was 
lawful to shew mercy on the Sabbath-day ; and also that his 
works in general abundantly proved that He had full autho- 
rity from God for all that He did. Matt. v. Mark i. ii. 
Luke V. John v. 

QUESTIONS. 

What discourse was delivered on a mountain of Galilee ? 

What particular truths does it inculcate? 

What miracle was wrought when Christ came down from th6 

mountain? 
What particulars were connected with the cure of the paralytic at' 

Capernaum ? 
What great doctrines were especially taught by this miracle ? 
What do miracles in general figuratively represent? 
What miracle was wrought at the pool of Bethesda ? 
What offence did the Jews take at this miracle? 

V. The Ministry op Christ Continued. 

After the feast Jesus returned to Galilee. On the way, 

the disciples being himgry, plucked some ears of corn, and 

ate them. Even for this die ca^t\ou'&^\uaiXi&^^% ^Vvax^ed them 
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with breaking the Sabbath. By way of reproving them, 
Jesus, on entering the synagogue, and seeing a man with 
a withered hand, asked the Pharisees, whether it was law* 
ful to heal on the Sabbath-day : and, without waiting for 
their reply, bade the man stretch forth his hand, and imme- 
diately it became whole as the other. At this the Pharisees 
were enraged and confounded, and took counsel to destroy 
Jesus ; but He went away, and cured many of their diseases. 

About this time Christ ordained and sent forth twelve 
* apostles to preach the Gospel of his kingdom. Their 
names were Simon Peter and Andrew his brother; James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee ; Philip, and Bartholomew ; 
Thomas and Matthew (or Levi), James the son of Alpheus, 
and Jude bis brother (sometimes called Lebbeus, and Thad- 
deus) ; Simon Zelotes the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who 
afterwards betrayed Jesus. When Jesus sent them forth, 
He told them they would have many hardships and difficul- 
ties to encounter ; >but promised them needful support, pro- 
tection, and assistance. 

At Capernaum, Jesus was'applied to by a Roman *centu^ 
rion, with a request that He would heal his servant. This 
centurion was distinguished by condescending sympathy for 
his servant, and by humility and faith in his application to 
the Saviour. He had so deep a sense of his own unworthi- 
ness, that he presumed not to come himself to Jesus at first, 
but begged the Jews to intercede for him ; and he had so 
lively a conviction of the power of Jesus, that he did not 
(like the nobleman) urge him to come and heal ; but said, 
^' Speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.^ 
Jesus greatly commended his spirit, and granted his re- 
quest. 

As Jesus entered Nain, a small place in that neighbour- 
hood, he met the funeral of a young man, the only son of 
his mother, and she was a widow. Jesus had compassion 
on her, and said to her, '* Weep not." Then commanding 
those who carried the corpse to stand still. He took the 
young man by the hand, and bade him arise, and restored 
him alive to his mother. When the prophets Elijah and 
Elisha miraculously raised to life those that had been dead, 
they prayed to God to exert that power which they well 
' knew they did not possess : but Jesus commanded the dead 
to arise ; for He had all power in Himself. The miracles 
that He wrought prove that he came from God ; His manner 
of working them proves that He is God. The hour is 
coming, when his voice shall raise all tUe de^ji. 
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John llie Baptist was now in prison (aee p. 162.) His dig; 
aplei ofien visited Iiim there, and asked Itia sentiments of 

* Jesu*. John hiniiielf liad no doubt whatever of his hetoa 
tbe true Messiali ; but for tlie instruction and satisfaction in 
these disciples, he sent them to Jesus himself. They came 
to Him, and said. " Art thou He chat should come, (i. e. the 
Messiah,) or are we to expect another ?" — Jesus gave them 
no direct reply, bui in ihe same hour cured many of their 
diseases ; and iheii said, " Go and teli John what you have 

' Been and heard. The blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead an- 
raised up, and the poor have the Gospel preached unto tliem. 
John would naturally turn his disciples to the propheciei. 

, (such as Isa. xxjv.) in which is foretold that the Messiah 
■hould do such things as these. No other person had done 
or could do Ihem ; therefore Jesus must be tlie Messiah. 

As Jesus went through the cities of Galilee, where most 
of his mighty works had been done, He lamented the oh- 
Btinacy and perverseness of the people who continued 10 
despise hitn, and said it would be more tolerable for the hei- 
then in the judgment day, than for those who had heard the 
Gospel and disregarded it, This stands as a warning for u< 
who have such opportunities of learning and knowing our 
duty. Let us beware that we do not neglect it to our own 
condemnation and ruin. 

Our Lord was once invited to dine in the house of ■ 
'Pharisee, named Simon. While there, a woman, who hflO 
been a grtat sinner, but who had been encouraged to come, to 
the Redeemer, in humble penitence, prostrated herself before 
Jesus, waiihed his feet with her tears, wiped them with the 
hairof her head, and anointed them with perfumed oiuiraent. 
The Pharisees in general trusted in 'themselves, that they 
were righteous, and despised others. When Simon saw -that 
Jesus suffered this woman thus to approach Him, he sus- 
pected that he could not be a prophet, or He would have 
commanded such a sinful woman to depart from his pre- 
sence> But Jesus spoke a 'parable to correct his mistake: 
If a very rich man had two debtors, one of whom owed him 
many pounds, and the other only a few pence ; and if ilie 
creditor should freely forgive them both, neither would have 
any thing to boast of; but he who had most forgiven, woiild 
feel himself laid under the strongest obligations. So, as all met) 
are sinners against God, and can have no hope but frotn His 
free mercy, those who are most deeply humbled on account 
of their own guilt, will feel the strongest emotions of love 
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luid gratitude for pardoning mercy. This stands on record, 
at once to humble the most virtuous, and to encourage the 
UDOBt deeply penitent. Matt. viii. x. xii. Mark ii. iii. 
Luke vi. vii. 

QUESTIONS. 

Whither did Christ go after the feast of tabernacles ? 

What miracle did Christ perform in the *synagogue on the Sabbath- 

Whom did Jesus send forth, and for what purpose ? 
What were the names of the twelve *apostles ? 
For what purpose did a Roman *centuriou apply to Christ? 
. Wherein were his humility and faith discovered? 
What miracle was performed at Nain ? 
Where was John (he Baptist at this time ? 
For what purpose did he send his disciples to Jesus? 
Why did Christ lament over the cities of Galilee ? 
What happened when Christ dined at the house of Simon, a 

•Pharisee? 
What was taught by the parable of the two debtors ? 



VI. The Ministry op Christ continued. 

When Jesus next went through the towns of Galilee, he 
cured a poor creature possessed of a devil, and who was both 
deaf and dumb. The common people reasoned among them- 
selves, that certainly this must be the Son of God, but the 
spiteful ^Pharisees ^blasphemously accused Jesus of casting 
out devils, by agreement with the chief of the devils. 

One time, when the * Pharisees demanded some special 
ngn from heaven, that '* He was the Christ," Jesus told them 
they should have no further sign than the miracles lie was 
continually working, except that as Jonah, the prophet, after 
being cast into the sea and swallowed by a fish, was raised 
again to preach to the people of Nineveh, so the Son of 
Man, after being dead and buried, should rise again, and 
shame their unbelief. Jesus also told them, that the people 
of Nineveh, who repented at the preaching of Jonah, and the 
queen of Sheba, who came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 
would rise against them in the judgment-day, and condemn 
them who had rejected a greater than either Jonah or Solo- 
mon. While Jesus was speaking, one of the company said, 
" How blessed was the mother who had borne and nourished 
such a Son !'* but Jesus said, " Those rather are blessed who 
hear the word of God, and keep it." At this time Jesus spoke 
many instructive * parables, which he afterwards expl^^^i 
to his disciples, — such as the wheat and tares — the pp 
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growth of corn — the leaven — the pearl of great price, and 
the net of fishes. 

As Jesus went towards the lake or sea of Gralilee, which 
he was about to cross, several persons came and professed t 
wish to follow Him ; but each made some excuse for delay, 
which proved him not sincere ; and Jesus told them, that 
none would be his accepted disciples but those who willingly 
relinquish whatever may stand in the way of obeying his 
commands. As Jesus and his disciples croised the lake, 
there arose a mighty tempest ; the disciples were filled with 
alarm, but Jesus was asleep. They awoke Him, ^and said, 
** Master, carest thou not that we perish V* Jesus reproved 
them for their want of faith, and then rebuked the winds 
and the waves, and said^ — " Peace ! be still !" and immedi- 
ately there was a great calm. When they reached the other 
side of the lake, there met Jesus a man possessed of a 
devil, or indeed of many devils, — so fierce that no means 
could tame or confine the subject of this terrible malady. 
The devils were constrained to acknowledge Jesus ; and at 
his command to quit their hold of the poor creature, who 
immediately became calm and rational, and was found sitting 
at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind. He 
begged to be permitted to accompany Jesus wherever He 
went ; but Jesus told him rather to go home to his friends, 
and to tell them what great things God had done for him, 
and had shewn mercy unto him. The devils besought 
Jesus that they might enter a herd of swine which were 
feeding hard by; Jesus permitted them, and immediately 
the whole herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea. 
(If these swine belonged to Jews it was unlawful for them to 
keep them ; and thus they were punished for covetousness 
and disobedience.) The Gadarenes, who dwelt on that coast, 
were so terrified at this miracle, that they besought Jesus to 
depart from them. They would have acted much more 
wisely, if, under a conviction of his great power, they had 
besought Him to extend to them his mercy, and to remain 
among them, and teach them what they must do to be 
saved. 

At Capernaum, Christ and his disciples abode at the house 
of Matthew, who had been a '^publican. While there, Jairus, 
the ruler of a ^synagogue in that place, came and intreated 
Jesus to have compassion on his little daughter, who lay at 
the point of death. Jesus immediately accompanied Jairus. 
As they went, the crowd surrounded them ; among the rest 
was a 5VQman, who had been diseased with an issue of blood 
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twelve years, and could obtain no relief. Such was her 
fiuth in the power of Jesus, that she said, ** If I may but 
touch the hem of his garment, I shall be made whole." She 
therefore came behind, and touched Him, and immediately 
she was completely cured. Jesus asked who touched Him ? 
The disciples thought it was merely the crowd pressing upon 
Him ; but He said that virtue had gone out for healing some 
one in particular. The poor woman then fell at his feet, and 
confessed the truth ; and Jesus answered her, — " Daughter, 
go in peace ; thy faith hath made thee whole." Meanwhile, 
A message came to say, that the ruler's daughter was dead. 
Nevertheless, Jesus proceeded to the house, saying, " Be 
not afraid, only believe. Weep not ; she is not dead, but 
sleepeth." All the people assembled laughed Him to scorn, 
as knowing that she was dead. But Jesus having put forth 
all except the three disciples, Peter, James, and John, and 
the father and mother of the damsel, took her by the hand, 
and said unto her, " Maid, arise !" and immediately she 
arose, and walked, to the astonishment and joy of her before 
afflicted parents. 

Jesus was then followed by two blind men, who came to 
Him in the house, and entreated Him, saying, — ** Thou Son 
of David, have mercy upon us." Jesus asked them if they 
believed that He was able to restore their sight ; and added, 
** According to your faith be it unto you :" and their eyes 
were opened. After this, a man dumb and possessed with a 
devil, was brought to Jesus. He expelled the evil spirit, 
and restored the roan to speech and reason ; but the Phari- 
sees again wickedly charged Him with doing it in league with 
devils. Matt. viii. ix. xii. xiii. Mark ii. iii. iv. v. Luke 
▼iii. ix. 

QUESTIONS. 

To what did the Pharisees ascribe Christ*8 power over devils? 

What sign was given to them, that Jesus was the Christ? 

What miracle occurred as Christ and the disciples crossed the lake 

of Galilee? 
What happened when they reached the coast of the Gadarenes ? 
What effect was produced on the Gadarenes by this miracle ? 
For what purpose did Christ visit the house of Jairus ? 
What took place as he vrent there ? 

What miracle was wrought on two men who applied to Christ? 
What was the last miracle mentioned in this section ? 

Vn. The Ministry of Christ continued. 

About this time Jesus again visited Nazareth ; but the 
people there were strongly prejudiced against Him on account 
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of the poverty of his circumstances, and the meanness 
of his origin ; and, because of their unbelief, Jesus did not 
many mighty works among them. Passing then throu|[^ 
the cities of Galilee, Jesus was moved with compassion for 
the people, who were in a state of spiritual ignorance and 
destitution, as sheep having no shepherd : and he sent forth 
the twelve ^apostles by two and two, into every place whicb 
He was about to visit, to call the people to repentance, and 
to proclaim to them that the kingdom of heaven was at 
hand : they were also to perform miracles of healing, as Jesus 
himself did. The twelve soon returned with joy, saying, 
** Lord, even the devils are subject to us in thy name." 
Jesus assured them, that farther triumphs awaited bis 
Gospel ; but told them to rejoice yet more in a personal io!- 
terest in its blessings, for it would avail little to have done 
wonderful works in the name of Christ, and, after all, not to 
have received Him, and given themselves up to Him as their 
Saviour. 

The fame of Jesus had now spread widely abroad, aod 
had reached the ears of Herod, so that he was very desirous 
of seeing Christ. This was not merely curiosity to see a 
celebrated person, but arose partly from the apprehensiom 
of a guilty conscience. Herod had long since put John ti>e 
Baptist in prison for his faithful reproofs, on accoimt of 
Herodias, (see p. 1 62), and be had lately been prevaile4 <»^ 
by that wicked woman to put the prophet, to death. AX-j^ 
great feast, the daughter of Herodias danced before Herodi 
and so delighted him, that he vowed to grant her any request 
she might make. At her mother's suggestion, she asked £ot 
the head of John the Baptist. Herod was averse to comply 
with this request; but having committed himself, he sent an 
executioner, and beheaded John in the prison. On hearing 
the fame of Jesus, Herod fancied that John was risein from 
the dead, and permitted to do these mighty works. Oh ! 
what a tormentor is an accusing conscience ! 

Jesus and his disciples then crossed the sea or lake of 
Tiberias, and went to Bethsaida. The people went round 
the lake on foot^ and so arrived at the same place ; there 
Jesus preached to them, and healed the sick. As the even- 
ing drew on, the disciples proposed to send the people away 
to get themselves food ; but Jesus said they need not depart, 
*' give ye them to eat." The disciples said they had but a very 
small quantity of food— no more than five barley loaves and 
two smdl fishes — and the multitude was about five thousand 
men, beside women and children. Jesus commanded : t}^m 
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^ to sit down on the grass in companies of fifty each ; and 
then, having blessed this food, He so multiplied it, that it 
tiffiyrded an abundant meal for this vast company, and twelve 
kukets full of fragments were gathered up. 

This miracle convinced the people that Jesus was the ex- 
pected Messiah ; and concluding, according to their vain 
itacpectations, that He was come to set up a worldly king- 
dom, they resolved to take Him by force and make Him a 
king ; but Jesus departed before they were aware ; and 
kaving sent the disciples across the lake. He returned to a 
mountain alone to pray. The wind was contrary, and the 
disciples were nearly exhausted with toiling and rowing, 
when, towards morning, they saw Jesus walking to them on 
the water. At first they were affrighted ; but Jesus said, 
** It is I ; be not afraid." Peter, somewhat rashly, asked 
leave to come to Jesus on the water ; but his faith and cou- 
rage failed, and he began to sink. He cried to Jesus — 
** Lord, save, or I perish ;'' and Jesus took him by the hand, 
and reproved his want of faith. They then both entered 
the ship, and immediately reached Gennesareth, where they 
landed. Jesus there healed many diseases, and then went 
on to Capernaum, where He was followed by many who had 
witnessed the miracle the day before. Jesus read their 
hearts, and knew that a worldly mercenary spirit induced 
them to follow Him. He discoursed to them concerning 
himself as the Bread of Life — of which both the manna in 
the wilderness and the bread of which they had lately par- 
taken, were but ^tjrpes or * emblems. As their views were 
wholly carnal, and the Redeemer's doctrine spiritual, they 
took o£fence at his statements, and went away. Jesus then 
asked the twelve, " Will ye also go away V* Peter replied, 
in the name of all, " Lord, to whom shall we go ? thou 
hast the words of eternal life.'' Jesus then intimated, that 
though they all stood in so near and honourable a relation 
to Him, one of the twelve was a traitor, — alluding to Judas 
Iscariot, who aflerwards betrayed Him. Jesus knew all 
hearts, and all circumstances that would take place ; but this 
by no means influenced a wicked man to commit wickedness. 
On the contrary, every such intimation, was a warning to 
Judas to repent, and forsake a course that, if persisted in, 
would lead him to crimes far greater than he then contem- 
plated'. Matt. X. — xiv. Mark v. Luke ix. John vi. 

QUESTIONS. 

Why were the people of Nazareth prejudiced against Jesus? 
Why did Christ pity the inhabitants of Galilee ? .. - - 
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What did he do for theur instruction? 

What surmises did Herod entertain of Christ? 

What was the end of John the Baptist? 

What miracle was wrought in Bethsaida? 

What effect had this miracle on the people? 

Whither did Jesus go that ni^ht? 

Under what circumstances did he meet the discijdes Bgainf 

What instructions did Christ give to the people who followed him 

on account of the miracle? 
Why did they take offence and leave him? 
Did the twelve also forsake him ? 
What did Jesus intimate concerning Judas Iscariot? 

VIII. The Ministry of Christ contikued. 

While Jesus was at Capernaum the ^Scribes and *Phari8ees 
from Jerusalem came to him, and upbraided him with not 
keeping the traditions of the elders. Jesus condemned these 
traditions, some as absurd and ridiculous, others as con- 
tradictory to the laws of God, and all of them as of human 
authority, and unconnected with moral purity. These re- 
marks highly offended the Pharisees, and Jesus withdrew 
from them and retired to the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, 
which were inhabited by Gentiles. His fame soon spread ; 
and among other applicants a poor woman came to seek 
relief for her daughter, who was grievously tormented with 
a devil. Jesus at first treated her with apparent neglect; 
she was not discouraged, but repeated her request. Jesas 
then said, ** It is not fit to take the children's bread and cast 
it to dogs (in which light the Jews regarded all Gentiles). 
I am sent to the lost sheep of the house of the-Israd." 
This was only designed to try her faith and humility. She 
was humbly willing to be reckoned mean and worthless as a 
dog, yet promptly added, " But even the dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from the master's table." Then Jesus 
answered her, ** O woman, great is thy faith ; be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt ; and her daughter was made whole from 
that very hour." 

Jesus then returned by the coasts of Decapolis, and there 
healed one that was deaf and had an impediment in his 
speech. In this case Jesus took the patient aside and put 
his fingers into his ears, and spat and touched his ears, and 
looking up to heaven, sighed and said, ** Ephphatha — that is — 
be opened." Many other afflicted persons, hearing of the fame 
of Jesus, came to Him for relief, and He healed them all. 

A great multitude again remained about Jesus, listening to 
his discourses and observing his miracles ; after three days 
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their provisions were exhausted, and Jesus again multiplied 
a very small provision to supply their wants. Seven loaves 
and a few small fishes sufficed for four thousand men, 
besides women and children, and seven baskets full of frag- 
ments were gathered up. 

Jesus then crossed the lake and landed at Dalmanutba, or 
Magdala. There the captious ^Pharisees again desired a 
sign from heaven; but he gave them no sign but that of the 
prophet Jonah as a *type of his own resurrection. Again he 
crossed the lake, and by the way warned his disciples against 
the leaven, or doctrine and spirit, of the ^Pharisees and 
^Sadducees ; but they mistook Him to allude to their having 
forgotten to take with them sufficient bread. At Bethsaida 
Jesus cured a blind man gradually : He first spat on his eyes 
and asked him if he saw any thing ? the man then saw indis- 
tinctly — he saw men as trees walking. Jesus again touched 
his eyes, and he saw every thing clearly. 

They went then to the coasts of Cesarea Philippi, and 
there Jesus asked the disciples whom men took Him to be. 
They said, some thought Elias (Elijah), and others Jeremiah, 
or 'some other of the prophets. Then Jesus asked what 
they, the disciples, thought of Him. Peter replied, " Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus approved 
this noble confession, and declared that it was by the teach- 
ing of God that Peter was enabled to discern the great and 
glorious truth of his divinity ; and that upon this rock He 
would build his church, and the gates (or councils) of hell 
should never prevail against it. Jesus then spoke of the 
power conferred on his inspired apostles, as giving them 
the keys of the church ; from which we learn that what the 
apostles were ^inspired to preach and write, is to be binding 
on the faith and obedience of the church in all ages of time. 
Perhaps the disciples might imagine that the worldly pomp 
they expected was now about to be revealed; but Jesus 
checked such an idea by immediately predicting his own 
sufferings, death, and resurrection. Peter shrunk from the 
prospect of his Master's sufferings, and said, ** Be this far 
from thee. Lord ; this shall not be unto thee ;" but Jesus 
rebuked him^ and said, *' Get thee behind me, Satan. Thou 
art an offence to me. Thou savourest not the things of 
God, but those of men." Matt. xv. xvi. Mark vii. viii. 
Luke ix. 

QUESTIONS. 

On what account did the Pharisees upbraid Christ? 
Why did Christ reject the traditions of the elders? 
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Who applied to Clirist when he came. to the coastB of Tyre and 

Sidoii? 
Wliy did Ji'siis delay to answer her request? 
[low did JcsiK treat her at last? 
What hapiKMicd on the coasts of Decapolis? 
Whnt ])articulars attended the second miracle of multiplying food? 
Whut did Christ mean when he cautioned the diaciples against the 

K'uven of the * Pharisees and Sadducees? 
What {larticulars attended the cure of the blind man at Bethsaidat 
Whnt confession did Peter make at Cesarea Philim>i ? 
What was meant by giving the keys of the churcn I 
What did Jesus at this time foretell ? 



IX. The TRANsFiGtj ration. — Christ's Ministry 

CONTINUED. 

About a week after Christ had so particularly foretold hi« 
sufferings, He took Peter, James and John, and went up to 
Mount Tabor, where He was 'transfigured before them. 
1 1 is countenance shone, and his raiment became white and 
flittering. There appeared also Moses and Elijah in glory, 
talking with Jesus of his sufferings and death, which were to 
take place at Jerusalem. At first the disciples were over- 
powered with slumber; but when they awoke and beheld 
his glory, they proposed to build three tabemadea for 
Josus, Moses, and Elijah, to abide there. While they yet 
spoke, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from 
the cloud said, " This is ray beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased. Hear ye Him.*' The disciples were sore 
afraid, and fell to the ground. When they arose the vision 
was withdrawn, and Jesus alone remained with them in his 
usual appearance. He charged the disciples to tell no man 
what they had seen until that He should be risen from the 
dead. This prediction they seem never to have understood 
until its accomplishment had taken place. Then they re- 
membered with delight the words that Jesus had spoken to 
them. 

When they descended from Mount Tabor they found a 
crowd gathered round the other disciples. A father had 
brought his afflicted son, and in the absence of their Master, 
the disciples, who had sometimes been permitted to work 
miracles, attempted, but in vain, to afford relief. On seeing 
Jesus, the father of the child came kneeling to him, and 
saying, ** Lord have mercy on my son, my only child, a 
lunatic, deaf and dumb, sore vexed with a devil. This came 
on him from his infancy, and oft it hath cast him into the 
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(fare and into the water to destroy him ; but if thou canst do 
anything, have compassion on us, and help us." Jesus said, 
** If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that 
belie veth ;'* and the father of the child cried out and said, 
with tears, *' Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief!" 
JeauB then charged the foul spirit to come out of him, and 
to enter him no more; and the spirit cried and rent him 
sore and came out of him, and he was as one dead, so that 
many thought he was dead; but Jesus took him by the 
hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 

At Capernaum the collectors of *tribute for the support 
of the sanctuary (Exod. xxx. 1 3) applied for the payment of 
that tax. Jesus might justly have claimed exemption ; but 
He would not in anything give unnecessary offence, or appear 
to slight the observances enjoined upon the people. He 
therefore directed Peter to go to the sea and cast an hook, 
and in the mouth of the fish he should first catch he would 
find a piece of money, sufficient to pay the tribute for both. 

The dim^iples of Jesus were of^en found disputing which 
sbolild be chief among them. This was quite inconsistenjt 
with' the instructions and example of their Master. It shews 
thd mistakes and imperfections to which even good men are 
liable. Jesus reproved them by setting in the midst of them 
a little child, and telling them that he was the greatest who 
was most like a little child in meekness and humility. He 
alil^ inculcated on them the duty of forgiveness by the para- 
ble -of the servant to whom his lord had forgiven a great 
deal, but who fiercely exacted from a fellow- servant a trifle 
tbiM was due to him: As the lord, on hearing of it, was wroth 
with the unmerciful servant, and cast him into prison till he 
should pay his own debt," so," said our Lord, " will my 
heavenly Father do unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive 
not cfVery one his brother their trespasses." 

About this time our Lord called to him seventy other dis- 
ciples -besides the twelve, and sent them out to preach the 
Gospel, and announce his approach. 

The feast of *tabernacles was at hand. The brethren or 
relations of Jesus wished him to go up with them to the 
feast; but he remained behind, and afterwards went up 
privately. On the last and principal day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and proclaimed himself as the Water of life, free to 
every thirsty sinner. When He was seen teaching in the 
temple, diflierent opinions were expressed concerning Him. 
At length the Pharisees sent men to take Him and bring 
Him to them ; but those who were sent returned, saying, 

I 3 
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** Never man spake like this man !" The Pharisees were 
enraged at the impression produced by the ministry of Jesos, 
and called the people'accursed who believed on Him. Nico- 
demus (the ruler who formerly came to Jesus by night) said, 
" Doth our law condemn a man before it heareth him T 
For this he was himself reviled as a Galilean. 

The next morning Jesus came early into tlie temple. 
The 'Scribes and * Pharisees, in hopes to entrap Christ into 
giving an opinion contrary to the law of Moses, brought a 
woman taken in adultery, and asked what punishment should 
be inflicted on her. Moses commanded that such should be 
stoned. Then, said Jesus, ** Let him that is without sin 
among you cast the first stone.*' Their own consciences 
accused them of many sins as heinous as that of which the 
woman had been guilty, and they went out silently one by 
one. When Jesus was left alone with the woman. He said 
to her " Go, and sin no more." 

Jesus afterwards spoke of himself as the Light of the 
world, and He who alone could bestow spiritual liberty. 
But the proud Jews, who always boasted themselves in their 
outward privileges, said they were Abraham's descendants, 
and were never in bondage. Jesus told them that if they 
had been the children of Abraham in his faith, as well as by 
natural descent, they would, like him, have believed and 
rejoiced in the salvation of the Gospel. The Jews were so 
enraged at what Jesus said, especially his asserting his 
existence before that of Abraham, that they tried to stone 
Him ; but He passed away, and so escaped from them. 

When the seventy disciples returned and related their 
success, Jesus rejoiced and said, " I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and pritdent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight." 
The proud Pharisees, and Scribes, and priests, were wise and 
prudent in their own eyes, and they rejected the Gospel, 
while many who were humble and simple, like babes, were 
enabled to receive and enjoy it.* This affords great en- 
couragement to the poor and unlearned. They may be 
made wise unto salvation, if God himself becomes their 
teacher, and He has promised that He will give his Holy 
Spirit to those who ask Him. 

One of the *scribes, or *lawyers, came to Jesus, tempting 
Him, and asking what he should do to inherit eternal life. 
Jesus told him of the law, — Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and thou shalt love thy neighbour 
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as thyself. If we read this law with humble and enlightened 
minds, it will at once convince us that we are sinners, and 
cannot be saved by the law, but must seek salvation in 
another way; and since God has appointed and revealed 
that way, it would lead us to Christ for salvation. But th^ 
•lawyer had not read with such a spirit, and wishing :o 
justify himself, and conceal from himself and others his oti 
failures, he affected not to know whom he was to consider 
as his neighbour. Jesus then delivered the parable of the 
good Samaritan, which is intended to teach us to re^zrd 
every man as our neighbour who comes within the reach of 
any good office we can render him. 

Jesus then went to the house of a fimnlv at Bethanv, «ho 
were honoured with his peculiar friendship — Martha, )f ary, 
and their brother Lazarus. There they made a supper for 
Jesus and those who were with Him. Marv sac at Jesct' 
feet to listen to his instructive discourse ; but Martha ir-m 
too much cumbered in preparing the feast. She can>e :rj 
and said to Jesus, *' Lord, dost thou not care that my t i»ter 
hath lefl me to serve alone? bid her, therefore, that tb^ 
come and help me." But Jesus reproved the worldly mind^- 
ness of Martha, and conunended the piety of Mary, sayir.;^, 
" Martha, Martha, thou art careful and timbled about nuriV 
things, but one thing is needful, and Mary hath chosen that 
part which shall not be taken away from her.** — True reJijrIori, 
the care of our immortal souls, is that one thtn$r which ri// 
worldly interests can excuse our neglecting, or make up for 
the neglect. Matt. xvii. xviii. 3fark ix. Luke ix. x, 
John vii.' viii. 

QUESTIOXS. 

What took place on Mount Tabor a week afterward* ^ 

Who tLippemd with Christ when he was trsuuligared i 

Did the disciples understand Cbrist'i predictiV/ns? 

What miracle did Christ work on coming down frf/m th<r tu^i.:.\ 

What was the tribute demanded of Christ at Captnauift ? 

What miracle did he work in order to pay h^ 

What were die disciples apt to dispute about? 

How did Christ reprove them ? 

What disciples did Jesus send f<Mth besides th* tw-rk*-, *//': ' •- * 

were they to do ? ^ t ^ / 

What did Christ proclaim on the great day of tl*^ U:sui '-' *■" '-'^ 

nacles ? 
What answer did the officers bring Uj the •Miari»^;';t ^ho ^f-* *'^ "• 

to take Jesus? 
What did Nicodemus say on that orjtzxUm t i . j , 

What sentence did Christ pronounce im tU ftmuMt-Hh^^n 

Scribes and Pharisees brought to Him ir* tU tirwipK-. 
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V'...: - :i,. la.-.. ..• ■' :wzr**i * iuiiizsEZ. iiiiexced lo leach ? 



:>.tx-: -.!.:» iini*. :.i>i -i^rfcn&tf^ «f ie&^s begged Htm to 

:k.i uje^Ti :3 snT. Jsf «-:^ia AiHQ ^ac t&ngfat his diacipkt. 

ji' jiT^ ue*n v.af 3d:ir ^acw^cbrSiKi'e model, commonly 

-i..i«-i uk lj:<r*i i ;rx7^. JOiS «cioo«ri«d them to pray with 

. : r. ..Ti. .n:si:r-r.2riL7t. imi lcojL &t a»ajiog them, that as 

".IT . I sur«!:c9w ^Jo^uTL soTJc!. SK re»3y to fn^e good thingi 

-• z.r ;a ji.-'ic. = ii:i T:»;r* y" -^g u our HesTcniT Father 
- : ^-rr i.» H>ly Sptr.i imi rvMy aeiHiriii blessing to those 
» * : : ujl K -^ F.&BI o>£r L>ni ranixT iiioscrmted by sevend 
: 4 -!.:.::» : ibe msia Ji»kiu W«aa oi his friend : the unjust 
; zaL^ &2 i ibe £K|ionuaft::e vjdov : and especially the himh 
1-1* p«Jr}lxaa. who sscce spon h» breast, saying, God be 
-.•er : . :*il :o =»• a sisc-er 1 .lad «cm> was accepted and justified, 
.-i:r.rr ihan the proad. seii-rigfaieous Pharisee. 

A« Jesas thus canghc the people, one of the company 
ieti.-rd Him to sctde a di*po:e about worldly property. 
JvrftU't refused to iacerfere in such a case, and warned them 
a::aiEki: coretousness and worldly mindedness, by the parable 
or a r:ch man, whose whuie heart was in his cains, and who 
taJkeJ of enjoying them for years to come, when the same 
nli^.z his soul was re«uired of him. Jesus also cautioned 
his (issciples against over-anxiety, by assuring them of the 
crHi^cant care of Providence over them ; He also exhorted 
thvtn to be watchful and faithful ; givii^ them the parable of 
servants to whom * talents had been entrusted by their lord, 
»nd who, on his return, were reckoned with and rewarded 
according to their fidelity and diligence, or to their sloth and 
unfaithfulness. 

There were some present who mentioned the death of 
several persons by the falling of a tower in Siioam, and of 
others who were slain by Herod. Those who related these 
things seem to have imagined that the sufferers must have 
been sinners above other men, and that these were judg- 
ments of God against them ; but Jesus assured his hearers, 
that except they repented, they would all likewise perish. 
He then gave the parable of the fruitless fig-tree, which was 
sentenced to be cut down, but spared at the pleading of the 
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Vine-dresser, and new means tried to make it fruitful. If 
these succeeded, well, but if not, even the vine-dresser con* 
sented to its destruction. This parable applied both to the 
Jewish nation and to sinners in general; for God is long- 
suffering, and Jesus pleads for transgressors, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to repent- 
ance ; but for those who abuse this goodness and continue 
hardened in sin, there remains no hope. 

In one of the ^synagogues of Galilee, Christ, on the sab- 
bath'day, healed an infirm or crippled woman, who had been 
diseased eighteen years. The ruler of the synagogue was 
greatly offended at this ; but Jesus observed, that as common 
humanity would justify a man in giving a domestic animal 
necessary food on the sabbath, so it warranted healing this 
afflicted sufferer. 

Jesus then went on his way towards Jerusalem, to keep the 
feast of the 'dedication ; as He went He taught the people 
in parables, comparing the small b^innings of his kingdom, 
and its rapid and effectual progress, to the growth of a grain 
of mustard seed ; and to the effect of a little leaven on a large 
quantity of meal. 

At Jerusalem, Jesus cured a man who had been blind 
from his birth ; He anointed his eyes with clay, and com- 
manded him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam. He did 
to, and returned seeing. The Jewish 'council questioned 
the man concerning his previous blindness and the means of 
his cure, and when they could not gainsay the miracle, tried 
to persuade him that Jesus nevertheless was a sinner. For 
the plainness and firmness with which the man answered 
him, they put him out of the ^synagogue ; but they could 
not hinder either the poor man, or others who witnessed the 
miracle, from believing in Jesus as the Son of God. 

In the porch of the temple, Jesus discoursed to the people, 
and compared himself to a Door, or Way of access to God ; 
also as the good Shepherd, who loved the sheep, and gave 
his life for their ransom. In this discourse, He strongly 
asserted his own divinity and equality with Qod the Father, 
which so enraged the Jews, that they tried to stone Him ; 
but ' He withdrew secretly, and went to Bethabara, beyond 
Jordan.* As He went, some asked Him a curious rather 
than a profitable question, — whether there were many or few 
that should be saved ? Jesus gave them no direct answer, but 
bade them strive earnestly for their own salvation. Some 
of the Pharisees told Jesus that Herod sought to kill Him ; 
but Jesus feared not to encounter danger while working the 
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work of Him that sent Him ; besides, He knew that He 
should not perish out of Jerusalem. This led Him to bewail 
the obstipacy and blindness of the Jews, who, by their 
rejection of Him, were hastening on the destruction of their 
city and nation. He said, ** O ! Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that 
killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto 
thee : how often would I have gathered thy children toge- 
ther as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and 
ye would not." 

Dining at the house of one of the Pharisees on the sab- 
bath-day, Jesus taught his disciples to be humble, not 
anxious for distinction and applause; and to be charitable, 
doing good to those from whom they could expect do 
return. At this time, He cured a man of the dropsy, and 
shewed that it is lawful to do good on the sabbath-day. 
He also delivered the parable of the Great Supper, which the 
fust invited guests neglected, and were afterwards justly 
excluded, while the poor and wretched were invited and 
welcomed to the feast. This signified the rejection of the 
Gospel by the Jews, and the calling of the Gentiles. As 
great multitudes followed Christ, and professed to be his 
disciples, He cautioned them against the love of the world, 
and told them that, unless they could forsake all for Him, 
they could not be his disciples. Many ^publicans and 
sinners came to Christ to hear his doctrine, and were kindly 
received. This offended the proud ^Scribes and * Pharisees, 
and they reproached Jesus, saying, " This man receiveth sin- 
ners and eateth with them.^' Jesus defended himself by 
saying, that great joy was occasioned in heaven by the 
repentance and conversion of sinners, and therefore they 
ought not to be rejected on earth. He also spoke three 
parables to the same effect — that of a shepherd rejoicing on 
finding one lost sheep ; that of a woman on finding one lost 
piece of silver ; and that of the ruined prodigal who, on his 
penitent return, was joyfully welcomed by his forgiving 
father. 

About this time, Jesus spoke the parable of the unjust 
steward, to shew the wisdom of faithfully improving all that 
is intrusted to us, with a view to the account hereafter to be 
given. Another parable is that of the rich man, #ho lived 
in luxury and ungodliness, and at death went to a place of 
torment ; and of Lazarus, the beggar, who led a life of poverty 
and misery, but at death went to heaven. The rich man in 
hell desired some relief, which could not be afforded him, 
d then begged that Lazarus m\^t \>^ ^^\v\. \a Nrarn his 
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brethren on earth ; but the answer was, that if they would 
not believe and obey the Scriptures, ** neither would they be 
persuaded though one went to them from the dead.*' 

The Pharisees, about this time, questioned Christ respecting 
marriage and divorce, hoping to ensnare Him to say some- 
thing contrary to the law of Moses ; but in all things He 
inswered them wisely and well. There were also brought 
to Him little children, that He should put his hands on 
them, and pray. The disciples rebuked tliose who brought 
them, thinking that the application would be troublesome to 
their Lord. But Jesus graciously received the little children, 
and rebuked those who would have hindered them. He 
took the children in his arms, laid his hands on them, and 
blessed them, and said, '* Suffer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven." This is great encouragement for children now to 
seek his blessing ; though Jesus is in heaven. He will not 
despise or reject them. He loves those that love Him, and 
those that seek Him early shall find Him. Luke xi. — xviii. 

• 

QUESTIONS. 

What request did the disciples make to Jesus ? 

What prayer did He then teach them? 

What encouragement did He give them to pray? 

What dispute was Jesus requested to settle? 

Did He interfere with it? 

What parahle did Jesus deliver on the occasion ? 

What ftir^her instructions did he give the disciples ? 

By what parable did he recommend watchfulness and fidelity ? 

How did Jesus improve particular calamities ? 

What was taught by the parahle of the barren fig-tre6? 

What cure did Jesus work in the synagogue at Galilee on the 

sabbath-day ? 
What cure did he work at Jerusalem at the feast of *dedication ? 
What did he say that sd greatly enraged the Jews? 
In what language did Jesus bewail the impenitence of Jerusalem ? 
What miracle was wrought in the house of the ♦Pharisee, where 

Jesus dined on the sabbath-day ? 
What parahle was delivered there ? 

What did Christ say about receiving ♦publicans and *sinners ? 
What three parables relate to this subject ? 
What does the parable of the unjust steward teach ? 
What does the parable of Lazarus and the rich man teach ? 
How did Jesus receive the little children that were brought to him? 

XI. The Ministry of Christ continued. 

While in his retreat at Bethabara, and on his journey 
towards Jerusalem, Christ continued to give his disciples 
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many excellent initructions, — to avokl giving offence, to be 
always ready to f(»ririve, and to be humble under a constant 
hcnse of unworihiness and unproBtabieness. Having to- 
poas throuirh Samaria, He sent some of the disciples to 
make preparations for his arrival at a village of SamaTia, 
ISut the Samaritans refused to receive Him. The disciples, 
•lames and John, were indi'jnant at this treatment of their 
Master, and desired permission to call doivn fire from 
heaven to consume the inhospitable people, as Elijah had 
formerly done ^see 2 Kinsrs i.) But Jesus rebuked them, 
sayin|(, "Ye know not what spirit ye are of. The Son of 
Man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them." 

On several occasions, persons professedly desiring to fol* 
low Christ, who were actuated only by worldly motives ; to 
convince them how greatly they were mistaken, in expecting 
to make a f^ain of follow ini; Him, Jesus told them, " Fozei 
have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the Sob 
of Man has not where to lav his head." 

As they proceeded, ten ^lepers met Jesus, and standing 
afar off, besought Him to have mercy en them. Jesus told 
tiu'in to go and shew themselves to the priests: and as they 
wont, they were all cleansed ; but one only turned back, and 
with u loud voice gave glory to God, and he was a Samaritan. 
J OS US rensiired the ingratitude of the rest, and said to him, 
** AriNe, go thy way, thy faith hath made thee whole." 

In many of his discourses, Jesus spoke of the true nature 
tif luH kingdom, which both his disciples and the Jews in 
^riu'ral grt^itly misunderstood. He told them it would not 
vouw with outward pomp and show, but was even then 
Nilrntly CKtahlishing itself among (or within) them. He 
also Npoke of the (Icstruction of Jerusalem, which would be 
as NUiiilen and unexpected, though so expressly foretold, as 
till* (hxul that canu> upon the earth in the days of Noah. 

Aiuoufjt otliors who applied to Jesus for instruction, was 
.1 ytMing r\\\v\\ who inquired what he must do to inherit 
v\vi iiul lilr. JrsuK rcforrod him to the law, perfect obedience 
to wliit'h would insure the blessing. The young man must 
linvo Item hikUy ignorant, both of the requirements of the 
law of ImmI itiul (d* his own sinfulness and imperfection, for 
he :.aid, *' All ilieNe tilings have 1 kept from my youth up; 
what lack I yot /" JetUN then gave him another test: — 
** lio, Nell all that ihoii linMt, and give to the poor, and thoa 
itlialt havtt treaMure in lieawn, and eome follow me. But he 
went his way very sori'owt\il, for \w had great possessions;** 
and after all his professions, ho loved earth better than 
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tiMven. Jesus then warned his disciples of the danger of 
touting to riches, and-havincir the heart set upon them. He 
i1k> spoke of the rich reward that awaited those who had 
Anaken all for Him ; especially the twelve apostles, who, 
bving followed Christ, should hereafter sit on thrones judg* 
iBg the twelve tribes of Israel. 

The parable of the labourers in the vineyard, spoken 
•bout this time, represents that the Gentiles, though brought 
fai at a later hour of the day, should, through the mercy of 
God, be admitted to equal privileges with the Jews. 

At this time, Jesus received a message from Martha and 
Mary, at Bethany, to say, that his beloved friend, Lazarus, 
was sick. Jesus, however, forbore to go to them until La- 
sania had been some days dead and buried, in order that 
the glory of God might be more strikingly displayed in the 
miracle he was about to work. As Jesus drew near to 
Bethany, Martha met Him and fell at his feet, saying, 
*' Lord, if thou hadst been here my brother had not died.*' 
Jesus assured her that her brother should rise again. " Yes," 
she replied, " I know that he shall rise again in. the resurrec- 
tion at the last day." Jesus said, " I am the Resurrection 
and the Life ; he that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live." Martha declared her firm belief that 
Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, which should come 
into the world. She then called her sister Mary, who 
addressed Jesus much in the same manner, — and the sisters 
wept, and many Jews who came to condole with them wept, 
and Jesus wept. They then all went together to the grave 
of Xiazarus ; and in the presence of many witnesses, Jesus, 
having addressed his heavenly Father in thanksgiving, called 
upon Lazarus, and restored him to life by a word. Many of 
the Jews were convinced by this miracle, and professed their 
belief that Jesus was the Christ ; but others were only har- 
dened in their malice, and went and told the chief priests. 
A * council was then held, and Caiaphas, the high priest, ad- 
vised that Jesus should be put to death. Caiaphas was a 
wicked man, and spoke in bitter enmity against Christ ; but 
God caused him, unconsciously, to utter a true prophecy, 
that Jesus should die, not for that nation only, but for the 
sins of the whole world. An order was issued to take Jesus ; 
but He withdrew to Ephraim, a city in the wilderness. 

The feast of the *passover now drew near, at which time 
Jesus knew that He should suffer many things of the Jews, 
and be put to death. On the way thither. He told the dis-^ 
ciples these things ; but they could not understand or receive 
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his saying, but still expected that He would establish a 
poral kingdom. As a proof of this, Salome, the motl 
James and John, came to Jesus, and besought that he 
sons might sit, the one on his right hand, and the oth 
his leA, in his kingdom. Jesus replied, " Ye know not 
ye ask." He told them that they should share his auflbi 
and enter into heavenly glory ; but intimated, that all 
expectations of worldly grandeur were unfounded* The 
of the disciples were indignant against James and Jqhi ^ 
this request ; not that their views were more correct oi^a, ^ 
tual, but that all were alike ambitious of worldly distinci tf 
But Jesus reproved them all, and taught them by his i tfi 
example, that the truest greatness consisted in the deej d 
humility, and most willing service to others. g 

As they drew near to Jericho, two blind men cried # g 
Jesus, "Thou Son of David, have mercy on us I" -3 g 
multitude rebuked them, that they should hold their mm J 
but tliey cried the more earnestly, ** Thou Son of um g 
have mercy on us ! Lord, that our eyes may be openec | 
Their request was granted, and their sight restored* ^ 

As Jesus and his followers passed through Jericho, Z ' 
cheus, the chief of the ^publicans, having heard of tlie & I 
of Jesus, had a great curiosity to see Him. Being a ah * 
man, he could not get a sight in the crowd : he tberelbrB] i 
before, and climbed up a sycamore tree. When Jesus i 1 
proached, He called Zaccheus by name, and bade him has I 
down, for that He would pass the day at his house. S i 
cheus hastened down, and received Him joyfully. He p 
fessed liis faith in Christ, and proved his sincerity byi 
restitution to those whom he had injured, and by rati 
liberality ; and Jesus said, " This day is salvation come 
this house." Wherever the grace of God brings salvatk 
it teaches to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to K 
soberly, righteously, and godly in the world. 

Quitting Jericho, and proceeding towards Jerusalem, Jea 
Bpoke a parable very similar to one he had before vpcU 
but with some variations, of ^talents (or pounds) entrusted: 
servants, and rewards bestowed according to their diligea 
and fidelity : also the vengeance taken by the returning lof 
on his rebellious subjects. 

At Bethany, Jesus was entertained in the house of Sim j 
the leper. Lazarus was one of the guests. Martha assist | 
in serving, ahd Mary again sat at the feet of Christ. Han^j 
by her an alabaster- box, of very precious ointment of spil 
nard, she poured it upon his head and feet. There arosT 
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murmuring among the disciples, originating with Judas the 
traitor, against this alleged waste of the ointment, which 
(said Judas) might have been sold for much, and given to the 
poor« But Jesus, who reads the hearts of all, saw through 
Uie hypocrisy of Judas, and commended the believing libe- 
rality of Mary. It was usual among the Jews to ^anoint the 
bodies of their friends before they were buried ; and it appears 
that Mary was the first who discovered and believed the truth 
that Jesus would die, in order to his future exaltation. His 
death was now very near at hand ; and He declared that 
Mary had anointed his body to the burial, and that this pious 
act of hers should be honourably mentioned wherever his 
Gospel should be preached. 

Many were present at this feast, chiefly from a curiosity 
to see Lazarus, who had been raised from the dead. To pre- 
vent the fame of Jesus from spreading, the Jewish rulers 
conspired to kill Lazarus, but their designs were frustrated* 
Matt. xix. XX. Mark x. Luke xviii. xix. John xi. xii. 

QUESTIONS. 

What instructions did Jesus give to the disciples while in the retreat 

at Bethabara ? 
What insult did the Samaritans ofier to Jesus ? 
How did the disciples propose to punish them ? 
Were they permitted to do so? 
What did Christ tell those who would have followed him with the 

hope of gain ? 
What particulars attended the cure of ten lepers ? 
What question did the young ruler propose to Christ ? 
When Christ told him to keep the law perfectly, what answer did 

he make ? 
What did this answer shew ? 
When Christ told him to sell his possessions and give to the poor, 

how did he act ? 
What message did Jesus receive from Bethany? 
Did he so there immediately ? 
What did he do when he arrived at Bethany? 
What effect had this miracle on the Jews ? 

What ambitious request was made by Salome on behalf of her sons ? 
What miracle was wrought at or near Jericho? 
What particulars attended the conversion of Zaccheus I 
What evidence did he give of his sincerity ? 
What parable did Christ speak as he went up to Jerusalem ? 
What happened at the feast at Bethanjr? 
What remark did the disciples (especially Judas) make about the 

ointment? 
Did Jesus reprove or commend Mary? 
How did this act shew her faith ? 
Why did the Jews try to kill Lazarus? 
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XII. Curist's Entry into Jerusalem, and Discourses 

THERE. 

The next day Josus went on towards Jerusalem. When 
thcv reached the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his 
disciples to the village of Bethphage, telling them that they 
should Bnd a she-ass tied up with a colt, which they were to 
bring to Him ; and that if the owner questioned them, they 
should say, " The Lord hath need of them," and he would 
willingly permit them to come. They did accordingly ; and 
having brought the animals, the disciples cast their garments 
on them, and Jesus mounted one of them, and' rode towards 
Jerusalem, the multitude cutting branches from the trees, 
which they strewed in the way, or carried in their hands, 
with expressions of joy and triumph. Many in the city, 
hearing of Christ's approach, came out to meet Him, and 
both companies joined in singing *' Hosanna, blessed is the 
King that cometh in the name of the Lord !" Thus was fid* 
filled the prophecy of Zechariah, chap. ix. 9. 

The descent of the Mount of Olives commanded a full 
view of the city ; and as Jesus beheld it. He wept over its 
impenitence and approaching ruin, saying, " Tf thou hadst 
known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things that 
belong to thy peace, but now they are hid from thine eyes, 
because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation. For the 
days shall come upon thee that thine enemies shall compass 
thee round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay 
thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee." 
(This prophecy was literally fulfilled about forty years after- 
wards.) 

On entering Jerusalem, Jesus went to the temple ; and 
finding it (as before, John ii. 13 — 17) thronged with buyers 
and sellers, He again thrust them out. Many of the blind 
and the lame came to Jesus in the temple, and were healed 
in the presence of the chief priests and *scribes. On wit- 
nessing these miracles, the children in the temple cried, 
** Hosanna to the Son of David !" This exceedingly en- 
raged the priests, who endeavoured to silence them ; but 
Jesus said, ** Have ye never read. Out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?" Thus 
ancient prophecy received its fulfilment ; and (as on many 
occasions) they were referred to what was written in the 
Psalms concerning Christ. (Ps. viii. 2.) 

At this time there were many strangers come to Jerusalem 
to keep the feast. Among the rest, some Greek *proselytes, 



Christ's entry into Jerusalem. 189 

hearing of the fame of Jesus, desired to see Him, and begged 
Philip to introduce them. Jesus regarded this as an earnest 
of the success of his Gospel, in drawing together men of all 
nations. He besought his heavenly Father, to glorify his 
Dame ; and a voice from heaven proclaimed, " I have both 
glorified it, and will glorify it again." 

That evening, Christ retired to lodge at Bethany ; and 
returning early the next morning, He was hungry. Seeing 
a fig-tree full of leaves, He went to it to seek fruit ; and 
finding none, though it was the time of year when figs might 
be expected, he sentenced it to perpetual barrenness, — a 
lively emblem of the Jewish church and nation, which, having 
a profession of godliness, but bearing no good fruit, became 
accursed. Jesus again taught in the temple, addressing him- 
self chiefly to the common people, which greatly provoked 
the priests. He again purified the temple, and in the even- 
ing quitted the city : and the following morning, the disciples 
observed with astonishment, that the fig-tree had already 
withered away. 

In the temple the Jewish rulers challenged Jesus by what 
authority He did and taught thus. Instead of directly an- 
swering them, Jesus asked them what they thought of the 
authority of John the Baptist? This perplexed them, for 
the people thought so highly of John, that the rulers feared 
a tumult if they should speak meanly of him. If, on the 
other hand, they should confess that John was sent from 
God, the reply would be, Then why did you not obey him ? 
They therefore said they could not tell. ** Then," said Jesus, 
" neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things." 
Jesus then spoke the parable of the two sons ; one, who said 
he would obey his father's commands, and did not ; the other, 
who at first refused, but afterwards obeyed. This repre^ 
sented the conduct of the Jews, who professed much, but 
were disobedient ; and the Gentiles, who, having been dis- 
obedient, were brought to repentance and obedience. Ano- 
ther parable spoken ^t this time was that of a vineyard let 
out to unfaithful husbandmen, who, instead of bringing their 
lord the fruits, beat and slew the servants whom he sent to 
demand them, and at last slew his only son. This repre- 
sented the conduct of the Jews towards the prophets whom 
God had sent among them, and their rejection of Jesus 
Christ, his Son. The Jews could not help seeing the appli- 
cation of these parables, and were so enraged that they would 
have seized Jesus, only they feared the people. . 

By another parable Jesus shewed the danger of rejecting 
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the Gospel, as many who were invited refused to attend 
the marriage feast, and were afterwards excluded ; and the 
danger of professing religion without devotedness of heart 
and consistency of life, by the man who attended the feast 
without a *wedding*garment, and was thrust out and awfully 
punished. 

The * Pharisees and ^Herodians then tried to ensnare 
Jesua into saying something that they might represent as 
treasonable. They asked Him if it was lawful to pay tribute 
to Cassar? that is, if it was consistent with the law of Ood 
to acknowledge the authority of the Roman government? i 
Jesus asked them whose image was on the coin ? and said, I 
'* Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto 
God the things that are God's;" that is, obedience to the state 
as good subjects, and the obedience of religion to God. 

The *Sadducees then asked him an artful question about 
the resurrection; and the *Phari8ees, as to which was the 
greatest commandment. Jesus gave them two, which com- 
prebend the whole law, namely, that we should love God 
with all our hearts, and love our neighbour as ourselves. 
One of the * scribes admired the wisdom of this answer, 
and admitted that love to God and love to man were of far 
greater importance than mere outward ceremonies. Jesus 
said to this man, "Thou art not far from the kingdom of God." 
From this time they durst not ask Jesus any more questions; 
but He asked them how it was that David, in prophesying 
of the Messiah, who by descent was his son, spoke of Him 
as being his Lord ? (Ps. ex. 1.) This they could not answer, 
for they did not see that the Messiah was both God and man. 
After this Jesus sharply rebuked the *Scribes and ♦Phari- 
sees for their pride, hypocrisy, and uncharitableness ; and 
for their vain scrupulousness about every trifling thing, 
while they neglected the great duties of religion and mo- 
rality ; and He threatened them with speedy destruction. 

These things were spoken in sight of the treasury, where 
people brought their offerings for the sepport of the temple. 
Jesus saw many rich men cast in great gifts in a spirit of 
ostentation. One poor widow also came, and with a humble 
and sincere heart cast in two mites, which make a farthing. 
It was all she had, and Jesus said it was more than all the 
rich gifts of the proud. This should encourage us to do 
what we can, assured that God accepts, not according to the 
largeness of the offering, but according to the willingness 
of the giver. 

Jesus then left the temple, and entered it no more. The 
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prophet foretold that the glory of this latter house should be 
greater than the former. Hag. ii. 7 — 9. This glory con- 
sisted in the Messiah visiting and teaching there ; bi^t when 
the Jews rejected the Messiah, the glory of the Lord de- 
parted, and then their house was left unto them desolate. 

Op Mount Olivet the disciples pointed to the temple, and 
admired its goodly buildings ; but Jesus told them there was 
not one stone upon another that should not shortly be de- 
molished. He also foretold many dreadful calamities which 
would befall the Jewish nation, and issue in its desolation. 
He urged upon them the duty of watchfulness and prepara- 
tion for these events, and especially for the second coming of 
the Son of Man to judgment, when all the world would be 
assembled before Him, and divided and dealt with according 
to their several characters. In this discourse Jesus spoke 
the parable of the ten virgins, which is intended to shew 
that a mere profession of religion is unavailing without real 
grace in the heart ; also that of the talents, with the reward 
of faithful improvement, and the punishment of unfaithful- 
ness and sloth. He then plainly described the solemnities 
of the judgment*day. 

The next day the chief priests took council together to 
kill Jesus, and Jesus most plainly told his disciples of his 
approaching sufferings and death. The day after, Judas 
went to the chief priests, and offered to betray his Master to 
them for thirty pieces of silver. This was according to 
ancient prophecy. Zech. xi. IS, 13. 

On the same day Jesus sent forward two of his disciples 
to prepare for their eating the *passover in Jerusalem. He 
told them of a certain house where they should see a man 
carrying a pitcher of water. They were to follow him, and 
make ready for the feast in his house. This was a miracle, 
for if Jesus had not been divine, He would not have known 
exactly how a certain person should be employed in such a 
minute particular, at a precise moment of time. The dis- 
ciples did as they were commanded, and found it as Jesus 
had said, and at the appointed time Jesus and the rest of the 
disciples came to the place, and sat down to keep the feast. 

As they sat at table, the disciples fell into a vain dispute 
about superiority, whidh Jesus reproved, telling them it was 
utterly inconsistent with his doctrines and example. Still 
farther to enforce on them humility and brotherly love, 
Jesus took water and a towel, and stooped to wash the feet of 
the disciples. Peter at first refused to suffer his Lord thus to 
degrade himself; but He said, " What I do thou knowest not 
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now, but thou shalt know hereafter. If I wash "^ thee not 
thou hast no part in me." P^ter then said, " Lord, not mf 
feet only, but also my hands and my head." If we desire to 
be saved by Christ, we must be willing to be purified by 
Him; and must submit to many dispensations in his provi* 
dence, which we do not at the time understand, but whichf 
though they may be very painful, are designed to work about 
our real good. 

Having pressed on the disciples brotherly love, wbick Ha 
called his new commandment, Jesus promised great rewaida 
and honours to his faithful servants ; but intimated that ons 
then present would shortly afterwards betray Him. The 
disciples were greatly distressed at this intimation^ and each 
anxiously asked, '* Lord, is it I ? " 

The apostle John was particularly distinguished as the 
disciple whom Jesus loved ; on that occasion he sat next hit 
Lord, and, according to the reclining posture of the Jews at 
table, leaned on his bosom. They beckoned to him to pxen 
Jesus plainly to tell them who it was that should betray 
Him. Jesus then marked out Judas, by giving a piece of 
bread sopped in the sauce of bitter herbs eaten with the 
^passover supper. Judas then went out to pursue hit 
wicked purpose. After he was gone, Jesus told the rest 
that He was about to depart from them, and that they could 
not go with Him then, but should follow Him after wardh; 
Peter, who always discovered a warm and ardent spirit, 
said, " Why cannot I follow thee now ? I will follow thee/ 
to prison and to death. I will lay down my life for thy 
sake." But Jesus assured Peter that so far from remaining 
stedfast to these resolutions when the trial came, he would 
desert and deny his Lord. 

At the close of the *passover supper, Jesus took bread 
and blessed it, and brake and gave it to. his disciples, bid- 
ding them eat it, as a memorial or representation of bis 
body, which was about to be broken for sin. In like manner 
He took the cup of wine, giving thanks, and bidding them 
drink it, as an emblem of his blood, which was to be shed 
for the remission of sins. Thus He instituted the ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper, and commanded his followers to ob- 
serve it to the end of time, in remembrance of his sufferings 
and death, and in token of their partaking, by a lively feitli, 
of the benefits procured thereby ; as well as a means of coe- 
firming them in faith, love, and holiness. After singing a 
hymn together, they prepared to go to the Mount of Olives. 

Meanwhile, Jesus addressed to his disciples a most afibc* 
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tknate and consolatory discourse, forewarn! Dg them of ap- 
proaching trials, but promising to send the Holy Spirit, to 
grant the apostles all needful assistance in their special work, 
and to remain with the church for ever, to enlighten, sane* 
tify, and comfort all true believers. Jesus also declared, 
that the object of his going away, was to prepare mansions 
in heaven for all his faithful followers, and that He would 
come again and receive them to dwell with Him for ever. 
To ahew^how close was the union subsisting between Him 
and them, He compared himself to the vine, and his disci- 
ples to the branches, and exhorted them to bear much fruit 
to the glory of God. After this, Jesus prayed to his hea- 
venly Father, to receive Him to the glory which He had 
before the beginning of the world, and to bless and preserve 
His church on earth, in purity of doctrine, holiness of life, 
and unity of spirit, that so the world might be convinced 
that His religion was divine. He also interceded that all 
his followers might at last be admitted to share His glory. 

Jesus and his disciples then went to the garden of Geth- 
semane, on the Mount of Olives, a spot to which He often 
retreated. By the way. He again warned Peter of his ap- 
proaching fall, and declared that all the disciples would 
tbrsake Him. They all declared their purpose to abide by 
Him ; but they promised in their own strength. Before 
they parted, Jesus told them that He should rise again from 
the dead, and commanded them to meet Him in Galilee. 
Matt. xxi. — xxvi. Mark xi. — xiv. Luke xix. — xxii. John 
xii.— xvii. 

QUESTIONS. 

Where was Jesus going at this time ? 

For what purpose did he send two of his disciples to Betbphage ? 

In what manner did Jesus enter Jerusalem ? 

What prophecy was thus fulfilled ? 

What emotion did Jesus express as he descended the mount of 

OUvesT 
Was our Lord's prediction of the destruction of Jerusalem fulfilled? 
When Christ healed the blind and the lame in the temple, what 

honour was paid him by the children ? 
MThat did the priests say to this ? 
MThat prophecy did this fulfil ? 
What strangers were they who desired to see Jesus? 
What particular attestation was rendered to Christ in their presence ? 
Where did Christ lodge that uight? 
Why did he curse the fig-tree ? 
Of what was this an emblem ? 
How did Christ confound the rulers when tliey demanded his 

authority ? 

K 
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IM ctraisri wrrtMiM int nkAm. 

Vhtl jarablt* did Jnnt speak which expued the Jen 

and Kmily vnr^rd thent! 
Whu Ji«r*ble Trpreumti the danger of cqectjiig the Caqid, ■ 

pn^ausg il nithoul leol pkty.' 
Hov did tlK*PhBri>eMaDil ■Ilemdinns tiy to entrap Jenut M 

hvir did he ■nnrer tliem I 
Wliaf ^ntion ilid llie *SadducMs ad; FIFm ! 
What rmiark did one of the Sciibis mfike on oar Lord's 

th* Pli*mee5' 
Whcii the entrmiM of Chriit forbore t« quealioo Him, vba 

did Hf pat tci theni i 
What It relHtrd aWil the glAa to the treanir}- ? 
Wliat did Chriet farelcU ixmceming the temple aud dly || 

Jenasnlcin? 
What parablea vere spoken in lbi> oonnexion t 
Wlial great event did Jeaus plninly describe? 
Tfaat WH Jndos'a first act ot treacbtty '. 
What prophecy wai thua fulfilled .* 

Vlihher did Jesus send his disciples to prepare the Passover? 
B^ what aignificAnt action did Jesus eiUbrce ou ]m i\'Hn\ja 

tminility and brotherly lovef 
I> ithal manner did Jesm intiniDte Bis knowledge of the trea 

VW profcsaoas did Peter make ? 

What nrduMDce did Jesus instilute^ 

WliM v«s ibc great promise that Jesus made to his dioeqilea 

aboul to leave thiim ( 
ttov iong wu ibc lloly Spirit to remain in the church, and ijr 

vbal purpcoe! 
What were the particniar objccu of Christ's intercessorv prayert * 
Whither did Jmis and hia disdples go, when they left die honw 

where they bad kept the feast ? 

XIII. Christ's Soeferiuqs akd Death. 
On enteriiiK the garden, Jesua took with him only Pet^ri 
Jsines, nnd .lolin, and lett the rest of the disciples at a Iftlk 
ilistance, enjoining on them all to watch and pray, leat they I 
should enter into temptation. The mind of Jesus was noir 
absorbed in the great work of human redemption, the dread- 
ful price of which He was about to pay. Beginning to tie , 
amazed and overwhelmed in spirit. He withdrew alone to n ' 
secret spot, where He endured an awful agony, so that He 
sweat gieat drops of blood. This was according to the 34y- 
ing of [he prophet Isaiah : " The Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of na all. It pleased the l.ord to bruise Him. 
He bath put Him to grief. He bare the sins of luanT." 
[£ft, liii. Once and again, Jesus came to the iliree disciples, 
nnd found them sleeping, with aprrcw. He aaid to them,— 
" "yVhrit, could ye not watch with me one hour 7 Watch 



Christ's sufferings and death. 195 

and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. The spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." In His dreadful 
agony, Jesus prayed to his Father with strong crying and 
tears, saying, "- O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me : nevertheless, not my will, but thine be done!" — 
so keenly did the blessed Redeemer feel his sufferings as a 
man, yet so willing was He to endure all that was neces* 
sary for the glory of God and for the salvation of sinners ! — 
and there appeared an angel from heaven strengthening Him. 
As Jesus came the third time to his sleeping disciples, Judas 
entered the garden, with a band of men and officers, to seize 
Him ; and, according to a signal previously agreed on, the 
detestable traitor pointed out his Master, by coming to Him 
with seeming affection, and kissing Him. As the men ap- 
proached to seize Jesus, He said to them, '* If ye seek Jesus 
of Nazareth, I am He :" and his majesty and glory so over- 
whelmed them, that immediately they went backward, and 
fell to the ground. When they recovered from their con- 
Bternation, Jesus voluntarily gave himself up to them — only 
engaging that his disciples should be permitted to go their 
way. When the officers laid hold on Jesus, Peter drew his 
Bword, and smote the high-priest's servant, named Malchus, 
and cut off his ear. Jesus instantly healed the man's ear, and 
commanded Peter to put up his sword ; saying that He gave 
himself up, not from any want of power to resist, having 
legions of angels at command ; but that He might fulfil what 
iras foretold of Him in Scripture, and obey the will of his^ 
heavenly Father. Jesus also told those who came to take 
Him, that they needed not have come as against a thief, with 
swords and staves, since He had given them many opportu- 
aities of taking Him without tumult. Then all the disciples 
fbrsopk Him and fled. Here again was a fulfilment of pro- 
phecy^ for it is written concerning Him, (Zech. xiii. 7,) 
^ Smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered." 

Jesus was then conducted to the palace of Caiaphas, the 
higfa-prietft. Peter followed Him there ; but being charged 
by one and another with being one of Christ's followers, he 
80 far forgot his boasted attachment, as to deny thrice, 
and that with oaths and curses, that he even knew Jesus. 
Wkat a warning against self-dependence ! Surely, it becomes 
us to my,- " Lord, hold thou me up, and I shall be safe ; and 
liet not any iniquity have dominion over me." But, though 
Pet^ had thus gone astray like a lost sheep, he was not left 
to U9 guilty wanderings. No sooner had he uttered the 
Aird denial of his Master, than the cock crew a second time. 

K 2 
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fouhdl any cause of death in Jesus. Yet, wishing to please 
the Jews, he offered to chastise Him and let Him go. But 
the Jews vehemently demanded that He should be con- 
demned. It had always been the custom at that feast, for 
Pilate to release one Jewish prisoner. Hoping therefore to 
save Jesus without acquitting Him, though fully convinced 
6f his innocence, Pilate offered to the choice of the Jews, the 
innocent Jesus, or a notorious robber, traitor, and murderer, 
named Barabbas. But the multitude, set on by the priests, 
exclaimed, " Not this man, but Barabbas ;" and of Jesus, 
" *Crucify Him ! crucify Him !" Thus were several Scrip- 
tures fulfilled — " He was despised and rejected of men :" **He 
was numbered with the trangressors :" " He was led as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,'* 
80 he openeth not his mouth. See Isa. liii. Pilate then 
scourged Jesus, and led Him, clothed with purple and scar- 
letj and crowned with thorns, into the judgment-hall. There 
Ae soldiers mocked Him, and smote Him on the head. At 
this time, Pilate received a message from his wife, saying, 
^ Have thou nothing to do with that just man, for I have 
suffered many things in a dream this day concerning Him.'* 
Pilate once more tried to save Him ; but the Jews clamo- 
^asly said, " If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's 
frtend.'' At length he yielded to their clamour, and gave up 
^^stis to be crucified : but washed his hands, saying, " I am 
iiUiocetit of his blood." The Jews said, " His blood be 
upon us and our children." This act of Pilate was mer^ 
superstition and hypocrisy, and could in no degree release 
him from the guilt of condemning one whom he knew to be 
innocent. But the curse which the Jews called down has 
ever since rested on them and their children, nor can it be 
removed, but by their relying on that, blood which they so 
impiously shed. 

Jesus was then led away to be ^crucified, and at first 
compelled to bear the weight of his own cross ; but after- 
wards was relieved by Simon, a Cyrenian, who passed that 
way. Several women, who had before ministered to Jesus 
of their substance, now followed Him to Mount Calvary, 
weeping ; but Jesus said, " Weep not for me, but weep for 
yourselves and your children," — alluding to the dreadful 
ealamities that were coming upon the Jewish nation. 

'When they reached the place of execution, the soldiers 
oflercfd Him to dfink vinegar mingled with gall ; thus ful- 
fillTng'Psa. Ixix. 21 : but when He tasted thereof He would 
Hot arink. The soldiers then stripped off his clothes, and 
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divided tbem by lot, (in fulfilment of Psa. xxii. 18,) and 
crucified Him between two tbieves. Isa. liii. 12. Tben 
said Jesus, ** Fatber, forgive them, for tbey know not wbat 
tliey do." Tbus, in tbe extremity of bis agonies, so far 
from indulging a vindictive spirit. He even prayed for his 
cruel murderers ; and this prayer was answered, wben some 
of tbem were pricked to tbe heart, and sought salvation 
through bis blood. Acts ii. In all this, He not only suf- 
fered for us, but led us an example, tbat we should follow 
His.steps, who, when He was reviled, reviled not again ; when 
He suffered, He threatened not. 

In tbe most cruel manner was this Holy Sufferer reviled 
and scoffed by tbose that passed by — by tbe chief priests 
and *rulers, tbe *scribes and *elders, and by one of the 
tbieves who were crucified with Him. But tbe otber male- 
factor, in bis last moments, was toucbed with penitence and 
faith, and made a partaker of saving mercy. He rebuked 
his companion who reviled Christ, acknowledged tbe justice 
of bis own condemnation, attested the innocence of Jesus, 
and prayed to Him as the Lord of all : " Lord, remember 
me when thou comest into thy kingdom !" and Jesas said, 
" To-day sbalt thou be with me in paradise." This singular 
instance of divine grace, extended at tbe latest period of life, 
stands as a blessedencouragement to tbe penitent, under any 
circumstances, not to despair ; but it affords no just ground 
to any who defer repentance, to hope that tbey sb^ find 
Dardon in a dying hour. Now is tbe accepted time ! 
, Jesus looking down, beheld at the foot of the cross his 
mother, standing and weeping, and John, tbe beloved dis- 
ciple, standing by her. Jesus affectionately commended her 
.to bis care, and from tbat hour be took her to bis house, and 
was as a son to her. 

It was now mid-day, and a miraculous darkness overspread 
the earth, which lasted three hours, and evidently intimated the 
sympathy of heaven with tbe transactions of earth. When 
the darkness had ^passed away, Jesus, who, though in dread- 
ful agonies, still retained perfect consciousness, cried out, 
" My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me 'I" This is 
perhaps the most mysterious part of tbe whole scene. We 
jcan only account for it by tbe odiousness of sin in the sight 
of a Holy God, which caused Him to frown even upon his 
9wn Son, when he bore tbe sins of men. Jesus tben said, 
"J thirst," and tbey gave Him vinegar to drink. Having re- 
ceived it, He said, "It is finished', ¥ather, into thy hands I 
commit my spirit," and bo¥?ed\u%\\e«id>«Ckd%x^vt^^ ktthe 
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it the 'veii of the lemple was rent from the top 
to the bottom, at the very lime when the priests were assem- 
bled for the evening sacrifice ; signifying, as the Apostle Paul 
tells us, that by the rending of the flesh of Jesus, a new anil 
living way was opened into the holiest by his blood. Heb. x, 
20. There was also a great earthquake, by which the locks 
were rent ; and the graves opened, and many dead saints re- 
turned to life. The Roman *t;eiiturion, on beholding all these 
things, exclaimed, "Certainly this was a righteous man] 
Tiuly this man was the Son of God !" And those that came 
togedier at that sight, smote their breasts and returned. 
But several women, some from Galilee and some from Jeru- 
salem, remained to assist in the burial. 

As the eve of (he Sabbath drew on, the Jews were anxious 
to hasten the taking down of the bodies from the crosses, and 
brake the legs of the two thieves, to ascertain that (hey were 
dead; but, when tliey came to Jesus, He was already no 
evidently dead, that they brake not his legs. Thus was a 
*typical allusion fulfilled ; in which it was enjoined that not 
a bone of the 'Paschal lamb should be broken. Exod. 
xii. 46. But one of the soldiers pierced his side, and there 
came out blood and water; which at once proved the cer- 
tainty of hia death, and gave occasion to die literal fulfilment 
of prophecy: "They shall look on Him whom they pierced, 
and shall mourn." Zech. xii. 10. 1 John v. 6. 
. Joseph of Arimathea, a rich man, one of the Jewish council, 
who had not consented to their unjust deed in (he condemna- 
tion of Jesus, but who, indeed, was a disciple of Jesus, though 
secretly, — now went to Pilate, and begged permission to bury 
the body. Having obtained leave, he took down the body 
of Jesus, and with the assistance of Nicodemus and the 
women, he placed it in his own new tomb, intending, when 
the Sabbath was over, to 'embalm it after the n 



Jews. The good offices of Joseph and of Nicodemus verified 
the prediction that his grave should be with the rich. 
Isa. liii. 9. 

The sepulchre was hewn out of a solid rock, and a massy 
stone was placed at the entrance ; but this was not security 
enough for the restless Jems, who remembered the predictions 
of Jesus, that He would rise again on the third day. They 
therefore went to Pilate, and begged that the atone might be 
sealed, and a guard of soldiers set to watch it till after that 
period, to prevent any attempt of the disciples to steal the 
body, and say that their Master was risen. But the very 
precautions they took, by preventing the possibility of any 



deception, only served to coniirni the truth'of His subsequent 
resurrection. Matt. xxri. xxvii. Mark xIt. xv. Luke xxii. 
xxiii. John xviii. xix. 

i 

QUESTIONS. 

What took place in the garden of Gethsemana? . 

How can we account for the agony of soul endured by so righteous 

a person? 
How did Je&us pray in his agony? 
Was any succour afibrded Him f 

How were the disciples employed during their Lord^s agony ? 
Who entered the garden while Jesus and his disciples were there ^ 
In what manner did Judas point out to tiie soidiert which was 

Jesus? 
Did they immediately seize Jesus ? 
How did Peter attempt to defend his Master 2 
Did Jesus allow the oisciples to resist ? 
Could Jesus have resisted the force sent to take Him? 
Why did He not ? 

What Scripture was fulfilled in the dispersion of the disciples? 
Where was Jesus taken first? 
What charge was brought asainst Him? 
How did Peter act when addressed as a follower of lesnaf 
Was Peter ever brought to repentance? '^ 

Where was Jesus taken next? 
In what manner did the high-priest a^ure Him ? 
How did Christ reply? 
What advantage was taken of this? 

How did Judas act, when he saw that Jesus was condemned? 
When the Jewish council had condemned Christy why did they not 

order him to be executed? '■'."' 

What new charge was brought against Jesus before Pilaftef 
What was Pilate's opinion of Jesus? 
To whom did Pilate send Jesus ? 
What did Herod think of Jesus? 
If boih Herod and Pilate agreed that Jesus was Innocent, why Hi 

they not release Him ? 
Whom did the Jews prefer beforaJesus, and what was hia eharacter? 
Wliat particular insults were offered to Jesus ? 
What message did Pilate receive from his wife ? 
How did he affect to clear himself from shedding innocent Uood! 
What did the Jews say about it? 
By what death did Jesus suffer? 
', Who assisted in bearing the cross for Hihi? 
Who f(dlowed Jesus, and in what manner did he address them ? 
In what manner did Christ pray for his murderere? 
What is remarkable concerning one of the thieves onicified with 

Jesus? 
How did Jesus provide for his mother? 
What miracles attended the death of Jesus? 
What impression was produced t>iv the mind of the Roman 
ceutmaof 
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By what dreumstaiice was the death of Chriit aioertauied, and 
^^ -rebarkable prophecy fulfilled i 
^^W)m attended to the hurial of Jesus ? 

What was done to secure his tomb? ^ 

XIV. Thb R£surrectiok and Ascension of Christ. 



ery early in the morning on the first day of the week 
was a great earthquake; an angel rolled away the 
itone from the door of the sepulchre ; Jesus arose from the 
kadf'jhnd the guards fled in terror and dismay. 
'^^ aware of this, the women came to the sepulchre at 
Hfeak of day, bringing spices with them for ^embalming. 
fkn they went, they were concerned about getting the stone 
TCmoved ; (it appears that they were not aware of the guard 
being stationed there ;) but when they reached the spot, they 
bund the stone rolled away, and the body of Jesus missing. 
One of them, named Mary Magdalen, hastened to inform 
the diitoiples. During her absence, Mary (the wife of Cleo- 
phas) and Salome saw an angel, who told them that Jesus 
was risen, and bade them go and tell the disciples, especially 
Peter, that He would meet them in Galilee, according to 
his word. As these women went, Mary Magdalen returned, 
together with Peter and John, who went into the sepulchre, 
ind saw the linen clothes in which the body had been wrapped, 
carefully laid aside. They saw not the angel, but retired 
ffpm the ^sepulchre, greatly wondering. Mary remained 
weeping at the tomb; and looking in, she saw two angels 
litting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where 
the body of Jesus had lain. They asked her whom she 
sought, and why she wept ? She replied, '* They have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him." 
As^she still wept, Jesus himself addressed her. She knew 
him not, but took him for the gardener, and said, '* Sir, if thou 
have borne Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid Him, and 
I will fetch Him away." Jesus then said to her, " Mary !" 
She knew his voice, and said, " Rabboni, my Master!" 
Jesus then bade her go and tell the disciples that He should 
shortly ascend to his Father and their Father, his God and 
their God. As Mary Magdalen went, she met the other 
Mary and Salome, and as they talked together of what they 
had seen and heard, Jesus himself joined them, and con- 
versed with them. 

Meanwhile the other women from Galilee had come to 
assist in the embalming. They too found the stone rolled 
away and the body gone ; as they were greatly perplexedi 
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two angels stood by them and told them, that their LOrd 
was risen. They, too, hastened to the disciples and related 
what they had seen ; but they regarded their words as idle 
tales. 

When the report of the guards reached the chief priests, 
they gave large bribes to the soldiers to give out that the 
disciples had stolen their Master away ; promising to secure 
them from the punishment for sleeping at their post.. Some 
time that day Jesus appeared to Peter alone. In the even- 
ing of that day two of the disciples went to Einmaus, a 
village about seven miles from Jerusalem. As they went 
they conversed about their Master, and were sad. Jesus 
himself joined them, though they knew Him not. He en- 
tered into their feelings and circumstances, and explained to 
them that all these things had fallen out in exact fulfilmcDt 
of ancient prophecy respecting the Messiah. When they 
reached Emmaus, the stranger offered to proceed alone, but 
they persuaded Him to remain with them. As they sat at meat 
together. He broke bread and blessed it. Then they knew 
that it was the Lord, and He vanished out of their sight. 

The two disciples returned to Jerusalem the same hour 

. of the night, to tell the other disciples what had occurred. 

They found them rejoicing in the same glorious fact. " The 

Lord is risen, indeed, and has appared unto Simon ! " While 

, they were thus conversing, Jesus himself stood in the midst, 

^.Ani said, "Peace be unto you." He moreover ate with 

them, and reproved their unwillingness to believe what He 

]had so often spoken. He commanded them to go forth 

and preach repentance and remission of sins in his name to 

all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. At this time Thomas 

was absent, and when informed of what had taken place, be 

refused to believe that Jesus was risen, and declared that he 

would never believe except he saw and touched Him. 

A week after, Jesus again stood in the midst of the. dis- 
ciples, the doors being shut. Thomas was then among 
them, and Jesus invited him to observe and handle his 
wounds, and so convince himself that his Lord was indeed 
risen from the dead. He was then convinced, and exclaimed, 
**ky Lord, and my God!" 

Jesus next came to the disciples on the shore of the sea 

pf Tiberias. Several of them were fishing ; and having toiled 

. jn vain all night, in the morning Jesus spoke to them from 

^he shore, and directed them to cast in their nets on the 

" T(i^t sjde of the ship. They did so ; and now ■ they were 

hot able to draw for the multitude of fishes. Then they 
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^lEnew that it was die Lord. On coiuini; to shore they found 
a fire and fish laid tliereon, and bread. Jesus commanded 
ihem to prepare some of the fish ihey had just caught, abd 
He himself blessed and distributed the meal. After this .iesus 
conversed with the disciples ; questioned Peter as to whether 
he loved Him. Peter's love might well be doubled; but, 
with all his imperfections he was sincere at heart, and he 
appealed to Jesus, who could read his heart, " Lord, thou 
kuowest all things, thou knowest that I love thee." Jesus 
then repeatedly commsBded him to feed his sheep and his 
' lambs. He also foretold that in his old age he shoidd be 
IFUcilied for his sake. Peter inquired what was allotted for 
Lord reproved his vain curiosity, saying, " If 
mil that be tarry till I come, what is that to tliee ? Follow 
Hence a mistaken report went abroad that John 

f Alter this Christ appeared to about five hundred brethren 
t, once, on one of the mountains of Galilee. Then, and i 
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xplaiaed to his disciples the fuIGI- 
told tliem that all power was given 
n earth, and appointed them to go 
the earth. They were, however, to 
n Jerusalem until they should receive the promised 
gift of the Holy Spirit, and then to go forth into all the 
world, preaching salvation through faitb in his name, and 
baptizing into a profession of faith in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; Jesus promising to 
be with them, that is with his church, to the end of the 
world. To the first disciples he gave power 
racles, in order to prove the truth of the Gospel. 

Afler remaining on earth forty days, Jesus took his dis- 
ciples to Mount Olivet, and there, as he blessed them, He 
parted from them and ascended to heaven in their sight, 
riding on a bright cloud, Two angels were sent to comfort 
them with the assurance that Jesus would come again in 
like manner. This refers to his second coming at the last 
day, 'i'hey then worshipped their Lord, and returned to 
Jerusalem, there to wait the descent of the Holy Spirit. 

Many pariiculars of the life of Christ are not recorded, 
because they wou'.d too much have enlarged the narrative, 
and many would have been unable to procure or to read it : 
s recorded to convince us that Jesus was indeed 
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: of God, and to lead us to rely o 

and yield obedience to all his commands. 

Mark xvi. Luke xxir. John xx. xxl. Acts i. 
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QUESTIONS. . T 

When did JeauB rise from the dead? 

What became of the guards who watched his tomb ? 

^Vho first told the disciples that Jesus was risen from the dead! , 

To whom did Jesus first appear afler his risins; from the dead? 

What did the chief priests do, when the soldiers told them that 

Jesus was risen? 
What took place as the two disciples walked to EmmAns? 
When they returned to Jerusalem, how did the disciples receive 

them? 
What happened while they were conversing toi^ther? 
Which of the disciples was absent at this interview ? 
Did he believe the report of the other disciples ? 
Was he ever convinced that Jesus had risen from the dead? 
In what manner did Jesus manifest himself to the disciples at the 

sea of Tiberias? 
What conversation took place with Peter at this interview? 
What mistake went abroad concerning John ? 
To what promise did Jesus particular^ allude ? 
Where were they to remain till they had received it? 
What were they to do then? 
What ordinance did Jesus then institute ? 
What promise did He leave with the church ? 
What particular power was given to the apostles, and for whait 

purpose? 
How long did Jesus remain on earth after his resurrection ? 
In what manner did Jesus ascend to heaven ? 
What were the disciples told by two angels? 
What did they do then? 

Are all the particulars of Christ's life fuHy recorded? 
What is the design of the record given in concerning Jesus ? 

XV. The early History of the Church at Jcrusalru: 

The Acts of the Apostles may be regarded as a second 
part or continuation of the Gospel by St^ Luke* It begms 
by relating more particularly the circumstances of our Lord!s 
ascension from Mount Olivet, near Bethany^ and the testi- 
mony of the angels to his future return. The apostles 
immediately returned to Jerusalem, and being assembled 
together with the rest of the disciples, to the number of 
about one hundred and twenty, they chose Matthias by 
prayer and by lot to be an apostle in the room of Judas, 
the traitor, in whose transgression and death were oeen 
a remarkable fulfilment of prophecy. Ps. Ixix. 26 ; cix. 8» 

Ten days after Christ's ascension was the Jewish feast of 
^Pentecost. At this time the disciples were assembled toge- 
ther; the Holy Ghost descended upon them with the sound 
of a rushing mighty wind, and the visible appearance o£ 
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^nen tongues of lire, which sat upon each of them. Imme- 
^Bely they were enabled to spesk in varioos langn^n 
^Rcli they had never tesmcd, yet so as to be distinciljr 
inderstood hy men of different nations to whom ihe lan- 
guages ^ere familiar. This astonishing fact attracted great 
lotice, and those who came together surmised tariMis causes 
for what they beheld. But Peter stood forib, and assured 
tikeiu. that this was no other than the fulfilment of anciem 
prophecy concerning the times of the Gospel dispensation. 
Joel ii. 9S — 32. He declared that Christ Jesus, whom the 
Jewish rulers had crucitied, was, by the right hand of God, 
raised from the dead and exalted to glory, and Eiad [wured 
forth these miraculous gifts upon them. On hearing this, 
ri)e multitude were pricked to the heart, and anxiously 
[oired what they must do. Peter exhorted them to re- 
Ktance and faith in Christ for pardon and salvation, and 
a profession thereof by being baptized in his name. So 
isfu! was this first proclamation of the Gospel, under 
ifluence of the Holy Spirit, poured out by a risen 
IT, that three thousand persona were converted, bap- 

Bd, and added to the church; and their signal piety, 
ness, and mutual love, attracted many more to join them; 
1 the Lord added to the church daily of such as should 
p saved. 

■According to the promise of their Lord, the apostles were 
lued with the power of working miracles. As Peter and 
in went into the temple, they saw a poor man beting, 
o had been lame from his birth. They said to him, in the 
taring of many witnesses. Silver and gold have we none, 
t such as we have give we unto thee; in the name of 
^ .ma Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk. And immediately 
ft<raceived strength, and rose up, leaping and walking, and 
■ainng God. As the people crowded round, greatly won- 
Uing, the apostles assured them that what they had done 
• not by any power or holiness of their own, but in the 
me and by the power of.Fesus, who had been crucified and 
lin; but by the power of God raised and exalted according 
>' ancient prophecy. They ako called on them to repent 
id- believe the Gospel, which to them, as the desci^ndants 
f' Abraham, was first published atid offered. While they 
ere tlius speaking the priests and Sadducees came upon 
Wtn, being grieved that they taught the people, and 
traached through Jesus the resurrection of the dead. The; 
t the apostles (_Peler and John) in prison; neverthel 
;ir word took effect, for Dve thousand persoiwr 
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QUBtTlOKS. 

What became of ibe guardi who watched hu tomb 7 * 
Wbo fint told the dinciples that Jcsut was liaen ham A 
To whom did Jo«w first appear after hia risins from tpe 
What did the cliiof priests do, when the aolfien n|d 

Jesus was risen? 
What took place as the two disciples walked to EnttMh 
When the>- returned to Jerusalem, how did the dM) 

them .' '1 

What happened whQe they were conyerainig tq^ethcfl. 
wiiich of the disciples was absent at this intenriewl. ^ 
Did he believe the report of the other disciples f , 
Wa« he ever convinced that Jesus had risen Irom thS U 
In what manner did Jesus manifest himself to the ttft 

sea of Tiberias ? ^^ 

What conTenation took place with Peter at this ioteni 
What mistake went abroad concerning John ? -. ! 

To what promise did Jesus particularly allude? o 

Where were they to remain till they had received it!^^ 
What were they to do then ? 

What ordinance did Josus then institute ? ^ 

What promise did He leave with the church? ' ^ 

What particular power was given to the apfiBtleiy''ltf 

purpose? . IF 

How long did Jesus renuiin on earth after his tttanM 
In what manner did Jesus ascend to heaven? 
What were the disciples told by two angels? ^ 

What did they do then? 

Are all the particulars of Clirist's life fully recorded?'^ 
What is the design of the record given in concerning^ 

XV. The early History of the Church at J! 

; I 

: K 

The Acts of the Apostles may be regarded rti 
part or continuation of the Gospel by St, Lukcw 
by relating more particularly the circumstances ofl 
ascension from Mount Olivet, near Bethany, oni 
mony of the angels to his future return. I4 
immediately returned to Jerusalem, and being > 
together with the rest of the disciples, to the 4 
about one hundred and twenty, they chose M 
prayer and by lot to be an apostle in the rooii 
the traitor, in whose transgression and death . 
a remarkable fulfilment of prophecy. Ps. Ixix. i 

Ten days after Christ's ascension was the Jewii 
^Pentecost. At this time the disciples were assen 
ther; the Holy Ghost descended upon them with 
of a rushing mighty wind, and the visible app 
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coiHrerted to the &ith of Christ. Next day the apoetlee were 
Wought out and publicly examined as to what they had 
done. They stedfastly maintained that the lame man was 
healed by the power of Jesus Christ, ''who," said they, '* is the 
stone that was set at nought by you builders, but is becoine 
the head-stone of the corner. (Ps. cxviii. 22.) Neither is theie 
salvation in any other, for there is no other name given 
under heaven among men whereby we must be saved." The 
Jewish rulers, knowing that Peter and John were uneducated 
men, were astonished at the boldness with which they thus 
maintained their Master's cause ; and being unable to deny 
a notable miracle, which was obvious to the eyes of all the 
people, they dismissed the apostles, strictly charging them to 
speak no more in that name ; but they nobly replied that 
they must obey God rather than man. The apostles then 
returned to the rest of the disciples, and gave thanks to God, 
and prayed for the fiirther success of the Grospel ; and u 
they prayed the whole assembly was 611ed with the Holy 
Ghost, and they spake boldly the word of God. 

Such was the spirit of opposition against Christianity, thtt 
in all probability many persons in embracing the Gospel 
relinquished their worldly all, and must have perished but 
for the liberality of their brethren. Those who had great 
possessions in Judea, if they firmly believed the word of the 
Lord Jesus about the destruction of that country, would be 
inclined literally to obey that command, ** Sell that ye have, 
and give alms to the poor, and ye shall have treasure in 
heaven ; and come, follow me." Accordingly we find that 
those who had lands and possessions sold them, and the 
whole was thrown into one common stock, which the apos- 
tles distributed to all the disciples, according to their need. 
Among these was Barnabas, or Joses, a Levite of the island 
of Cyprus. He afterwards became an eminent preacher and 
apostle, and was called the son of consolation. 

But even in those earliest, purest days of Christianity, 
there were hypocrites in the church. This should teach us 
not to be disgusted at religion, or think there is no reality in 
it, because we may see or hear of some who hypocritically 
profess it now. At the same time it should make us anxi- 
ously concerned for our own sincerity, and lead us to adopt 
the psalmist's prayer, '* Search me, O God, and know my 
heart. Try me, and know my thoughts, and see if there be 
any wicked way in rae, and lead me into the way everlast- 
ing." The instance of deceit alluded to, is that of Ananias 
and , Sapphira, who, ha^ng sold an esute, and professed to 
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bring the wliole, kept back a part of tiie price. The apostle 
Peter charged ihem with having Jied to the Holy Ghost, and 
they were both struck dead by a word. Great fear came 
Bpon all who saw these thinga, and none durst join them for 
the sake of what they could gain; but those who sincerely 
believed were added lo the Lord in great numbers, both men 
and women, and many miracles were daily wrought by the 
apostles, so that sick people from all parts were brought lo 
them, aad all were healed of their several diseases. 

The preaching of the apostles, and the miracles by which 
iheir doctrine was attested, exceedingly enraged the priests 
and rulers, and they again put Peter and John in prison; 
but the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors 
and sent forth the apostles, saying, " Go, stand and speak in 
the temple to the people all the words of this life." In the 
looming, when the council was assembled, ihey sent for the 
apostles; but the officers returned, saying, that they found 
the prison doora aofely shut, and the keepers before the 
doors, but no man within. While they were all in great 
perplexity, wondering whereunto this would grow, one came 
and told tliera that the men whom they had put in prison 
were in the temple teaching the people. The captain and 
officers then went and brought them before the council, 
offering them no violence, for they were afraid of the people, 
who were convinced by their doctrine and miracles that they 
were sent of God, and ought not lo be opposed. The apo- 
stles never hesitated to go before the rulers and councilB for 
their Master's sake, for they had the testimony of a good 
conscience that they had dune no evil ; and ihe promise of 
their Lord was eminently fulfilled, to teach ihem what and 
how they ought to speak. On being charged by the rulers 
with disobedience in continuiRg to preach in the name of 
Jesus, the apostles boldly declared, that Jesus was the true 
Messiah, whom they slew and hanged on a tree; but whom 
God had exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give re- 
pentance and forgiveness of sins; that they were the wit- 
nesses of these things, and were commanded to testify them 
to the people ; and that the Holy Ghost also bore witness to 
their testimony by the miracles they were enabled to work. 

The council were enraged at the courage and firmness of 
the apostles, and proposed to put them to death ; but one 
of their number, named Gamaliel, advised them rather to 
leare the matter alone, for that if it proceeded from man 
..opposition were needless, it would soon of itself fall to the 
pound ; but if it proceeded from God, opposition was both 
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useless and dangerous : it could not be overthrown, and they 
would only bring upon tliemselves a curse by fighting against 
God. To this they all agreed, and having scourged the 
apostles, and again enjoined them to preach no more in the 
name of Jesus, they suffered them to depart. But they went 
rejoicing in the honour of suffering for the name of Christi. 
and continued daily to preach in the temple, and from hous^ 
to house. 

As the number of the disciples increased, it was found 
necessary to commit to other hands the distribution of the 
funds collected, that the apostles might be lefl at liberty tp 
devote themselves entirely to their grand work of preach^ 
ing the Gospel. Accordingly seven men were chosen to 
take charge of the poor. They were chosen by the dis- 
ciples in general, and set apart by prayer and by the lay-- 
ing on of the hands of the apostles; the measure gave 

feneral satisfaction. The names of the persons chosen wfere 
tephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmen^ add 
Nicolas. Of these men Stephen and Philip were the fnost 
eminent. Nicolas is supposed by some to have been thi 
founder of the heresy of the Nicolaitans, mentioned iii . 
Revelations, chap. ii. ; but this is very uncertain. At tliis' 
time the church grew exceedingly, and a great nnmbef of 
the priests were obedient to the faith. Acts i. — vi. 

QUESTIONS. 

What did the disciples do when their Lord had left them ? 

What is recorded concerning Matthias? 

In what manner was the promise of the Holy Spirit given to the ' 

disciples? 
What effects were produced on those who received it? 
What was the chief subject of the apostles' preaching ? 
What success had their preaching ? 
What was the first miracle they wrought in the name of Jetui 

Christ? 
How did the Jewish priests and rulers regard the apostles?' 
What reasons are assigned for the general division of property 

which took place among the first Christians? 
What was the crime of Ananias and Sapphlra? 
What was their punishment? 
What was done to the apostles Peter and John for preaching the 

Gospel? 
What miracle was wrought in their behalf? 
Did they afterwards desist firom preaching the Gospel ? 
Did they discover any fear or shame when taken before rulcn and 

magistrates? 
What measure became necessary as the number of the disciples. 

greatly increased? 
Who were the most famous of the seven deacons ? 
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, ; , SVI, Stephes, Pmu.ip 4»d Saul. 
5(epT)€a. ooe of ibe seven deacons, w^ a man eroinent fiiQ 
lalih, zeal and holy boldness, and nas enabled to work great 
miracles among the people. With sitigular trisdoni and cou- 
rage be disputed with those who opposed the doctrines of the 
Gospel ; and trLen they could not gainsay the force of truth, 
(hey got him accused before ilie 'council of blasphemy agiunst 
God. and against Moaes. When he was brought before the 
council thfy beheld a heavenly glory shining on his counte- 
nance, as if it had been the face of an angel ; but their 
opposition was nowise sofccned, and the high-priest chal- 
lenged him as ID the charges brought against him. (Stephen, 
in bis defence, gave an outline of the history of the Jews, 
proving that they were always a stubborn and rcbelUoUK 
people, who had trampled on the laws of God, sluin his 
prophets, and resisted his Holy Spirit ; and tJiat now they 
had filled up the measure of their iniquities by killing the 
Prince of life, whom God had sent among them. This so 
exaa]>erated the audience that they abruptly interrupted hia 
speech, and gnashed on him with their teeth. But Stephen 
looked upward, ai»d declared that he beheld the glory of God 
in Leaven, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
They then cried out agaJost him as a blaaphemer, drngKcd 
him out of the city, and stoned him to death. In his dying 
agonies he prayed for his murderers, saying, " Lord, lay not 
this sin to iheir charge ; " and having tmmmilted his departing 
spirit into the hands of the Lord Jesus, he fell nslceit. Ste- 
phen waa honourably buried, and greatly lamentctl by the 
disciples. 

Among the spectators of Stephen's •martyrdom was n 
young man named Saul, a zealous "Pharisee of the tribe of 
Benjamin. He gave his voice for the death of Steph«n, and 
kept the raiment of those who actually slew htm. Al^er (hia 
Saul continued grievously to persecute the church, npnring 
no pains to find -out any who were Christians, and committing 
them to prison, both men and women. His fierce and cru«l 
rage was the means of scattering the disci|)lea who had 
hitherto dwell together at Jerusalem. They were driven by 
persecution to strange cities throughout Judea nnd Samarih; 
but wherever they went they preached the gospel, and «innvi*H 
were converted unto God; so that the very circumsiAncn 
which seemed to threaten the destruction of the church wero 

overruled to its extension and establishment. 

LFhilip, one of the seven deacons, went to tlie <;Ity)ri 
' I and preached Christ, confirming his doetrmeV 
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ml many 4fl^^^| 
and were^^^^l 



ninclM- Mviy lick persons were healed, and d 
CMC oMt, and in consequence many believed and i 
* ted, and there was great joy in that city. _^_ 

Abwdi; tlxrae who were baptized was Simon Magust f 
fiefehraied 'sorcerer, nho^had long deluded the jieople. & (. 
U> have professed ihe Christian faith, not becauK^ >_ 
fd OD his heart and brought him to true repentant ] . 
of holiness, hut because he thought he could g^ |. 
it than by the pursuits he had foriDetly followed I 
irisy and coveCousness were soon brought to lighb L 
ipostlea still remained together at Jerusalem i bift 1^ 
when ibey heard that Samaria liad received the word of Gocli | . 
Peter and John came down to visit them, and to pray for ihi L 
new coaTerts, that they might receive the extraordinary gifb t 
of the Holy Ghost, which were only bestowed by laying (9 1 
of tbe bant^ of the apostles. When Simon Magus saw whtt L 
Blindea were wrought by those who received this pawer, Ite ' 
oflend money to the apostles, saying, " Give me aJso Urn i 

£wa, that on whomsoever I lay my hands he may receive I 
I Holy Ghost." But Peter indignantly rebuked him, saf- 1 
i^, " Thy nwikey perish with thee, because thou hast thou^ | 
that the gift of God may be purchased with money. T&m 
Last neither part nor lot in this matter i for thy heart is not 
liffht in the sight of God." " I perceive that tboti art in ihe 
gait of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity." Peter nevei- 
thelesa exhorted him to repeat of his wickedness, and to ptay 1 
Cod, if perhaps the thought of his heart might be forgiyea I 
him ; a proof that the worst are not to be regarded as beyond 
the reacn of tnercy while they remain on earth, where the 
Son of man has power to forgive sins. After this the apostles 
n!tum(!d to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in the dilFeient \ 
places ilirough which they passed. 

After their departure Philip was directed by the angel of 
the Lord to go into the southern road through the desejit 
between Jerusalem and Gaza. As he went he met with the 
Ueasiiret of Candace, queen of Ethiopia. Being a proselyte 
to ihe Jewish religion, he had been to Jerusalem to worshif*; 
Mod, on his return, sat in his chariot reading in the holy 
Scriptures the prophecies of Isaiah concerning tlie Messiah. 
(Iia. liii.) The Spirit intimated to Philip that he should go 
«nd address himself to this person : he did so, and asked 
hint if he understood the application of the passage he was 
reading. The Ethiopian coidessed his ignorance, and desiied 
that Pliilip would come and sit with him. He did so, and 
«xpUioed 10 bia the exact fulfilment of these Scripiures in 
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Jesus of Nazareth. He was fully convinced of the truth of 
what he heard, and as they came to water he desired to he 
baptized, to which Philip readily consented, saying, "If thou 
belie vest with all thine heart thou may est." No sooner was 
this sacred ordinance administered than the Spirit of the 
Lord caught away Philip, and the Ethiopian saw him no 
more ; but he went on his way rejoicing in the Saviour to 
whom his views had been directed. As for Philip he was 
found at Azotus (or Ashdod), a city of the Philistines ; and 
going on from thence he preached the Gospel in the different 
places through which he passed until he came to Cesarea. 

All this time Saul continued bitterly to persecute the 
church ; and not content with venting his bitter rage on the 
saints at Jerusalem, he obtained authority from the high- 
jpriest to go and search for them in Damascus also. As he 
drew near the gates of that city he was suddenly arrested by 
a bright light shining around him from heaven, and a voice 
accosting him in his own language, '* Saul, Saul, why perse- 
cutest thou me ? And he said, Who art thou. Lord ? And 
the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest ; it is hard 
for thee to kick against the pricks (or to resist truth to thy 
lown destruction) ; and he, trembling and astonished, said. 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?'* Thus was this 
obdurate rebel, through the riches of divine grace, melted 
and brought to submit in humble penitence at the feet of 
sovereign mercy ; and from that time his whole life was de- 
voted to preaching the faith he had so zealously laboured to 
destroy, and in honouring that Saviour whom he had so bit- 
terly opposed. Having lost his sight under this miraculous 
visitation, Saul was led by the hand into Damascus, where he 
remained three days without food. After that -Ananias, a 
Christian at Damascus, was commanded by the Lord to go 
to Saul, restore him to sight, baptize him, and regard him as 
a brother. 

[Most probably, during these three days of blindness, the 
Lord Jesus communicated to Saul that knowledge of the 
Grospel which he often afterwards said he received imme- 
diately from the Lord. (2 Cor. xi. Gal. i. ii.) He was, 
in consequence, placed upon a footing with the rest of the 
apostles, and was indeed the most laborious and successful 
of them all.] 

Saul immediately began to preach the Gospel in Damascus ; 
but all that heard him were greatly amazed at the change 
which had taken place in him. He afterwards went into 
Arabia and preached, and then retamed to Damascus, where 
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^eJewahy in wait to kill him ; but their plot was dlscove' 
4atl ilie (liicipleB Ici him down by the wall of the ctt^ 
'lOt, und itu he escaped. Three years afier^'ards lie 
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they « 
tearing that he was not in reality a disciple^ I 
but thai he assrtmed the garb of friendship the better 10 can] I 
ea faiB persecuting designa. But Saul was known lo Bi^ I 
■Bfasa, who introduced him to Peter and James, and rclsnA I 
b) them his conversion and snbseqiient conduct ; and llwd I 
ikoy filadly gave him the right hand of fellowshi]). He n- | 
nained with them fifteen days, preaching and disputing "i 
the Grecian Jews, who went about to kill him. Thisbeim I 
known to the brethren, they conveyed him hastily to Ceaam | 
Pliilippi, whence he removed to Tarsus, his native cln> 
Then the churches had rest from persecution, and were md- 
ttplied greatly and established in faith and holiness. Am 
Tii.— ii. ; also xxii. x\v\. 2 Cor. xi. xji. and Gal. i. 

What wa» Stephen's character t 

On what charge was be brought before the counci] ! 

JIdh did he addreu the prieiU otiil rulers f 

What extraordiiiBi^ manilratatiun was grsated him diu-ing hit tiull 
, In what manner did be die! 

What spirit did he discoTeri! 

Who vns one of tlie spectators of Steph 
what vfas his character? 

What took place among the disciples in oonsequen 
' Did ihii hinder the spread of the Gospel ! 

WhitlierdidPbilipgo? 
I J What success atlcndcd his ministry 1 

What was the cUurocter of Sinicin Magus? 
' How was hia hypocriiy detected ! 
' For what purpose was Philip sent to tlie road fr 

' What was the Glhitmian reading when Philip met 
How did Philip apply llie prophecy ! 
■ , Was the Ethiopian convinced that Ji ^^^ 

Where did Philip go aAerwards? ^^^| 

Did Saul live and die a persecutor? , 

When Saul became a Christian and preached the Gospel, how did 
' the Jews treat him '! 

XVH. Peter, Saul, Baunabas, anu Herob. 
After Peter's return with John from Samaria he went 
through the neighbotiring country. At Lydda he miracu- 
lously healed a man named Eneas, who had heon afillcled 
»»iih the palsy eight years. In consequence of thia, tnshy of 
the people of Lydds and Saron turned 10 the Lord.' ' '^ ' 
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tout lliis time, a disciple, named Dorcas, or Tabitha, 

at Joppa, a few miles distant from Saron. Sbe was 

lent for vo^ks of charity, and, in consequence, greatly 

d and lamented, t'eter was immediately Bcnt for, and 

ig prayed, he was permitted to restore her to life, to the 

joy of those who knew her, and (o the spread of the 

'X among others. Peter then remained at Joppn, loUg- 

the house of Simon, a tanner, until he wbs called thence 

qpen the door of faith unto the Geutiles." 

Gospel has one grand feature which distinguishes it 
he Jewish religion. That was conlined to one nation 
^ but the Gospel was 
"itions, for the okedietii:i; 
.tedly intimated, and eve 
:s intention; but the a 
itood their duly lu tlii 
:nem fay special revelati 
'At Cesarea dwelt Cornelii 

lot only upright and charitable in his deportment among 
but also liumble, devout, and desirous of divine in- 
tion. As he prayed, an angel was sent to encourage 
and to direct him to send to Joppa for the apostle Peter, 
should farther instruct him in the way of salvation, 
imelius immediately sent two of his household s 
ut soldier, to beg that Peter would cc 
him, Meanwhile, Peter also was prepared, fay div 
iaiion, for the visit he was to receive. As Peter w: 
house-top, praying, a[ 
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expressly declar 


ed. that auch 


pstles seem not 


at all to have 


respect, until i 


It was forced 



kinds of beasts, fowls, an 
a voice directed him to k 
Jewish laws, mnny distii 
a clean or uficlean; thtt 



g at the time very hungry, be 
a 'vision. A vessel, with all 
itiles appeared before faim, aud 
.nd satisfy liis hunger. By the 
ns were made between animals, 
iich as were or were not allowed 
for food and sacrifice ; and Peter bad very scrupulously ob- 
served thoBB laws. But, now the voice told him, that what 
<^id had cleansed, he should not regard as unclean; thus 
jimating, that all those distinctions about things in them- 
es indifferent, were now done away ; and especially that 
Gentiles, whom the Jews had been accustomed to regard 
unclean and despicable, were placed upon exactly the same 
'el witji themselves as to common society, and as to the pri- 
i^ of the Gospel. At this moment, the messenger* arrivedr 
admonished to go with them, nothing doubting. 
ral at Cesarea, be found a considerable assem- 
bouse of CorneliuB ; and having received 






>f the circumslances whicli led 
pToceedeif to acknowledge his convio 
resprcler of persons ; btu. that evetj 
uirer is accepted of Him, and ad> ii 
privilege! of His meriry in Jesus Christ. ^ 
Peter ib«n relaied to them the life, death, and resurreclion 
of Je»tu Chtiat, wham it was the business of the apostles to 
proclaim u the Saviour of sinners, and the Judge of quick 
and dead. Ashe thus spake, the Holy Ghost came upon hit 
Gentile hearers, in the tame manner as at first on the dis- 
eiplet, to ibe great ■stoniahtnent of Peter and the Jewish 
brethren who accompanied him. As it was thus made evi- 
dent that Gentiles were sdinitied to receive the blessings of 
the Gospel, Peter hesitated not to admit thein to its ordi- 
Bances. They were immediately baptized. 

When the other apostles and disciples in Judea heard thai 
Peter had been among Gentiles, they charged him trith having 
broken the Ian; but whi^n he related to them the circmn* 
Stances by which the path of duty was made known to liim, 
dtey were not only satisfied with the steps he had taken, but 
rejoiced and glorilied God, saying, "Then hath God granted 
to the Gentiles repentance unto life." 

Meanwhile, the other disciples, scattered by persecutioii, 
bad carried the Gospel wherever they went, not only thrfiugb 
lude.i and Samaria, but as far as Phenice, Cyprus, and An- 
tioch. At lirst, they confined their message to the Jena 
vid 'proselytes dwelling in those places ; but, when they 
beard of Peter's receiving Cornelius, tfaey spoke also to the 
Grecians at Antioch, preaching the Lord Jesus, and a great 
multitude believed and turned unto the Lord. On hearing 
of this, the church at Jerusalem sent Barnabas, (mentioned, 
p. 206, ili.) to visit the disciples at Antioch. He rejoiced 
greatly in the grace of God manifested to them, and exhorted 
them that nith purpose of heart they should cleave unto the 
Lord. His visit was greatly blessed, and much people were 
«dded unto the Lord. He also went to Tarsus to seek Saul, 
ud brought him to Antioch, where they continued above a 
year, assembling with the church and teaching the people; 
and the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch, 

During this lime, a prophet from Jiidca, named Agabus, 
Tisited Antioch, and foretold a grievous famine. In prospect 
of this, the Gentile converts cheerfully contributed for the 
relief of their brethren in Judea, and sent their gifts by the 
bands of Barnabas and Saul. 

At this lime, persecution against the Christians «■: 



, SAUL, BARKABAS, AND HEROD. 

newed by Herod Agrippa. This Herod was grandson to 
Herod the Great, who slaughtered the infants al Bethlehem, 
(p. 157,) and nephew to Herod Aniipas, who caused John 
the Baptist to be beheaded, (p. 1 72.) He slew with the sword 
James, the son of Zebedee and brother of John, and appre- 
hended Peter during the feast of the Passover. Peter was 
committed to prison under a guard of four *<iuar tern ions of 
soldiers, and was to be brought forth to public execution as 
Unceasing prayer was made in 
s behalf; and in the night previous to his 
vas awakened and released by an 
I of the prison. He went to the 
house of Mar)', the mother of John Mark, where many were 
gathered together, praying for him. At first they could 
scarcely believe for joy. When they were somewhat calmed, 
he related to them the circumstances of his deliverance, and 
sent tidings thereof to James (the brother or near relation 
of Jesus) and to the brethren. 

Herod was greatly enraged at the defeat of his hitentions, 
and commanded the guards to be put to death. Shortly 
afterwards, Herod went down to Csaarea, and there received 
blaapheiTtous adoration ; on which, an angel of the Lord 
smote him with an horrible disease,— he was consumed of 
worms, and expired, Thus (he Lord hath ordained his 
arrows ajrainst the persecutors; but he knoweth how to de- 
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The Gospel continued to spread ; and Saul and Barnabas 
Iiaving discharged their commission at Jerusalem, returned 
Tg&ntioch, taken with them John Mark. Acts ix. — xij. 
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Tiat miracle was wrought by Peter at Joppa? ' 

la the character of Dorcas? 

re the circuinitanccs that led Peter to go to Ceiarea! 
w came Cornelius the Gentile to Bend for him ? 
Qiat effect had thepreacbing of Peter on Cornelius and his irienda? 
■sa Peter blamed by the other dieciplesfor going amon? Gentiles? 
my more Gentiles brought to embrace the gospel: 
instance of liberality was shewn by the Gentile converla to 
' ■their brethren in Judea ? 
*Where were the disciples first called C 
What king began to persecute the Christian 
Which of the apostles did Herod slay ? 
..Wliicb did he imprison with intention to put to d< 

r there any thing remarkable in the circumstances of Petff 
liverance? 
I beffcil Herod ahorlly aftorwarils? 
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[•XVIli. St. Paul'« FinsT AptwTOlicAi. Jouhney 

GCNTILES. 

In the cliurcU at Antioch ihere wen 
leaclirri. From among them, Saul a 
lected, by expresa revelation, and Bern to preach ilie Go»j«l " 
fc the remoter Gemiles. Having been set apart wiih fasiiqe [■ 
*n(] prayer, ihcy went lo Seleucia, and thence to CypntB,tf | 
Which ialc Barnabas was a naiire. At Salamis, or tlie eitsteni | 
part of the island, ihey preached to the Sews, and thence wW V 
to Paphox, on the western coast, where Sergius Paului, itffi t 
deputy -govern or, desirud to hear ihem. His attention seemed 1 
to be awakened hyihe truths of the Gospel. But the presdl- | 
ing of iho apostles was withstood by Elymas, or Bar-jesui, I 
**orcerrr, who endeavoured lo turn- away the deputy (Vam 
believing llie Gospel. 'I'hen Saul, (who is also, and hence- ' 
forth, generally called Paul.) under the immediate inftuenceand 
authority of the Holy Ghost, struck him with temporary Uind- 
nesa. This miracle iuUy convinced the •proconsul or deputy, 
and he embraced the caiise of Christ. From Paphoa, ihey 
went to Perga in Patnphylia, where Mark deserted ihem, txii 
returned to Jerusalem. They then proceeded to Antioch, in 
Pisidia, where the rulers of the synagogue invited them on 
die Sabbatli-day to address the people. On this occasion, 
Paul briefly recapitulated the dealin^'B of God with Abraham 
and his descendants to the time of David, and proved, from 
many prophecies, that Jesus, whom the Jews hud crucified, 
W»» the true Messiah. He also preached the doctrine bf 
forgiveness of sins, and justification through faith in Christ, 
and declared the danger of rejecting Him. 

On ihe Jews quitting the synagogue, the Gentiles desired 
that tlipse things might be repeated to them on tiie following 
Sabbath ; and many of the Jews and 'proselytes visited Paul 
and Barnabas, and received further instructions. But the 
unbelieving Jews contradicted and blasphemed. The apostles 
testifled against them and turned to the Gentiles, many of 
whom believed. But the Jews stirred up persecution against 
the apostles, and drove them out of the territories. They 
shook off' the dust from their feet, (as the Lord had com- 
manded, Mark vi. 11.) and deparced to Iconium. 

At Iconium many, both Jews and Gentiles, were convinced 
by the preaching of the apostles, — ^the Jews siill opposed 
them i but ihey preached boldly, and confirmed their doctrine 
by miracles. Being aware that that the Gentiles and Jews 
Jiad conspired to stone them, tiiey fled to Lysira and Derbe, 



ST. FAULB FIRST JOUttMKY AMOBa IBB SBirTILai 

Cities of Lfcaonia, wliere they preached with good succesti i 
There -ihey miraculously cured a man lame from his blrlH. 
The people, supposing them to be gods, atieuipted to worship j 
knd do liacrilice to them, and could scarcely be restrained I 
even vhca the aposiK'S preached to ihera the Irue God. , I 
Some Jews from Antioeh and Iconium, having followed ' 
Uie apoEiles to Lycaonia, prejudiced the people against theni, 
and persuaded ihem to stone Paul, who was taken out of tti« 
city for dead; but he miraculously revived, and the next { 
day departed thence, and passed through many cities wherj^ ■ 
ibey had before preached, coniirming the souls of the diw. I 
ciples, warning them that Christians ttiiist expect muc^fl 
tribulation, and commending them to God in fervent prayer* I 
Tliey then passed through Pisidia, Fam^hylia, and Fer^ [ 
to Aitalia, on the coast of the Mediterranean sea, and thence 
reiitmed to Aniioch in Syria, and remained some time iviih 
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t Antioeh. some Jewish believers ab \ 
B the Gentile converts the observancQ' f 
« of Moses. Paul and Barnabas vrith^ ] 
ind at length vrent up, accompanied b 



i other brethren, to consult the apostles and elder 
Jeruaalem. On their vray through Phenice and Samariu 
tbey rejoiced the brethren, by announcing the conver 
tlie Geutiles, which they also declared in Jerusalem, 
believers of the sect of the 'Pharisees still pleaded for tl 
observance of the ceremonial law ; but Peter appealed to tbe*^ 
case of Cornelius, as a proof that penitent believers, whether I 
Jevfs or Gentiles, were alike acceptable to God. Jamei' 
called their attention to ancient prophecies, which intiti 
the bringing in of the Gentiles ; and on the whole it 
agreed that the Gentiles ought not to be burdened with c 
monial observances, but should be recommended lo abst^ 
from some things, which, though commonly practised a 
the Gentiles, were odious in the sight of the Jews, and 
of them indeed, in themselves, grossly criminal. Togeth« 
with Barnabas and Saul, Judas, Barsabas and Silas were sett 
as the hearers of this communication to the Gentile churchel 
After much pleasant and prohCable intercourse, BarsabI 
returned to Jerusalem, but Silas remained with Paul an3" 
BarnabaB. Acts xiii. — xv. 

After this, we know very little of the history of St. Peter. 
His first epistle was written about this time, and the aeooo d 
many years atierwards, to his old age. Ancient historiqj 
inti^rin U3, that he was crticilicd with his head dovn 
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at AH expression of shame for having denied his Lord wai 
Master. This was ahout the year 66. I 

QUeSTIONS. 

How came Saul and Bamahaa to leave Aniioch? 

Whom did they meet with in CVprus denrons of hearing the Gospel? 

By whom were the apostles witnstood? 

What was the result? 

When Paul preached in the synagogue at Antioch, what did' ths 

Gentiles desire? 
How did the Jews act? 
What miracle was wrought in Lycaonia? 
What effect did it produce on the minds of the people? 
What happened there afterwards? 
After the return of the apostles, what distarhed the efaiirch at 

Antioch in Syria? 
How did Paul aud Barnabas regard this quettian? 
What decisbn did the uiostles at Jenisalem c^me to on the sulgeeli 
What do we know farther of the apostle Peter's histoiy? 

XIX. St. Paul's Second Apostolical Joubnet among the 

Gentiles. 

Ahout two years afterwards, Paul and Bamahaa proposed 
to visit the churches they had planted ; but on accowu of a 
disagreement about John Mark, they separated. Barnabat 
took Mark, his nephew, as his companion to Cypnuy mi' 
Paul took Silas, and went through Syria and Cilicia, canfinal* 
ioff the churches. -. • 

In Lycaonia they met with Timothy, a young diso^iki^ 
hishly esteemed among the brethren. He had had the pri- 
vilege of a pious education, and had learnt the Scriptnras kk 
his childhood, from his pious mother and grandmother^ JM^ 
and Eunice, (2 Tim. i. 5 ; iii. 15) : hence, he was weU qnali-^ 
fied for the work to which he was now called. Paul loek 
him as the companion of his ministry, and hianame, togeiher- 
with that of Silas (or Sylvanus) is joined with that 4» ■ Parii 
in several of the epistles. 

Paul and bis companions passed on, commuuicating to thi 
churches the decrees relative to the Gentile, convmrss, whjdu 
greatly rejoiced them. They then passed through Phrygiiif 
and Galatia with much success. Being forbidden, by alK^ 
vine intimation, at that time to preach m Asia» or to prgseed: 
from Mysia to Bithynia, they came to Troas^aivd there^-iaa': 
vision of the night, Paul was invited to Maoedoiua. -Aa-j 
cordin^ly, they proceeded thither, and abode in Philif^, ^^ 
chief city of that part of Macedoi^, anda colony* TherftOS: 
the Sabbath-day, they visited a Jewish ^oratory by the.nfsr/ 
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gide, and addreited the worshippers. A woman, named 
Lydia, of the cityof Thyattra, was there. The Lord opened 
her heart to receive the truths she heard. She believed and 
was baptised, as well as the other members of her household 
who were with her, and the apostles were invited to abide at 
her house. 

During their stay there, they cast out of a certain damsel, 
a spirit of ^divination. This greatly enraged her masters, 
who had been accustomed to make a gain of her. They 
stirred up the people and the magistrates, and got Paul and 
Silas imprisoned^ and their feet made fast in the stocks. So 
far from being discouraged by persecution, at midnight Paul 
apd Sjilaa prayed, and sang praises to God, and suddenly a 
great earthquake opened the prison doors, and loosed all the 
bonds of the prisoners. The jailor, in the utmost conster- 
nation, ftn at the feet of Paul and Silas, and said, " Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved ?"* They directed him to believe 
on. the Lord Jesus Christ as the Saviour of sinners, and 
preached the word of the Lord to him and to all that were 
m his house : and he and all his were baptized immediately, 
beUeww and rejoicing in God. 

The chy fbUowins, the magistrates commanded Paul and 
SQmm to be released ^ but they, as Roman citizens, refused 
ta depart iinless personally requested by the magistrates ; 
wMbfc beii^ complied with, they visited the brethren in the 
house of Lydia, and departed. This was the foundation of 
the church to which St. Paul addressed one of his epistles. 

Riid and his company then proceeded to Thessalonica, 
w1i6i« PMiI reasoned with the Jews in the synagogue three 
Sabkath^^hys, shewing the fulfillment of the Scriptures in 
Jeste of vNasareth* Some were convinced; but the unbe- 
lieriiig^' Je^s gathered a mob, set the city in an uproar, and 
aaaiiidled the house of Jason, where they expected to find 
Paid' and Silas': not finding them, they took Jason and others 
befinre the magistrates, charging them with treason. But 
the ' magittratea took security of them, and released them. 
PmI and Silas then went to Berea, where they preached. 
TiMl.B^eaaa discovered much candour and greatness of 
milid4n!.aearehiBg the Scriptures, and by them examining the 
apotdeV doctrine ; in consequence of which many believed. 
Biit^ tiie lews from ThessaJonica foUowed the apostles to 
BeMa, and exeited the minds of the people against them. 
PnlithcB went to Athens, leaving Silas and Timothy at 
Beraa'v Init he soon afVer sent for them to follow him. T\'hile 
w«ifiA|f it'Atbeiia for hb compaiiions, Paul was deeply 

l2 



2£0 ST. Paul's second journey amono the gentiles* 

aJTected at witnessing the idolatry of that polite city, and he 
discoursed with the Jews and others. The ^Epicurean and 

* Ethic, or *Stoic philosophers, attacked him, and he was 
brought to the ^Areopagus, and Questioned concerning his 
doctrine. From Mars-hill he aadressed the people, de* 
daring unto them the true God, whom they ignorantly wor- 

* shipped. He asserted the spirituality of God iji opposition 
to their graven images ; the universal dominion of God in 
opposition to the heathen idea of different gods ruling ovqr 
different provinces, and the claim of these diings on the at- 
tention of all who heard them, seeing that God would judge all 
mankind, of which He had given an assurance in the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead. As Paul thus spake, 
lome mocked, hut others believed, — in particular Dionysius 
the ^Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris. Though 
not mentioned in the Acts, it is concluded, that when Siu» 
and Timothy arrived at Athens, and brought tidings of the 
afflictions and persecutions endured by the Thessalohian 
converts, Paul sent back Timothy to establish and comfort 
them. (1 Thess. i. 6; ii. 14—16; iii. 1 — 5.) Paul then de- 
parted to Corinth, where he. found Aquilla and Priscilla, 
Jews from Rome, and converts to the Christian faith. He 
lodged with them, and wrought, for they were of the same 
occupation, — that of tent makers. On the Sabbath-days, he 
preached in the synagogues, and wrought many miracles. 
(See 1 Cor. i. 6, 7 ; ii. 4, 5 ; xii. 4 — 1 1 ; xiv. ; S Cor. xi. 5; 
xii. 12, IS.) 

When Timothy came to Paul at Corinth, and brought tidings 
of the stedfastness of the Thessalonian converts, the Apostle 
was greatly comforted, and preached yet more boldly that 
Jesus was the Christ. The Jews opposed and blasphemed ; 
then Paul declared himself clear of their blood, and turned 
to the Gentiles. Quitting the synagogue, he taught ii) the 
house of Justus, and many believed and were baptized, 
among whom were Crispus, the ruler of the synag^rue^ and 
all his house. Paul wrote the First Epistle to the '^lessalo- 
nians to express his joy, on hearing by Timothy of their 
faith and stedfastness, and shortly afterwards, the Second. 
He also wrote the Epistle to the Galatians about the same 
time. 

When the Jews opposed and persecuted Paul, he was en- 
couraged in a vision of the night with assurances that the 
Lord would protect him from his enemies, and give success 
to his nainistry. Accordingly, he remained at Corinth a 
year and a half, during which time a numerous church itas 
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raised, the members of which were eminent for spiritual 
gifts.' The Jews, enraged at PauVs success, seized upon 
him, and accused him before GaHio, the *proconsu1 of 
Acbaia : but he, perceiving it to be a religious rather than 
a civil question, forbore to interfere with it. Sosthenes was 
beaten before the judgment-seat ; yet even then Gallio re- 
fused to regard it. 

Afler remaining yet longer at Corinth, Paul set off for 
Jerusalem, accompanied by Aquila and Priscilla. On arriving 
at Ephesus, He reasoned with the Jews. During this visit, 
the church was formed to whom the epistle of St. Paul was 
afterwards addressed ; also that of the Saviour, (Rev. ii. 1 — 7.) 
.The apostle was pressed to remain longer at Ephesus, bat 
being desirous of reaching Jerusalem for the approaching 
^passover, he took his leave, promising to return. He left 
' Aquila and Priscilla, — sailed from Ephesus, — landed at Ce- 
aarea, — went up to Jerusalem, and presented to the church 
there the contributions he had raised for them among the 
Gentile churches. 

From Jerusalem Paul went to Antioch, and tarried awhile ; 
after which he went regularly through the churches of Ga- 
latia and Pbrygia, wliich is called his third apostolical jour- 
ney* Acts XVI. — xviii. 

QUESTIONS. 

Hew long did Paul and Barnabas remain at Andoch after their 
return from Jerusalem ? 
. When they next went out, why did they not travel together ? 

What young minister afterwards accompanied Paul and Silas ? 

What do we know of Timothy's early history ? 

What is mentioned concerning Lydia? 

Where did Lydia's conversion take place ? 

Did any thing else remarkable happen at Philippi ? 

How were Paul and his comjpany treated at Thessalonica? 
. What is said of the Bereans : 

What were the (^lef topics of Paul's speech at Athens ? 

With whom did Paul lodge at Corinth? 

When the Jews at Corinth opposed Paul, in what manner was he 
encouraged? 

How long did he remain at Corinth ? 

How ^d Gallio treat the Jews who accused Paid ? 

Where did Paul and his friends go next? 

With what particular object did Paul visit Jerusalem at that time ? 

XX. Apollos. — Paul's History up to his Appeehension 

IN Jerosalbh. 

While St. Paul was passing through Galatia and Phrygia, 
Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was 




a iDRii of fervonl emI, elo<|uent sildreBs, and great knotH 
in the Holy Scriptures ; ami lie inught diligently the ll 
•f the Lord, knoning only the baptism of John. A' 
And Priscilla instructed him further in the truths of the G 
pel, and then he settled in Corinih. where he became *■ 
■ently Hncccsiful. 

While Apollo* was at Corinth, Paul again visited Ephestm, ■ 
and remained there three years. He found there some tlii- ^ 
.ciples quite ignorant of the effuiion of the Holy Spirit, • 
having been baptized into John's baptism. Having &ither < 
inatrucied them, and ndminutcred to them Christian baptim, • 
he laid hia hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost, < 
and were enabled to speak with other tongues, and "prophet]', 

■ For three monthg, I'aul preached the Gospel in the synt- 

■ gogue; hut aflerwarda, being greatly oppoaed, he reliD' 

Juished that, and fur two years debated in the arhooltf 
yrannuB. During this period, the name of the Lord Jeras 
became extensively known in Asia, and in all probabiltiy 
the rest of the seven churches were formed, to which our 
Iiord's messages were addressed. Ktv. ii. iii. 

Paul having wrought special miracles in Kphesus, s«reR 
"exorcists, the sons of Sceva, a Jew, attempted to imltm^ 
them, and adjured an evil spirit, in (he name of Jesus, whom 
Paul preached ; but the poBsessed man fell on them, beat 
them, and obliged them all to flee. By this occnrreiKt 
many were convinced ; and among those who believed, some 
having formerly had recourse to "magical arts, freely con- 
feased their deeds, and burned their unlawful books, the pria 
of which was found to be fifty thousand pieces of silver> 
Such was the constraining influence of the novd of God. 

Ac this time, St. Paul purposed to pass through Mace- 
donia and Achaia, visiting the churches at Philtppi, Thessi-' 
lonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, &c. and then to go on' to 
Jerusalem, and afterwards to Rome. With this view he 
Bent forward into Macedonia, to prepare the minds ofthe 
■disiriples for raising a contribution on behslf of the piaor 
Roints at Jerusalem, which he would collect as he passed vti 
his journey. This journey, however, was considerably-^ 
layed, and Paul remained some time longer at Epheaus. J'' 
Not long afterwards, St. Paul was assaulted by Demeiriiis, 
a silversmith at Ephesua. His trade consisted chiefly in 
AitakiHg little silver shrines, images, or models, of the fatnoue 
temple of Diana there, which were sold to the worshippMs, 
When many were' brought to believe the Gospel, the dctnaad 
for these idolatrous fooleries is B great t 
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ini«nttc(I Jepartui'<^, anil citntinued bis apecdi tjtt oijiliuglii, 
•A yoiinx man named Gutijchus being overcame with sleep, 

£11 <l(>t*n. and was taken up d«ad ; but P^iil came <)t>wi3 and 
iracuiously restored him to life. He tlien continued hit - 
ditcaurse, and broke bread tviili the disciples. 

On the morrow they departed. As the apostle hasiend 
to he at Jerusalem for tlie feast of Peniecosi, he did nm ! 
eall at Ephesus, but sent for the elders of that churclt tit 
meet liim at Miletus, where be gave ibem a most soli^ ! 
and uftectionate farewell address, telling them that they sho«lil 1 
aee his face no more, but expressing the most magnanimgus 
willingness to meet bonds, imprisonment, or death, so ihsi 
he might promote the glory of Chris), and Snish bis courie 
with honour and joy. After this address be kneeled dwa 
tnd prayed with them all ; and they all wept sore, and fell 
on PMul'ii neck and kissed faim, sorrowing most of all for liis 
testimony that they should see his face no more. 

The ap)Btle and his company then proceeded on their voyaw 
towards Ceaarea. On the vt ay they landed at Tyr«,.and 
remnined seven days. Some of the disciples there witfoed 
Paul of the dangers that awaited him at Jerusalem. Be, 
however, proceeded ; and taking leave, be prayed with dicm 
and their families on the sea shore. Ai Cesarea, be abpile 
in the house of Philip the evangelist {seep. SI I), whose Tour 
daughters prophesied. Agabus also, a prophet from Jndea, 
predicted, by a sign, Paul's imprisonment at Jerusalem, ^ni 
hia being delivered into tlie bands of the Gentiles. The 
^scjples, in consequence, dissuaded bim from proceedinji 
but he again declared his readiness even to die in the saCTM 
cause. They then held their peace, saying, " The will of the 
Lord be done." Some of the brethren from Cesarea accom- 
panied Paul and hia friends, and conducted tbera to the 
house of Mnason. 

Al Jerusalem, Paul and his company were cordially re- 
ceived by the brethren : they met at the house of the apostle 
James, and there Piiul related the success of his mioistrf 
among the 'GentileB. The brethren warned Paul that the 
Jens had a strong prejudice against him> from an idea tliat 
be despised the law of Moses. To coutiieract this, ihey 
advised him to join in some ceremonial observances, in thentr 
selves indifferent, to which he agreed; but, so far from 
success attending this measure, a stronger prejudice waj 
excited, for a rumour was spread that Paul had takeii 
•Gentiles into the temple, and jirofaned the holy place. A 
tumult was raised, and they were about to kill Paiil, biu' 
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were prevented by Lysias, die chief captain, who rcRcued 
him from their hands, and took him into custody. Supposing; 
Paul to have been guihy of some great crime, he coninmnth'd 
him to be bound with a chain and conveyed to the cnNtlr, 
the people violently demanding his death. Acts xviii. — xxi. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the character of Apollos ? 

In what remct were Aquila and Priscilla useful to hi in i 

"Where did be afterwards settle .' 

In what city did the apostle Paul reside for three years t 

Did anr paiticalar success attend his ministry there ! 

Why did Demetrius assault Paul ? 

What was the name of the goddess worshipped ut K])hosu!i f 

Where did Paul go when he left Ephesus I 

Why did not the apostle sail from Greece to Syria iih lie h.ul 

intended? 
What particular ciraimstance took place at Trons ? 
Of whom did Paul take leave at Miletus f 
What rendered the parting ver}' affecting i 
What advice was given to Paul at Cesarea? 
How did he receive it ? 
What was done by Paul, at the advice of his friondH. to hum*! \\u* 

prejudices of the Jews at Jerusalem ? 
How did it succeed ? 
On what suspicion was Paul apprehended i 

XXI. St. Paul's Defences AND iMrHisioNMKNr. 

As the multitude cried out, ** Away with him/ Ptivil re- 
qnested permission to speak for himself. liVsitiA ilonmnilril 
whether he was not a seditious Egyptian impostor f Paul 
then declared his birth and citizenship; and havinjir ohldvnrtl 
permission to proceed, he related the circvnnNtaiu*(*N of It in 
education, — ^his former bigotry against the Chriittianrt, \\\s 
remarkable conversion and call to preach the Im^P')* Wtim 
he spoke of being sent to the Gentiles, the poopio lit^cniwr 
enraged, and declared that he ought not to ho KUllrri'il lo 
live. Lysias then commanded him to ho o\(n\uuod hv 
scour jpng, but he pleaded his privile&;o as a Uoiu»v\ oitiron. 
which rendered it unlawful to scourge him, unlos* pro\o«l 
guilty. The next day he was examined before iho Jox\iNh 
council: when he declared his innoconci\ the hi^h piio^i 
unjustly commanded him to be smitten, which Paul »*».iipl\ 
rebuked ; but when informed from whom t)u' oomir;oul 
issued, he apologized, being well a ware of the iN»mt<Mn*i c\ 
God, " Thou shah not speak evil of the ruler ol' ihy p«vplo.' 
Perceiving that part of the council were •Pharisivs and par; 
*SadduceeB, he declared himself a ^Pharisee, still i^alouf for 
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Cupdamentai principles of (hat sect,— 
e, and the leHurrection of the dead. 
.CDOtendtng amon); ihemselvea, and hyaias. Seat 
commanded tite soldiers ro take Paul to the'C 
night he was encouraged hy n •vision of the I 
him Lhat lie must testify of his n: 
having bound themselves by an oath to kill PM 
for liim ; hut the conspiracy being ^iscoveredD 
of Paul, he informed Lysiaa, who sent Iub|| 
pesarea, to Felix, tlie governor of the p 
The high-priest and elders went t 
Paid, and took with them an ora 
^^o grossly flattered the wicked governor, Vm 
}uitly accused Paul of •heresy, •sedition, and f 
the temple. Paul being called upon I 
denied the charges, and gave an account of J 
raion. Felix deferred the matter till J 
down and give further in format loo j ■ 
imitted to the care of a centurion, with I 
le with his friends. 

After some time, Felix, accompanied by li 
(a Jewess), sent for Paul to henr him conce| 
of Christ. On this occasiou, Paul reasonec 
ness, temperance, and judgment tc 
bled under what he said, but dismissed Pat 
more convenient seaBonuid 
iced of I'aut's innocence, he kept him &pn 

Jews, and in the hope that Paul's 

iney for his release. After two years, Fei^ 

rerniiient to Festas, and left Paul still it 

The iKw goverrtor, Festus, going up toi 

again desired to have him brought thei^ 

I kill him by the way ; but Festus c 

It hini at Cesarea. They accordingly cami 

iny heavy charges against Paul, which be^ 

ituG tlieu, to please the Jews, proposed to i 

Jerusalem, which he declined, a 

is, the tribunal of the emperor ak^ 

ivShortly after this, Agrippa, king of ChaleisT'l 

Itirnice, came to visit Festus. He men 

them, and Agrippa desired to hear him 

tbe^ were assembled with great pomp, and I 

before them. Paul, in his defence, stated, as 

Viie, — ^hia conversion to Christianity,—'!^ 

to die-Gentiles; and the enmity of thei J ' 
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e assetted the consistency of the Gospel nith the ancient 
taiions of Moses and the prophets, Fescus interinptei! 
11 discourse by ascribing Paul's earnestness to madneas, 
leught on by excess of study ; but Paul defended himself 
' ' it the cliarge, and appealed to Agrippa, who knew the 
gs of the prophets. Agrippa declared liiniEcIf almost 
tsuaded to be a Christian; and all agreed that Paul h«d 
e aothing worthy of bonds or of death, and that he might 
e been set at liberty if he had not appealed to Ceeaar. 
- Soon afterwards, Paul was sent to Rome, accompanied by 
bake and AHstarchos, and placed, with other prisoners, 
under the care of Julius, a centurion. They touched at 
8u)on, where Paul was permitted to visit bis friends. 
^On account of the difficulty and d.inger of sailing at that 
^■■on, Paul advised that they should winter in a liarboiir 
■■r.Crete, but his proposal was overruled, and they pro- 
MMled. The voyage proved most disastrous. After many 
fcfficnhies, they were compelled to lighten the ship of her 
cargo, and at length even of her tackling. Neither sun nor 
itars for many days appeared, and they were on the brink 
of despair. Paul, however, encouraged ihem with an as- 
sursmce, that the angel of God had stood by him and told 
him that all their lives would he preserved, though the ship 
would be lost. In the extremity of danger, some of the 
sailorB attempted to desert the ship, and secure their own 
kTes by making to the shore ; but Paul forbade this, de- 
claring tliat tlieir assistance was necessary to tlie preaerva- 
tiao of the rest. According to Paul's declaration, the whole 
crew, consisting of 276 jwraons, escaped. 

The land they reached proved to be the island of Mileta, 
or Maha. Tbey were hospitably received by the barbarous 
inhabitants. While kindling a fire, a viper came out and 
listened on Paul's hand : the barbarians concluded that he 
was a murderer, or otiier great criminal, who, though he had 
(itcuped the peri! of the sea, was pursued by the righteous 
judgment of God ; but he. shook the creature into tJie lire, 
and felt no harm ; then they supposed bim to be a god, 
Tbey were received and lodged at the house of Publius, the 
governor of the island, whose father Paul cured of a fevet 
and bloody flux, on which many diseased persons on the 
island came and were healed. After three months the ship- 
nrecked company pursued their voyage in a ship of Aiexan>- 
dria. They landed at Syracuse, in Spicily, and stayed thr«a< 
days. At Puteoli, near Naples, they found Christian I 
thren^ and reinaineid with them a. week. As Paul ad*ui 
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towards Rome, aome Christians came out a few miks (o 
meet him, by which he was greatly encouraged. Hafving 
arrived at that city, the prisoners were given op^ by the 
centurion to the ci^^tain of the guard, and Paul warn suffieved 
to dwell in his own hired house, guarded by a aoldier ;■ most 
probably, according to the Roman custom, joined to hhn 
with a chain ; such seems to be intimated, Acta xxriii. tO ; 
^ Tim. 1. 16 ; and other places. 

Soon afler PauVs arrival in Rome, he called together the 
Jews« and preached the Gospel to them. Most of them re- 
jected it ; to them he applied the declaration of the prophet 
Isaiah, (Isaiah vi. 10,) and declared that the gospel, - being 
rejected by the Jews, was sent to the Gentiles, and by them 
received. Thus Paul continued for two years receiving 
inquirers, and preaching the gospel; with which statement 
the history in the Acts terminates. Acts. zxi. — xxviii. 

From the epistles we gather that the apostle's imprison- 
ment was the means of extending the Gospel, and that, in 
quarters least to be expected. (See Phil. i. 12, 14, 18 ; iv. 
22.) It also appears that several of the epistles were written 
during this imprisonment, viz. those to the Ephesians, Philip- 
pians, Colossians, Philemon, and perhaps that to the Hebrews. 
We do not know by what means the apostle was- set at 
liberty; biit it certairidy took place after about two years' 
imprisonment. After this it is supposed he travelled through 
Italy, and perhaps into Spain. Then he went to Judsea, ac- 
companied by Timothy and Titus. After going his former 
rounds, through Syria, Galatia, and Asia Minor, Paul and 
Timothy visited Colosse. Timothy then remained at Elphe- 
sus, where he received PauVs First Epistle, from Macedonia. 
■ After visiting the churches of Greece and Corinth, perhaps 
more than once, the apostle visited Troas, Ephesus, and 
Miletus, where he left his friend Trophinus sick. Early in 
the year 66 be again went to Rome, where he met the apostle 
Peter: There he was soon after imprisoned a second time. 
We have no particulars of this in Scripture, except what we 
gather from the Second Epistle to Timothy. In the year 
6G the apostle was beheaded by order of Nero, one of the 
most wicked and cruel of the Roman emperors. Peter also 
suffered at the same time. 

Of the other apostles we know very little. James, the 

relation of Jesus, who was put to death by the Jews at 

Jerusalem, wrote his General Epistle to the Jewish Cluristians 

a short time before his death. 

Jude (who also, was a kinsman of our Lord) survived 
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.most of the other apostles-- Hit Epistle is supposed to have 
.been whiten after the destruction of Jerusalem. 
I, J^ohn, the heloved disciple, was the youngest of the apostles, 
■i'9DA survived them all. His Gospel was written much later 
^tbnn the rest, not earlier than the year 97. Under the per- 
secuting emperor, Domitian, he is said to have been plunged 
into boiling oil, and taken out unhurt ; but this is not men- 
tioned in Scripture, and we cannot be sure of its truth. He 
waa certainly banished to the isle of Patmos, where Jesus 
Ckriat appesured to him, and instrcuted him to write the book 
:0£ Revelation. 

He was recalled, after two years' banishment, by Nerva, 
the successor to Domitian, and afterwards wrote three 
epistles, one to Christians in general, one to a pious lady, 
and one to his friend Graius. This apostle, it is generally 
admitted, closed his days at Ephesus, in good old age, after 
having been eminently useful in resisting error, in promoting 
bxotherly love, and in building up the church. 

QUESTIOIfS. 

What was the substance of Pauls defence before Lysias? 

What provoked the Jews to interrupt him in his speech ? 

By what means did Paul avoid being examined by scourging ? 

Wh^ was he next examined? 

What advantage did Paul take of the ctivision in the council, being 
part Pharisees and part Sadducees? 

How was he eneoaraged in the night? 

How was the plot of the Jews, against Paul's life, defeated ? 

Before whom was Paul next examined ? 

What oranions did Felix entertain of him ? 

What enect was produced on the mind of Felix by Paul's address ? 

Who succeeded Felix in the government? 

Why Was Paul sent to be tried at Rome? 

Befine whom was Paul examined after Festus became governor? 

What impresaiaii did Paul's speech make on Agrippa? 

What took place on Paul's voyage to Italy ? 

On what island were they shipwrecked? 

Were any lives lost ? 

How did the people of the island treat them ? 

What incident gave them a bad opinion of Paul? 

How was it corrected? 

What miracle was wrought there? 
. How was Paul disposed of when they reached Rome ? . 

What eputles were written during hu imprisonment? 

What do we gather concerning his secona imprisonment ? 

What accounts do ancient histories give of his death? 

What is said concerning James, the relation of Jesus ? 
- At what time is Jude supposed to have written- his epistle? 

What do we know from Scripture of the apostle John ? 

What is-ielated oonoeming bun ia ancient faistory f 



-i<ifln>I< SbqDEI,. 

i'Tb ahcvT ttif evidence in favour of Christianity, and 
th* Aitttliitneiit of prophecy, both in ttie persecutions of the 
Chrisriana and in the destruction of Jerusalem, a sketch of 
the history both of Chrisiians and Jews, al^r the death of 
Christ, will form a proper conclusion to this outline of sacred 
history. The Gospel was early and widely spread. The 
"devouimen of every nation under heaven," who witnessed 
the events of the day of Pentecost, would carry the Gospel 
far and wide. We know that it extended through the dif- 
ferent pans of Judea and Satnaria ; besides this, we gather 
from credible records that the Gospel was preached in 
Idumea, Syria, and Mesopotamia, by the apostle Jude; in 
Egypt, and other parts of Africa, by iUark, Simeon, and 
Jude; in Ethiopia, by the converted euouch and Matthew; 
in Pomns, Galatia, and northern parts of Asia Minor, by 
Peter and Bartholomew ; in the neighbourhood of the seven 
Asiatic churches, by John and Bartholomev; in Parthio, bf 
Matthew ; in Scythia, by Philip and Andrew ; in Persia, by 
'^' eon and Jude; in Media, &c. by Thomas ; from Jeni- 
m and round about unto Illyricum, by Paul, tvho' also 
published it in Italy, and probably in Spain, France, (tlren 
called Gaul,) and Britain. 

'hen the apostle wrote his Epistle to the Romans, before 
iaited that city, the number of Chrigiians there was very 
great ; and it was no doubt greatly increased during the tiro 
years of his imprisonment, as lie had liberty to preach' the 
Gospel. Thus it is evident that a vast multitude embrnced 
the Christian faith wiihin a few years after the crucifixiooof 
its Founder. 

will be recollected that Judaea wns made a province 
of the Roman empire, as was manifested by the enrolment' 
at the time of our Saviour's birth, (p. 135,) as also by the 
necessity of procuring the autbority of Rome for bit criwi- ' 
fixion, (p. 106.) The Emperor Augustus dyingA.i>. I4,'HW' 
succeeded by THierius, who died a. d. d7. Caligula, whcr' 
died A. D. 41, was succeeded by Nero. AH these emperors 
were ambitious, oppressive, and cruel; but Nero exceeded 
all the rest. He is infamous in history, as being one of the 
St cruel, savage, wicked, and depraved of mankind, anA, n 
o reckoned the first persecutor of the Christian churcfaf ' 
t is, the first who issued general laws and edicts against'' 
the Christians, and carried on a regular system of perMCU-n 
tion. Nel-o was the emperor to whom St. Paul appeal^ 
under the title of Csesar, (a tide common to the Romuv 
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kperors). Acts xxv. II. And to him the same apostle 
1, when he aays, " I was delivered out of the mouth of 
S Tim. iv. 17. In the year 6+ Itome was burnt, 
rsally believed that Nero himaell' set fire to the 
city, and he even amused himaelf with the spectacle of the 
city in flames. He, of courae, becnme the object of popular 
hatred, and lo excuse himself, endeavoured lo lay tlie blame 
Oa the Christians. Accordingly, all who were known to be 
Christians were seized, and treated with the most horrible 
cruelty. They were condemned to death, and even insulted 
in their sufferings. Some were sewed up in the skins of 
beasts, and then exposed to dogs, to be torn to pieces ; others 
perished by fire, being sewed up in pitched garments, and 
(hea set (ire to in the night time, they served as torches to 
the people. Nero's own gardens were made the scene of 
tlieae horrible cruelties, and he himself attended the spectacle 
with malignant pleasure. This account is given by Tacitus, 
a iieathen historian, who, though he hated and despised the 
Christians, was shocked at the injustice and cruelty with 
which ihey were treated. During this persecution the 
apoatles, Peter and Paul, sealed the truth with their blood. 

After cruelly i>erseculing the unoiTending Christians fbvgj 
four years, and sacrificing many thousand lives, this b 
bacous monarch, impelled by a guilty and accusing i 
science, put a period to his own life in the year 68. 

I'he sufferings and persecutions endured by the earfy 
Christians, afford a very strong proof of the truth of Chris- 
tianiiy. Living in the lime of the apostles, and many of 
ihera in the days of our Lord himself, they had the very 
best opportunity of ascertaining whether what the apostles 
preached was true, whether Jesus really pertbrmed the 
iniracleB which they said He did, and whether He was put 
to.deatli at Jerusalem, and rose again. Now, if there had 
been but a few sntTerers for Christianity, we might have 
supposed that they were weak, credulous, and mistaken meni 
or that they were artful impostors, determined, if possible, 
at all hazards, to deceive mankind- But we cannot suppose 
that i/tousanda of persons, of all ages and conditions, could 
be. so weak and foolish as to suffer torments and death for 

B profession of a religion which they knew lo be false, oc 
' "k they had never inquired into, or the truth of whidiu 
were not fuHy coniioced of on the most satisfactoijn' i 

df canal rain iog evidence. , „ti 

Whxa,.ag»xi, if Christianity had not been of God, 
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■uld have stood its groutid i 
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defended its dominion amidst all this persecation wai oj^ 
IMwition. No, as Gamaliel very wisely observed, ** If fthak 
counsel or this work had been of men, it would have coins 
to noaght." But it was of God, and, therefore, man cduU 
not overthrow it. Persecutors and opposers have been 
found fighting against God, and sooner or later theybav^ 
proved it to be a hopeless and a ruinous warfare. 

The constancy of the martyrs displays not only the tnithj 
but the excellence of the Gospel. That must be a blessed reli- 
gion which could support and comfort their minds, and enable 
them even to rejoice and triumph in the loss of all things ; and 
IB the midst of sufferings, torments, and deaths, so horrible 
that the very mention of them is enough to thrill one tbrougb 
with horror; but in all these things they were mdre ihiti 
conquerors,' through Him that loved them. And while the 
peaceful circumstances we enjoy demand our lively gratitud^- 
we should be stimulated to hold fast, prize and adorn tihat 
blessed Gospel, for the sake of which these holy men h>ved 
not their lives, unto the death. 

Before entering on the narrative of the destructioD of 
Jerusalem, the mind of the reader should be familiariafd 
with the predictions which so exactly foretell it. They chiefly 
occur in the S8th chapter of Deuteronomy, the 24th of 
Matthew, the ISth of Mark, and the 21st of Luke. (The 
evangelist John does not give these predictions, — a presump- 
tive evidence, among others, that his narrative was not 
written till after their fulfilment had taken place.) 

It is remarkable that while much of ancient history has 
perished, very particular accounts are preserved of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem ; and those by a heathen (Tacitus) and 
by a Jewish historian. (Josephus.) It seems as if thifir 
testimony was expressly appointed by Providence to confirm 
each other ; and both, without designing it, to testify to tb6 
minute fulfilment of prophecy, and the truth of the Christian 
religion. • 

During the reign of Nero, the Jews revolted against thie 
Roman empire. Then begun the dreadful wars which 
ended in the total desolation of the Jewish nation. The 
Romans were a haughty, fierce, and warlike people ; their 
standard was an eagle. (Observe the expressions of pro- 
phecy, Deut. xxviii. 49, 50 ; Matt. xxiv. 28.) >Mien the 
Jews offended them, they came upon them with the utmost 
fury ; and the Jews themselves acted'ih the most infatuated 
manner, us i£ to provoke them to the uttermost*- About the 
^une of Nero's deatlu the Homati sinxq^ \xxAet ^^ ^»m\nand 



espasian, and his son Titus, entered Galilee, whiob) 
tpn obstinate conflici, was reduced, and the Roinas 
r proceeded towards Jerusalem, and besieged ihe citjK 
4iSeiings and distresses of the miserable and obatinatf i 
E^ during the siege of their city, were dreadful beyom| 
It bas been justly oWrved, " Perhaps t^< 
try of a]] other nations on earth together, does not cantli* 
lOy well -authenticated instances of the must horrM 
s of deaperate hunger, as are fnund in that of the Jew^ 
' B most extraordinary prediction of ihejc 
3ii,t lawgiver, Deut. xxviii. Sa. Even tender mothe» 
j.reduced to the dreadful extremity of feeding on theiil 
Echildren. Well did this verify the words of our Lord) 
(. xxiv. 19. Titus, the commander of the Roman armjL 
1^. every method to induce the obstinate and blindej 
it; but in vain. At Icngili he resolved on 
P litter destruction, and, with a dreadful slaughter, gaio«j| 
W^ tower of Antonio, a fortiiication overlooking and ditfi 
/ending the temple. In order to prevent llie passage ^f 
the besiegers to the temple, their nalicnal glory and cOO* 
Silence, the Jews themselves set fire to the stalely galleru1| 
leading to it, and then, for the first lime, tlic daily sacriBca} 
ceased, there being no proper person to offer them u|% 
Soon afterwards, Titus set five to a part of the temple, whi<Af 
tlie Jens beheld without attempting to stop it, only uttering 
vollies of impotent curses against the Romans. Titus wm 
estremely desirous of preserving part, at least, of su nobllk 
an edifice, and gave orders to extinguish the fire ; but 
Jews having done something to provoke the Roman soldiei 
one of them, of his own accord, or, as JoHcphui 
impelled by the hand of Providence, took up a 
iire*brand, and getting 



threw it through a window, into • 
surrounded the sanctuary, and it 
the lliird story. All endeavours, i 
the progress of the flames, were 
intent on increasing them, 

Tit. ... 



: of the aparUnenu thtt 

the part of Titus, to stop 

ere m vain. His soldiers were 

or on slaughtering the Jews. 

sanctuary, and the 'most holy 

grandeur of which, even yet, fur 



surpassed all thai had been told him of it. He preserved 
the golden "candlestick, the table of *sbew bread, the altat 
of •incense, all of pure gold ; and the book of the "law, 
ei^wrapped in a rich golden tissue. When Titus quitted tlw 
^wed j/iice, the soldiers immediately plundered what Xi 
^^^-\p{ jtft ri^li furoiture, then set fite to the bwldjg 



ninion amldat all this persecution hnd od> 
s OamaKcl very wisely obNerved, "If this ^ 



ft work hat) been of :nen, it would have conij 
to nought." But it was of God. and, therefore, man coulj 
nat ftvertlirow it. Persecutors and opposers liaVe been 
found licbiing against God, and sooner or later cbey }iave 
proved it to be a hopeless and a ruinous warfare. 

The conalaney of the martyrs displays not only the truiJ, 
but the excellence of the Gospel, That must be a blessed reli- 
gion which cnuld support and comfort ibeir minds, and eoahk 
them even to rejoice and triumph in the loss of all things; bM 
in tile midst of sufferings, torments, and deaths, so borrilile 
tbat the very mention of them is enough to thrill otie throuE^ 
with horror ; but in all tlieBC things they were more mil 
oomjuerors,' through Him that loved tliem. And while &e 
peacefbl circumaiancea we enjoy demand our lively gratitdda| 
fre should be stimulated to hold fast, prize and adorn th^ 
blessed Gospel, for the sake of which these holy men lowii 
not their lives, unto the death. 

Before entering on the narrative of the destruction pf 
Jerusalem, the mind of the reader should be fnmiliai-ixtd 
with the predictions which so exactly foretell it. They chfeSv 
occur in the SSth chapter of Deuteronomy, the 81th oS 
Matthew, tlie Iflih of Murk, and the Slat of Luke. (TK^ 
evangelist John does not give these predictions,— a presunfth- 
tive evidence, stnong others, that his narrative was noi 
written till after their fullilment had tnken place.) 

It rs remarkable that while much of ancient hisiorj h» 
perished, very particular accounts arc preserved of the ,^- 
Btruction of Jerusalem ; and those by a heathen (Tacitus) aiKl 
by 8 Jewish historian, (Josephus ) It seems as if tihel( 
testimony was expressly appointed by Providence to confirri^ 
each oihcr ; and batli, wiihout designing it, to testify to' tm 
tninute fullilrnetit of prophecy, and the truth of the Christiw^ 
religion. ' 

During the reign of Nero, the Jews rei*.)lted against the 
Roman empire. Then begun the dreadful wars wbicb 
ended in the total desolation of the Jewish naiion. The 
Romans were a haughty, lieree, and warlike people ; their 
standard was an eagle. (Observe the expressions of pro- 
phecy, Deut. Ksviii. 49, 50 ; Matt. xxiv. 28.) V^ hen the 
s offended them, they came upon them with the ntmost 
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A» 2>. The y tar of onr Locd. Four years after the hirth- of Chriat. 

4fU>pt* To take a« a bod the child of another person. 

4. M. Year of the world. 

Ancestor, One who has gone hefore in the line of parentage. 

Anointed, Set apart to oilee hy the application of oil. 

,AnMUmvhm» One who liTed before the flood. 

As^stle^ A person sent with commands, 

Areo]^affU9, The chief cour| of juttiee at Athens. 

Ateopagite, A judge in that court. 

Arh-^tke Cotenant, A chest, containiag the covenant of God, 

with the Jews ; kept in the Holiest of all. 
Atonetnewtf Something. given as eauiTalent for an injury committed, 

' ^¥hereby the offender and offended are reconciled. 
B, C. Before Christ. 

Benediction. A blessing pronounced with authority. 
Bible. A book; called, by way ofdisliojOtiontl^BoolL.. 
B/ai^ptofiy. Impious or irreTcrent speiUdng of Gpd or sabred things. 
Breastplate. A part of the high-priest*s garment, haviDg tweWe 

'precious stones to represent the twelve tribes of Israel. 
Burnt-offering* A sacrifice consumed by fire. 
CoMdUitick. A ^rolden lamp, with aevwi branchev, which was k^ 

burning in the .temple. 
Canticle. A sacred long. 

Captivity, Suhjeetton br war ; bondage ; slavery. 
Censer. A pan, or vessel, in which to Dumiaeense. . 
O^nti^riou. A Roman oQeer over.ahundredmen^.- 
CeremoMid/. Appointed rites of.rfdigibns worship. . 
Cherubim. Two -golden angels, bending over the mercy-sear on the 

-ark. 
Chroi^cles, A register, or aeeouBt-of events' i» order. 
ChronolofficoL In order of time. .... 

CivU'war. A war among the people themselves, not with any for^ga 

cmemy. 
Cemmettmeultk. A (brm of geveransent in which all the people huve 

equal interest. 
Congregation* An assembly met together. .. • t .. ■ 
Cot^firmatton. Additional proof ; evidence by which facts are ascer- 

■ tained. 
Consecrated. Sacred ; devoted ; set apart. 
ConUmporary. Living at the saase time. 
Council (qf the Jew$.l A court of seventy elders, ovei which the 

High-Priest presided. 
Covenant. A contract or agreement between two parties. 
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Crucify, '1*0 put to death, by nailing the hands and feet to a ere^f 

set upright. 
jyedication, A solemn setting apart to a Divine use. 

■', Fstut qf. The anniversary of the dedication of the temple. 

Dettteranomjf. The second book of the law ; or a repetition of lie 

law. 
Divination. Foretelling or guessing at future events. 
Docton. Those who studied and administered the Jewish law. 
Eeclesiastes. TYie preacher; a serious discourse. 
Eden, Pleasure ; a garden of pleasure. 
Elden, Judges, or chief men among the Jews. 
Smbaim, To fill a dead body with spices, that it may be kept from 

decay. 
EfMem. A visible representation of a hidden meaning. 
Ephod. A girdle, or tippet, worn by the High- Priest. 
Epicureans. The followers of Epicurus, a man wholly given to 8«o- 

sual pleasures. 
Epistle. A letter. 

Ethics. A sect of philo<:ophers who studied morals. 
EvangeHsit, A writer of the history of Christ's life and death; a 

preacher of the (Gospel. 
Exodus, Going out ; journeying from a place. 
Exorcists. Thote who pretend to drive away evil spiritSi 
Family, Those descended froon a son of one of the twetve sons of 

Jacob. 
Fewst, A cheerful yet religious solemnity among Uie Jewa. • < 
Forerunner, One who goes before another, to give notice of his ap- 
proach. 
Franki'ncense, A fragrant and costly spice. 
Galilean, A native of Gali4ee ; an expression of coatempn 
Oenealogy, Enumeration of persons descended from each other- io 

order of succession. 
Genesis. Generation. A book treating of the produetion of the 

world. 
'OUny qf the Lord, or Sheekinah. A mUraculoua lustre shining over 

the mercy-seat, indicative of the presence of God* 
Eferodians. Those who sought the favour of Herod. 
BtghrPriests, The chief prU«ts of the Jews, always taken/ from the 

descendants of Aaron. • ( 

Holiest qfall. The inmost apartment of the te»|^ 'where the ark 

stood, and where only the High-Priest enterediOnce a year» 
Household. The descendants of a grandson of one of the sons of Jaeeb. 
idolatry. The worship of any thing as God, which is not G^. 
Incense. Perfume burnt in religious worship. 
Inheritance. Property which descends from father to son,- 
Inspirationt, Ideas put into the mind by the Holy J^int, for the pur- 
pose of communicating the will of God to mankind. 
Intercession. The. act of one person pleading on. bthal^f^aaotherr- 
Jnterpretation. Explanation* * " 

Jens. The descendants of Abrahamj Isaac, and Jaeoli, whom-Gnd 

chose for his own people. 
Judges. Governors or commanders of Israel, raised up to.deiSmd 

them against their enemies. 
Law. A rule of action, given by proper authority. 
Lawyers, Those who professed to ejtplain the law of God to Ijktf 

people. ■ •. / 

JLtg^er, One afflicted with a leprosy- ■' ^, : : > *....... 
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htpirowjf, A liMtbsoae md ineamble dli 

Leviticus. A book containing the laws of sacrifices, whieh were to 
be offered by priests of the house of Leri. 

MagU, EncbflntneBi, acting by the power of eril spirits. 

Martyrdvm, Death endured as a testimony to the troth. 

Mediator, One who goes between to reconcile two parties. 

Memorial. Something to keep fiiett is r c i eui brattce. 

Mercif-aeat, Tlie lid of the ark of the coveoant in the temple. 

Mexsiah. The Anointed ; the Christ. 

Minister, One who serves in an office ; one wlw attends or supplies 
others. 

Miracle. A wonder ; something far above haman power, and con- 
trary to the common course of nature. 

Monument, A memorial, that by which the memory of persons <Mr 
events Is preserved. 

ilforwi fair. A rule to diieet the duties &( life. 

Myrrh, A fragrant spice. 

Mystery, Something obscure, which has an important, though bidden 
meaning. 

Nazarene, A native of Narareth. Generally used in contempt. 

Nazarite, One consecrated to Ood by a solemn tow. 

Numbers, A book, eontaining lists and numbers of the tribes oi 
Israel. 

Vratle. Information communicated l»y rerelation. 

Oratory, A place for prayer. 

Ordinances. Obsenranees appointed and prescribed by God. 

Outer emtrt. A part of the temple where Gentiles worshipped. 

Parable. A story, in which some hidden meaning is figured. 

Paradise. A blissful place. 

Paralytic. One aflieted with the ptlsy. 

Paschal. Relating to the passover. 

Passover, A feast observed ia remembrance of the angel passing 
over the houses of Israel, when he destroyed the first-born of 
the Bgyptians. 

Patriarch. ' A father and ruler of a family. 

Pentateuch. Five books. 

Pharisees. A liCct cf the Jews, whose religion consisted In the ob- 
servance of outward ceremonies, to the negleet of piety, justice, 
and benevolence. 

Posterity. Deseendants ; succeedfng generations. 

Predteewssr, One who filled an ofike before another. 

Prediction. Prophecy ; declaration of future events. 

Priests. Those who offered sacrifices to God, and Uught his laws to 
men. 

Proconsul.'—K Roman officer who governed a province. 

Prophesy. To foretell future events ; to preach ; to instruct. 

Prohclytes. Gentiles who embmced the religion tff the Jews. 

Preccrbs, Short sentences or maxims of wisdom. 

Publicans. Those who gathered the Roman taxes. 

Psalm. A holy .song. 

Recapitulation. Repetition of tlie heads ^ a former discourse. 

Remission. Putting away ; release from punishment. 

Revelation. Discovery of sacred truth, by communication from 
heaven. 

fhUers. The senators and magistrates of the Jews. 

Sabbath.*^ The seventh-day ; a day of holy rest. 

Sacrifice. Something destroyed as an atonement or propitiation. 



Saddticft: A aeel o( iha Jew«, who denied the teiurrectlon, ■ 

the BKUIence or iplriiH. 
Sanctuarjf, A boljr place ; the Inmost purl of the temple. 
Seribtt. Writer* ; Ibasv who wraie copies of the law for the uae 

the people. 
Seriptnrtt. Wrllingi ; sacred writings ; the Bible. 
Setr, A prophet i one who foreieeii 
SeimUhr*. A place of burial. 
Sheir-breail. Loavei of bread, which were kept in the temple fr 

one (iabbath lo another. 
Sinnrri. (When joioeil with publictuit,) those groasly and noloii- 

Hoatluagcr. One who foretells or pragitosticktes. 

Sorceitr. A conjuror or enchanter. 

Stoltt. A sect of philosophers, ilisllngulshed Tor conlempl oF feeliv. 

SujuntUinti. UnnoMHvy acraples in religion, or vain depeodiiiW 

on outward Tomia. 
Sfitaaoffv<. A place or assembly tor reUgioiu worship tmimff^ 

Tabtmacti. A tent where the ark of the cotenant wM kept,' iAiit' 

where God maaireBled blmself la Israel. , . 

Tabattaelet, Fta*l q/l A feast la remembrance of Israel dwelling In 

tents or booths la the wilderness. " ' 

TiUeHt. A certain sum or weight of money ; used also lo ttptMt- 

ability or obligation. 
Teraphim. Sometimes household gods ; sometiiDes diilne mwiifei* 

talion. 
Teilament. A will or coiunant ; the name of each foliime vlf^ 

Holy Scriptures. 
TctrnrcA. Governor over a fourth part of a province. 
Thiimmim. Somu part of the high- priest's breasl-plate, by wM 

divine oracle was communicBled. 
Trance. A stale In which the soul Is elevated above Itsalf. 
Tram^guralion A obange.of form or appetranee. . 
TranigrfiHoH. Tha violalion ofa law. . liiJ 

Traiulale, To exchange or Interpret in another lan|!^*g« — tol 

port or remove to another place. 
Tribe. The descendants of one of the twelve sons of Jacob. 






Tgpi'. An emblem. That which prefigure! or signifies MBWtbiDt 

Vail. A rich curtain In the temple, which separated the Holy A'otn 

the Most Holy Place. 
I'iiion. A supernatural appearance. 
Utiprotelvted. Not brought to the Jewish religion. 
Urin. See TkitmnUm. 

Weddittg-garmciU. A garment provided for the guosta at a weilding. 
Wit'men. Persana devoted to study. 
Word,. Acoimuaiidrpmiilae, oi (teeUntioa of God. 
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WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 



-rMUlMi'"! Just Published, Eighth Edition, price a», 6<i. 

COTTAGE COMFORTS, with Hinta for improving them, 
gleaned from expetience^ eolirened willi authentic Anecdote*. 

■■■ TliU Work hm received tlic bigbeit recommendations in all 
Reviews, and its rapid and continued lale strongly demonstrates Its 
general acceptance and utility. 



THE MOTHER'S FRIEND, in Fonr Parts. Price ad. Chiefly 
extracted from 'Cottage Comforti.' 



•,• Thla Work baa for iis specific object the Moral and Religious 
Improvement of Uomestic Servants. While in course of Pobtication 
it received ihe most decided approbation of enligliteiid judges, as 
vitU adqited to Aa end proposed; and now that it is complete, il 
m^ _be ngarded as a Work of standing utility for thu Kitchen or 
Cottage Cibrary. 



THE YOUNG SERVANTS FKIENDLY INSTROCTOB ; or, 
a Sommary of the Dutiei* of Domestic Servants, arranged in the way 
of Question and Aniwer. Originally Published in ttie ' Christian 
Gleaner and Domestic Magazine.' Second Edition. Price It. 



THE MOTHERLESS FAMILY, or Hat«nial lufinence dU- 
^jred. Price U. . - . 



JFarki pMUJM iy the same Author. 



6. 

THE SCHOOL-FELLOWS; or the Inflaence of Character and 
Connexioos displayed, deBigned as a present to young person 
leaving school and entering service. Second Edition. Price Sd, 

7. 

SCRIPTURE NilTURAL HISTORY, for Yoath, in 2 vols. 
IGmo. ciubellishcd with 82 Engravings. Price, neatly bound in 
clot It, 1*2«. ; with Coloured Plates, Ids. Elegantly bound, gilt edges, 
1 U. ; with Coloured Plates, 20s, , 

SCRIPTURE HISTORY, for Youth ; in 2 vols. Embellished 
with 136 Engravings. Price, neatly bound in cloth, 18s. Elegauth 
bound, gilt edges, 20s. 

9. 

THE NEW SPEAKER; or Selections froqi the most approved 
Authors in prose and verse. Price 4s. bound. 

10. 

THE YOUNG REVIEWERS; or the Poems dissected. Price 
U. Cd. 

U. 

THE COWSLIP GATHERERS f or •rliat a Penny will do. 
Price 2s. 

12. 

THE OLD MAN'S HEAD; or Youthful Recollections. Price 
2v. Gd. 
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